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BOOK V. 

(CONTINUID.) 

CHAPTER VII. 

"Being got out of town, the first thing I did was to give my mule 
b€thiMd/*^0UBt4u, 

Altbouoh the character of Maltravers was fnduvlly 
becoming more hard and severe ; although, as his reason 
{^rew more muscular, his imaffiiiation lost something^ of 
Its early bloom, and he wss already very different from 
the wild boy who had set the German youths in a blaze, 
and had changed into a castle of indolence the little cot- 
tage tenanted with poetry and Aliite, he still preserved 
many of his old habits ; he loved, at frequent inttirvals, 
to disappear from the great world — to get rid of books 
and friends, and luxury and wealth, and make solitary 
excursions, sometimes on foot, sometimes on horsebacKy 
throujfh this fair garden of England. 

It was one soft May-day that he found himself on 
such an expedition, slowly riding through* one of the 
green lanes of shire. His cloak and his saddle- 
bags comprised all his baggage, and the world was be- 
fore him "where to choose his place pf rest.'' The 
lane wimnd at length into the main road, and just as 
he came upon it he fell in with a gay party of eques* 
trians. 

Foremost of this cavalcade rode a lady in a dark green 
habit, mounted on a thoroughbred English horse, which 
she managed with so easy a grace that Maltravers halt- 
ed in involuntary admiration. He himself was a con- 
summate horseman, and he had the quick eye of sym- 
pathy for those who shared the accomplishment. He 
thought, as he ^azed, that he had never seen but one wo- 
man whose air and mien on horseback were so full 
of tjiat nameless elegance which skill and courage in 
any art naturally bestow — ^that woman was Valerie do 
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4 EXPLANATIONS — IMPROVEMENTS 

St. Yentadour. Presently, to his great surprise, the la- 
dy advanced from her companions, neared Maltravers, 
and said, in a voice which he did not at first distinctly 
recognise— ** Is it possible! do I see Mr. Maltraversl" 

She paused a moment, and then threw aside her veil, 
and Ernest beheld — Madame de SL Yentadour! By 
this time a tall thin gentleman haojoined the French- 
woman. 

'* Has madame met with an acquaintance V^ said he ; 
" and if so, will she permit me to partake her pleas- 
ure 1" 

The intemiption seemed a relief to Yalerle; she 
iOftiled and coloured. ^ 

"Let me introduce to you Mr. -Maltravers. Mr. Mal- 
travers, this is my host. Lord Doningdale." 
' f^e two gentlemen bowed, the rest of the cavalcadQ 
ftorrounded the trio, and Lord Doningdale, with a state- 
ly yet frank courtesy, invited Maltravers to return with 
the party to hia house, which was about four miles dis- 
tant. As may be supposed, Ernest readily accepted 
the invitation. l*he cavalcade proceeded, and Maltrav- 
ers hastened to seek an explanation from Yalerie. It 
was soon given. Madame de St. Yentadour had a 
younger sister, who had lately married a son of Lord 
Doningdale. The marriage had been solemnized in 
Paris, and Monsieur and Madame de St. Yentadour had 
been in England a week on a visit to the English peer. 

The rencontre was so sudden and unexpected, that 
neither recovered sufficient self-possession for fluent 
conversation. The explanation given, Yalerie snnk into 
a thoughtful silence, and Maltravers rode by her sidQ 
equally taciturn, pondering on the strange chance which^ 
aner the lapse of years, had thrown them again together. 
Lord Doningdale, who at first lingered with his other 
visiters, now joined them, and Maltravers was struck 
with his highbred manner, and a singular and somewhat 
elaborate polish in his emphasis and expression. They 
soon entered a noble park, which atte>ted far moie 
care and attention ih^n is usually bestowed upon those 
demesnes so peculiarly English. Young plantations 
everywhere contrasted the venerable groves— new cot- 
tages of picturesque design adorned the outskirts — and 
obelisks and columns, copied from the antique, and evi- 
dently of recent workmanship, gleamed upon them as 
they neared the house— a large pile, in which the fash 
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Son of Queen Anne's day had been altered into tbe 
French roofs and windows of the architecture of the 
Tuileries. ' 

*^ You reside much in the country, I am sure, my 
lord," said MHltravers. 

*^ Yen,'* replied Lord Doningdale, with a pensiTe air, 
"this place is greatly endeared to me. Here his ma- 
jesty Louis ttie Eighteenth, when in England, honoured 
me with an annual visit. In compliment to him, I 
sought to model my poor mansion into an humble like- 
ness of his own pxlHce, so that he might as little as 
possible miss the rights he had lost. His own rooms 
wert< finished exactly like those he had occupied at tbe 
Tuileries. Yes, the place is endeared to me — ^I think 
of the old times with pride. It is something to have 
sheltered a Bourbon in his misfortunes." 

** It cost milord h vast sum to make these alterations,** 
said Madame de St. Yentadour, glancing archly at Msd- 
travers. 

** Ah, yes," said the old lord, and his face, lately e1a« 
ted,, became overcast — ** nearly three hundred thousand 
pounds; but what then — * Les souvenirs^ madame, sont 
sans prix V " 

*^ Have you visited Paris since the restoration. Lord 
Doningdale V* asked Maltravers.^ 

His hirdship looked at him sharply, and then turned 
his eye to Madame de Sl Yentadour. 

*' Nay," said Yalerie, laughing, *' i did not dictate the 
question." 

" Yes," said Lord Doningdale, " I have been at Paris." 

"His majesty must have been delighted to return 
your lordship's hospitality." 

Lord Doningdale looked a little embarrassed, and 
made no reply, but put his horse into a canter. 

"You have galled our host," said Valerie, smiling. 
"Louis XVIII. and his friends lived here as long as 
they pleased, and as sumptuously as they could ; their 
visits half ruined the owner, who is 1i|e model of a 
gen^homme and preux chevalier. He went to Paris 
to witness their triumph; he expected, I fancy, tbe 
order of the St. Esprit. Lord Doningdale has royal 
blood in his veins. His majesty asked him once to 
dinner, and when he took leave, said to him, * We are 
happy. Lord Doningdale, to have Mui requited our 
obugatioos to your lordship.' Lonl Doningdale weal 

Ad 
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V 

back in dudgeon, yet he still boasts of his 0ouD€nir$; 
poor man." 

'* Princes are not grateful, neither are republics/' 
said Maltravers. 

" Ah ! who is grateful/^ rejoined Valerie, ** except a 
dog and a woman ?'* 

Maltravers found hin>self ushered into a vast dres- 
sing-room, and was informed by a French valet that, 
in the country, Lord Poningdale dined at six ; the first 
bell would ring in a few minutes. While the valet was 
Speaking, Lord Doningdale himself entered the room. 
His lordship had learned, in the mean while, that Mal< 
travers was of the great and ancient commoners^ house, 
whose honours were centred in his brother ; and yet 
more, that he was the Mr. Maltravers whose writings 
every one talked of, whether for praise or abuse. Lord 
Doningdale had the two characteristics of a highbred 
gentleman of the old school, respect for birth and re- 
spect for tsilent; he was, therefore, more than ordina-. 
niy courteous to Ernest, and pressed him to stay some 
days with so much cordinlity that Maltravers could not 
but assent. His travelling toilet was scanty ; but Mal- 
travers thought little of dress, and in a carter^s frock 
he would have looked what he was — ^the descendant of 
the Norman — ^that aristocrat of the world. But, like 
the Normans, he owed the air of command to mind, 
not birth. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

** It is the aoul that sees. The outward eyee 
Present the object, but the mind deecnea, 
And thence delight, disgust, or cool indifference rise.** 

CftABBB. 

Whbn MaltraVers entered the enormous saloon, hung 
with damask, and decorated with the ponderous enrich*- 
ments and fiirniture of the time of Louis XIV. (that 
most showy and barbarous of all tastes, which has 
nothing in it of the graceful, nothing of the picturesque, 
and which, nowadays, people, who should know better 
tmitaie with a luduarou^ servility), he found sixteen 
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persons assembled. 'His host stepped up from a circle 
which surrounded him, and formally presented his new 
visiter to the rest. He was struck with the likeness 
which the sister of Valerie bore to Valerie herself; but 
it was a sobered and chastened likeness- — less handsprae, 
less i mi press! ve. Mrs. George Herbert — such was the 
name she now owned — ^was » pretty, shrinking, timid 
girl, fond of her husban^i and mightily awed by her 
father-in-law. MaltraverslBat by her, and drew her into 
conversation. He could not help pitying the poor lady 
when he found she was to live altogether at Doningdale 
Park; remote from all the friends and habits of her 
childhood; alone, so far as the affections were con-r 
cerned, with a young husband, who was passionately 
fond of field-sports, and who, from the few words Er- 
nest exchanged with him, seemed to have only three 
ideas — his dogs, his horses, and his wife. Alas! the 
last would soon be the least in importance. It is a sad 
position ; a lively young Frenchwoman entombed in an 
£)ng1ish country house ! Marriages with foreigners are 
seldom fortunate experiments ! But £rnest^s attention 
was soon diverted from the sister by the entrance of 
Valerie herself, leaning on her husband^s arm. Hith- 
erto he had not very minutely observed what change 
time had effected in her; perhaps he was half afraid. 
He now gazed at her with curious interest. Valerie 
was still extremely handsome, but her face had grown 
sharper, her form thinner, and more angular ; there was 
something in her eye and lip, discontented, restless, 
almost querulous : such is the too common expression 
in the face of those horn to love, and condemned to be 
indifferent. The little sister was more to be envied of 
the two ; come what may, she loved her husband, such 
as he was, and her heart might ache, but it was not 
with a void. 

Monsieur de St. Ventadour soon shuffled up to Mal- 
travera, his nose longer thayi ever. 

*' flein — hein — ^how d'ye do — how d'ye do I—charmed 
to see you — saw madame before me — hein-**-hein-w.I 
suspect — I suspect — " 

** Mr. Mftltravers, will you give Madanae de St. Ven- 
tadour your arm V said Lord Doningdale, as h^ 9talk^ 
on u» the dining-room with a duchess on his own. 

" And you have left Naples," said Maltravers; " leA 
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"We do not think of returning." 

" It was a charming place — how I loved it ! how well 
I remember it !" Ernest spoke calmly ; it was but a 
general remark. 

Valerie sighed slightly. 

During dinner, the conversation between Maltravers 
and Madame de St. Ventadour was vague and embar- 
rassed. Ernest was no longer in love with her ; he had 
outgrown that youthful -fanc^. She had exercised an 
influence over him ; the new influences that he had cre- 
ated had chased away her image. Such is life. Loh^ 
absences extinguish all the false lights, though not the 
true ones. The lamps are dead in the banquet-room of 
yesterday ; but a thousand years hence, and the' stars 
we look OQ to-night will burn as biightly. Maltravers 
was no longer in love with Valerie. But Valerie — ah, 
perhaps hers had been true love ! 

Maltravers was surprised when he came to examine 
the state of his own feelings ; he was surprised to And 
that his pulse did not beat quicker at the touch of one 
whose very glance had once thrilled him to the soul ; 
he was surprised, but rejoiced. He was no longer anx- 
ious to seek, but to shun excitement, and he was a bet- 
ter and a higher being than he had been on the shores 
of Naples. 



CHAPTER IX. 

"Whence that low voice, a whisper from the heart, 
That told of days ioog past." 

W0RI>8W0RTB. 

Ernrst stayed several days at Lord Doningdale's, and 
every day he rode out with Valerie, but it was with a 
large party ; and every evening he conversed with her, 
but the whole world might have overheard what they 
said. In fact, the sympathy that had once existed be- 
tween the young dreamer and the proud, discontented 
woman, had in much passed away. Awakened to vast 
and grand objects, Maltravers was a dreamer no more. 
Inured to the life of trifles she had once loathed, Va- 
lerie had settled down into the usages and thoughis of 
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•Ihe common world ; she bad no longer the superiority 
of earthly wisdom over Maltravers, and his romance 
was sobered in its eloquence, and her ear dulled to its 
tone. 81 ill Ernest felt a deep interest in her, and still 
she 8eem«'d to feel a sensitive pride in his career. 
. One evei'ing Maltravers had joined a circle in which 
Madame de St. Veutadour, with more than her usual an- 
imation, il^resided ; and to which, in her pretty, womanly, 
and thoroughly French way, she was lightly la3dng 
down the law on a hundred subjects — philosophy, po- 
etry, Sevres china, and the balance of power in Btirope. 
Ernest listened to her, delighted, but not enchanted. 
Yet Valerie was not natural that night — she was spealiL- 
ing from forced spirits. 

*' Well,^' said Madame de St. Ventadour at last, tire4 
perhaps, of the part she had been playing, and bringing 
to a sudden close an animated description of the then 
French court — *' well, see now if we ought not to be 
ashamed of ourselves; our talk has positively inters 
rupted the music. Did you see Lord Doningdale stop it 
with a bow to me, as much as to say, with his courtly 
reproof-—* It sha^nH disturb you, madam !' I will no 
longer be accessary to your crime of bad taste !" 

With this the Frenchwoman rose, and, gliding through 
the circle, seated herself alone at the farther end of the 
room. Ernest followed her with his eves. Suddenly 
she beckoned to him, and he approached and seated 
himself by her side. 

** Mr. Maltravers," said Valerie then, with great sweet- 
ness in her voice, ** I have not yet expressed to yon 
the delight I have felt from your genius. In absence 
you have suffered me to converse with you ; your 
Dooks have been to roe dear friends : as we shall soon 
part again, let me now tell you of this, frankly and 
without compliment." 

This paved the way to a conversation that approached 
more on the precincts of the past than any they had 
yet known. Put Ernest was guarded, and Valerie 
watched his words and looks with an interest she could 
not conceal; an interest that partook of dissappoint- 
ment. 

" It is an excitement," said Valerie, " to climb a 
mountain, though it fatigue, and though the clouds 
may even deny us a prospect from its summit ; it is an 
excitement that gives a very universal pleasure, and 
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that seems as if it were the result of a common human 
instinct, which makes us desire to rise, to get above 
the ordinary thoroughfares and level of life. Some 
such pleasure you must have in intellectual ambition, 
in which the mind is the upward traveller." 

** It is not the ambition that pleases," repli';d Maltrav- 
eris ; '* it is the following a path congenial to our tastes, 
and made dear to us in a short time by habit. The mo- 
ments m which we look beyond our work, and fancy 
ourselves seated beneath the everlasting laurel, are few. 
It is tTie work itself, whether of action or literature, that 
interests and excites us. And at length the dryness of 
toil takes the familinr sweetness of custom. But in in- 
tellectual labour there is another charm — we become 
more intimate with our own nature. The heart and the 
soul grow friends, as it were, and the affections and as- 
pirations unite. Thus we are never without society, 
we are never alone ; all that we have read, learned, and 
discovered is company to us. This is pleasant," added 
Maltravers, '* to those who have no dear connexions in 
the world without." 

" And is that your case ?" asked Valerie, with a timid 
smile. 

** Alas, yes ! and since I conquered one affection, Ma- 
dame de St. Ventadour, I almost think I have outlived 
the capacity of loving. I believe that when we culti* 
vate very largely the reason or the imagination, we 
blunt, to a certain extent, our young susceptibilities to 
the fair impressions of real life. From * idleness,' says 
the old Roman poet, ' Love feeds his torch.'" 

** You are too young to talk thus." 

*' I speak as I feel." 

Valerie said no more. 

shortly afterward Lord Doningdale approached them, 
and proposed that they should make an excursion the 
next day to see the ruins of an old abbey some few 
miles distant. 
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CHAPTER X. 

" If I should meet thee 

After long years. 
How shall I greet thee?*' 

BrRoir. 

It was a smaller party than usual the next day, con- 
sisting only of Lord Doniugdaie, his sou George Her- 
bert, Valerie, and Ernest. They were returning from 
the ruins, and the sun, now gradually approaching the 
west, threw its slant rays over the gardens and houses 
pf a small picturesque town, or, perhaps, rather village, 
on the high North Road. It is one of the prettiest 
places in England, that town or village, and boasts an* 
excelient oldfashioned inn, with a large and quaint 
pleasure-garden. It was through the long and strag- 
gling street that our little party slowly rode, when the 
sky became suddenly overcast, and a few large hail- 
stones falling gave notice of an approaching storm. 

'^ I told you we should not eat safely through the 
day," said George Herbert. " Now we are in for it." 

"George, that is a vulgar expression," said Lord 
Doningdale, buttoning up his coat. While he spok*) a 
vivid lash of lightning darted across their very path, 
and the sky grew darker and darker. 

" We may as well rest at the inn," said Maltraverp ; 
"the storm is coming on apace, and Madame de bt. 
Yentadour — " 

'* You are right," interrupted Lord Doningdale ; and 
he put his horse into a canter. 

They were soon at the door of the old hotel. Bells 
rai;g— 4ogs barked — hostlers ran. A plain, dark travel- 
ling post-chariot was before the inn door ; and, roused 
perhaps by the noise below, a lady in the " first floor 
front. No. 2," came to the window. This lady owned 
the travelling-carriage, and was at this time alone in 
that apartment. As she looked carelessly at the party, 
her eyes rested on one form — she turned pale, uttered a 
faint cry, and fell senseless on the floor. 

Meanwhile Lord Doningdale and l)is guests were 
shown into the room next to that tenanted by the lady. 
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Properly speaking, both the rooms made one long apart- 
ment for balls and county meetings, and the division 
was formed by a thin partition, removeable at pleasure. 
The hail now came on fast and heavy, the trees groaned, 
the thunder roared ; and in the large dreary room there 
was a palpable knd oppressive sense of coldness and 
discomfort. Valerie shivered — a fire was lighted, and 
the Frenchwoman drew near to it. 

'^Yoa are wet, my dear lady,'' said Lord Doning- 
dale. " Tou should take off that close habft and have 
it dried." 

r *0h, no; what matters iti" said Valeric, bitteriy, 
and almost rudely. 

" It matters everything," said Ernest ; " pray be ruled." 

*• And do you oare for me ?" murmurea Valerie. 

'* Can you ask that question V replied Ernest, in th(» 
same tone, and with anectionate and friendly warmth. 

Meanwhile the good old lord had summoned the 
Chambermaid, and with the kindly imperiousness of a 
father made Valerie leave the room. The three gentle- 
men, left together, talked of the ^torrn, wondered how 
long it would last, and debated the propriety of sending 
to Doningdale for the carriage. While they spoke the 
hnil suddenly ceased, though clouds in the distant hori- 
zon were bearing heavily up to renew the charge. 
George Herbert, who was the most impatient of mor- 
tals, especially of rainy weather in a strange place, 
seized the occasion, and insisted on riding to Doning- 
dale and sending back the carriage. 

'* Surely a groom would do as well, George," said 
the father. 

" My dear father, no ; I should envy the rogue too 
much. I am boi'ed to death here. Marie will be fright- 
ened about us. Brown Bess will take me back in 
twenty minutes. I am a hardy fellow, you know. 
Good-by." 

Away darted the young sportsman, and in two min- 
utes they saw him spur gayly from the inn door. 

" It is very odd that / should have such a son," said 
Lord Doningdale, musingly ; *^ a son who cannot amuse 
himself indoors for two minutes together. I took 
great pains with his education, too. Strange that peo- 
ple should weary so much of themselves that they 
cannot brave the prospect of a few minutes passed in 
reflectioh; that a shower and the resources of their 
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own thoughts are ever so galling ; very strange indeed. 
But it is a confounded climate this, certainly. I won- 
der when it will clear op !*' 

Thus muttering, Lord Doningdale walked, or rather 
marched) to and fro the room, with his hands in his 
coat pockets, and his whip sticking perpendicularly out 
of the right one. Just at this moment the waiter came 
to announce that his lordship's groom was without, and 
desired much to see him. Lord Doningdale had then 
the pleasure of learning that his favourite grey hack- 
ney, which he had ridden winter and summer for fif- 
teen years, was taken with shivers, and, as the groom 
expressed it, seemed to have ** the collar [cholera ?] in 
its bowels !'' 

Lord Doningdale turned pale, and hurried to the 
Stables without saying a word. 

Maltravers, who, plunged in thought, had not over- 
heard the low and brief conference between master 
^and ffroom, remained alone, seated by the fire, his 
head buried in his bosom, and his arms folded. 

Meanwhile, the lady who occupied the adjoinin|^ 
clmmber had recovered slowly from her swoon. She 
put both hands to her temples as if trying to recol- 
lect her thoughts. Hers was a fair, innocent, almost 
vhildish face; and now, as a smile shot across it, 
there was sometlung so sweet and touching in the 
gladness it shed over that countenance, that you could 
not have seen it without strong and almost painful 
interest. It was the gladness of a person who has 
known sorrow 1 Suddenly she started up and said^- 
**No, then! I do not dream. He is come back— he 
is here~-all will be well again ! Ha ! it is his voice. 
Oh, bless him, it is Ms voice !'' She paused, her finger 
on her lip, her face bent down. A low and indistinct 
sound 01 voices reached her straining ear through the 
thin door that divided her from Maltravers. She lis* 
lened intently, but she could not overhear the import. 
Her heart beat violently. *'He is not alone!" she 
murmured, moumfullv. *^I will wait till the sound 
ceases, and theil I will venture in !" 

And what was the conversation carried on in that 
chamber t We must return to Ernest. He was sitting 
in the same thoutilitful posture when Madame de St. 
Ventadour returned. The Frenchwoibsn coloured when 

Vol. n.— B 






14 LOVE ON ONE 8IDB. 

she found herself alone with Ernest, and Ernest him- 
self was not at his ease. 

** Herbert has gone home to order the carriage, and 
Lord Doningdale has disappeared, I scare know whither. 
You do not, I trust, feel the worse for the rain V 

" No," said Valerie. 

" Shall you have any commands in London V asked 
Maltravers ; "1 return to town to-morrow." 

*^ So soon !" and Valerie sighed. " Ah !" she added, 
after a pause, " we shall not meet again for years, per- 
haps. Monsieur de St. Ventadour is to be appointed 

ambassador to the Court, and so — and so. W^ell, 

it is no matter. What has become of the friendship 
we once swore to each other!" 

'* It is here," said Maltravers, laying his hand on his 
heart. " Here, at least, lies the half of that friendship 
which was my dharge, and more than friendship, Va- 
lerie de St. Ventadour ; respect, admiration, gratitude. 
At a time of life when passion and fancy, most strong, 
might have left me an idle and worthless voluptuary, 
you convinced me that the world has virtue, and that 
woman is too noble to be our toy — the idol of to-day, 
the victim of to-morrow. Your influence, Valerie, left 
me a more thoughtful man — I hope a better one." 

"Oh!" said' Madame de St. Ventadour, strongly af- 
fected ; " I bless you for what you tell me : you cannot 
know, you cannot guess how sweet it is to me. Now 
I recognise you once more. What, what did my res- 
olution cost me ? Now I am repaid !" 

Ernest was moved by her emotion and by his own 
remembrances; he took her hand, and pressing it with 
frank and respectful tenderness, " I did not think, Va- 
lerie," said he, " when I reviewed the past, I did not 
think that you loved me ; I was not vain enough for 
that ; but, if so, how much is your character raised in my 
eyes ; how provident, how wise your virtue ! Happier and 
better for both, our present feelings, each to each, than 
if we had indulged a brief and guilty dream of passion, 
at war with all that leaves passion without remorse 
and bliss without alloy. Now — " 

** Now !" interrupted Valerie, quickly, and fixing on 
him her dark eyes, "now you love me no more! 
Yes, it is better so. Well, I will go back to my cold 
and cheerless state of life, and forget once more that 
Heaven endowed me with a heart !" 
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*' Ah, Valerie ! esteemed, revered, still beloved, not 
indeed with the fires of old, but with a deep, undying, 
and holy tenderness. Speak not thus to me. Let me 
not believe you unhappy ; let me think that, wise, sa- 
gacious, brilliant as you are, you have employed your 
gifts to reconcile yourself to a common lot. Still let 
me look up to you when I would despise the circles in 
which you Uve, and say—* On that pedestal an altar is 
yet placed to which the heart may bring the offerings 
of the soul.'" 

" It is in vain — in vain that I struggle," said Valerie, 
half choked with emotion, and clasping her hands pas- 
sionately. ** Ernest, I love you still ; I am wretched to 
think you love me no more ; 1 would give you nothing, 
yet I exact all ; my youth is going, my beauty dimmed, 
my very intellect is dulled by the hfe I lead ; and yet I 
ask from you that which your young heart once felt 
for me. Despise me, Maltravers, i am not what I 
seemed ; I am a hypocrite— despise me." 

" No," said Ernest, a&ain possessing himself of her 
hand, and falUng on his knee by her side. " No, never 
to be forgotten, ever to be honoured Valerie, hear me." 
As he spoke he kissed the hand he held ; with the other 
Valerie covered her face and wept bitterly, but in silence. 
Ernest paused till the burst of her feelings had subsided, 
her hand still in his — still warmed by his kisses — ^kisses 
as pure as cavalier ever impressed on the hand of lus 
queen. 

At that time the door communicating with the next 
room gently opened. A fair form, a form fairer and 
younger than that of Valerie de St. Ventadour, entered 
the apartment ; the silence had deceived her ; she be- 
tieved that Maltravers was alone. She had entered 
with her heart upon her lips ; love, sanguine, hopeful 
love in every vein, in every thought ; she had entered, 
dreaming that across that threshold life would dawn upon 
her afresh ; that all would be once more as it had been, 
when the common air was rapture. Thus she entered ; 
and now she stood spellbound, terror-stricken, pale as 
death ; life turned to stone ; youth, hope, bliss were for 
ever over to her ! Ernest kneeling to another was all 
she saw ! For this had she been faithful and true amid 
storm and desolation ; for this had she hoped, dreamed, 
lived. They did not note her; she was unseen, un- 
heard. And Ernest, who would have gone barefoot to 
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the end of the earth to find her, was in the Tery room 
with her, and knew it not ! 
" Call me hgain—^lovedr said Valerie, very softly. 
" Beloved Valerie, hear me !" 
These words were enough for the listener ; she turned 
noiselessly away : humble as that heart was, it was proud. 
The door closed on her ; she had obtained the wish of 
her whole being ; Heaven had heard her prayer ; she 
had once more seen the lover of her youth, and thence- 
forth all was night and darkness to her. What matter 
what became of her? One moment, what an effect it 
produces upon years! One moment! Virtue, crime, 
glory, shame, wo, rapture, rest upon moments ! Death 
itself is but a moment, yet eternity is its successor ! 

" Hear me !" continued Ernest, unconscious of what 
had passed — " hear me ; let us be what human nature 
and worldly forms seldom allow those of opposite sexes 
to be— friends to each other and to virtue also ; friends 
through time and absence ; friends through all the vicis- 
situdes of life ; friends on whose affection shame and 
remorse never cast a shade ; friends who are to meet 
hereafter! Oh, there is no attachment so true, no tie so 
holy as that which is founded on the old chivalry of 
loyalty and honour ; and which is what love would be 
if the heart and the soul were unadulterated by clay." 

There was in Ernest's countenance an expression so 
noble, in his voice a tone so thrilling, that Valerie was 
brought back at once to the nature which a momentary 
weakness had subdued. She looked at him with an 
admiring and grateful gipEO, and then said in a calm but 
low voice, '' Ernest, I understand you ; yes, your friend- 
ship is dearer to me than love." 

At this time they heard the voice of Lord Doning- 
dale on the stairs. Valerie turned away. Maltravers, 
as he rose, extended his hand ; she pressed it warmly, 
and the spell was broken, the temptation conquered, 
the ordeal passed. While Lord Doningdale entered 
the room, the carriage, with Herbert in it, drove to the 
door. In a few minutes the little party were within 
the vehicle. As they drove away the ostlers were 
harnessing the horses to the dark-green travelling* 
carriage. From the window a sad and straining eye 
gazed upon the gayer equipage of the peer ; that eye 
which Maltravers would have given half his fortune to 
meet again. But he did not look up ; and Alice Darvi« 
turned awavt and her fate for life was fixed ! 
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CHAPTER XI. 

fits of passion I h 
And I will dare to tell.'* 

"Thefoo 
Is meditated action." 



" Strange fits of passion I have known, 
id[ 



Wordsworth. 
''The food of hope 

Wordsworth. 



Maltrayers left Doningdale the next day. He had 
no further conversation with Valerie ; but when he took 
leave of her, she placed in his hand a letter, which he 
read as he rode slowly through the beech avenues of 
the park. Translated, it ran thus : — 

" Others would despise me for the weakness I showed 
?— but you will not ! It is the sole weakness of a life 
None can know what I have passed through — what 
hours of dejection and gloom — I, whom so many envy! 
Better to have been a peasant girl with love, than a 
queen whose life is but a dull mechanism. You, Mai- 
travers, I never forgot in absence ; and your image made 
yet more wearisome and trite the things around me. 
Years passed, and your name was suddenly in nten's 
lips. I heard of you wherever I went — I could not shut 
you from me. Your fame was as if you were conver- 
sing by my side. We met at last, suddenly and unex- 
pectedly. I saw that you loved me no more, and that 
conquered all my resolves : anguish subdues the nerves 
of the mind as sickness those of the body. And thus I 
forgot, and humbled, and might have undone myself. 
Juster and better thoughts are once more awakened 
within me, and when we meet again I shall be worthy 
of your respect. I see how dangerous that luxury of 
thought, that sin of discontent which I indulged. I go 
back to life resolved to vanquish all that can interfere 
with its claims and duties. Heaven guide and preserve 
you, Ernest ! Think of me as one whom you will not 
blush to have loved — whom you will not blush hereafter 
to present to your wife. With so much that is soft as 
well as great within you, you were not formed like me 
— to be alone. 

" Farewell l"^ 
B2 
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Maitravers read and reread this letter ; and when htf 
reached his home, he placed it carefully among th« 
things he most valued. A lock of Alice's hair lay be-^ 
Bide it — ^he did not think that either was dishonoured by 
the contact. 

With an effort he turned himself once more to those 
stem yet high connexions which literature makes with 
real life. Perhaps there was a certain restlessness in 
his heart which mduced him ever to occupy his mind. 
That was one of the busiest years of his life — the one 
in which he did most to sharpen jealousy and confirm 
fame. 



CHAPTER XII. 

" In effect he entered mj vpaiimeaV^^Oil Blot* 

*' I am surprised, said he, at the caprice of fortniie, who 8oin«> 
times delights in loading an execrable aathor with foyours, while 
she leaves good writers to perish for want." — Oil BUu, 

It was just twelve months since his last interview 
with Valerie, and Madame de St. Yentadour )iad long 
since left England, when one morning, as Maltravers sat 
alone in his study, Castruccio Cssarini was announced. 

'*Ah, my dear Castruccio, how are you 1" cried Mal- 
travers, eagerly, as the opening door presented the form 
of the Italian. 

** Sir,'' said Castruccio, with great stiffness, and speak- 
ing in French, which was his wont when he m,eant to 
be distant — ^*^ sir, I do not come to renew our former ac- 
quaintance — ^you are a great man" (here a bitter sneer), 
*' I an obscure one" (here Castruccio drew himself up) ; 
** I only come to discharge a debt to you which I find I 
have incurred." 

** What tone is this, Castruccio, and what debt dp yoa 
speak of?" 

*' On my arrival in town yesterday," said the poet, 
solemnly, ** I went to the man whom you deputed some 
years since to publish my little volume, to demand an 
account of its success ; and I found that it had cost one 
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hundred and twenty pounds, deducting the sale of forty- 
. nine copies which had been sold. Your books sell some 
thousands,' I am told. It is well contrived; mine fell 
stillbom ; no pains were taken with it — ^no matter" (a 
wave of the arm). '* You discharged this debt, I repay 

rou : there is a check for the money. Sir, I have done ; 
wish YOU a good-day, and health to eiyoy your repu* 
tation." 

" Why, Offisarini, this is folly.'' 

•* Sir—" 

*' Yes, it is folly, for there is no folly equal to that of 
throwing away friendship in a world where friendship 
is so rare. You insinuate that I am to blame for any 
neglect which your work e3q;)erienced. Your publisher 
can tell, you that I was more anxious about your book 
than I have ever been about my own." 

^ And the proof is that forty-nine copies were sold." 

^ Sit down, Castruccio, sit down and listen to rea- 
son;" and Maltravers proceeded to explain, and sooth, 
and console. He reminded the poor poet that his verses 
were written in a foreign tongue; that even English 
poets of great fame enjoyed but a limited sale for their 
works ; that it was impossible to make the avaricious 
public purchase what the stupid public would not take 
an interest in ; in short, he used all those arguments 
which naturally suggested themselves as best calcula- 
ted to convince and soften Castruccio : and he did this 
with so much evident sympathy and kindness, that at 
length the Italian could no longer justify his own resent- 
ment. A reconciliation took place, sincere on the part 
of Maltravers, hollow on the part of OaBsarini ; for the 
disappointed author could not forgive the successful 
one. 

'* And how long shall you stay in London?" 

" Some months.^ 

" Send for your luggage, and be my guest.". 

'* No ; I have taken lodgings that suit me. I am 
formed for solitude." 

" While you stay here you will, however, go into the 
world." 

^^ Yes, I have some letters of introduction, and I hear 
that the English can honour merit, even in an Italian." 

^ You hear the truth, and* it will amuse you at least 
to see OUT eminent men. They will receive you most 
hoi^nt^bly. Let me assist you a9 a ciceione." 
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" Oh, your valuable time — ^" 

*• Is at your disposal ; but where are you ^oingl" 

" It is Sunday, and I have had my curiosity excited 

to hear a celebrated preacher, Mr. , who, they teU 

me, is now more talked of than any author in London." 

" They tell you truly ; I will go with you ; I myself 

have not yet heard him, but proposed to do so this very 

day." 

" Are you not jealous of a man so much spoken oft" 

" Jealous ! why I never set up for a popular preacher ! 

ce rCest pas mon metier*^'* 

*^ If I were a successful author I should be jealous if 
the dancing-dogs were talked of." 

" No, my dear CaBsarini, I am sure you would not 
You are a little irritated at present by natural disap- 
pointment ; but the man >vho has as much success as 
he deserves is never morbidly jealous, even of a rival 
in his own line : want of success sours us, but a little 
sunshine smiles away the vapours. Come, we have no 
time to lose." 
Maltravers took his hat, and the two young men bent 

their way to chapel. Caesarini still retained the 

singular fashion of his dress, though it was now made 
of handsomer materials and worn with more coxcombry 
and pretension. He had much improved in person; 
had been much admired in Paris, and told that he looked 
like a man of genius ; and with his black ringlets flow- 
ing over his shoulders, his long mustaches, his broad 
Spanish-shaped hat, and eccentric garb, he certainly did 
not look like other people. He smiled with contempt 
at the plain dress of his companion. " I see," said he, 
" that you follow the fashion, and look as if you passed 
your life with elegans instead of students. I wonder 
you condescend to such trifles as fashionably-«haped 
hats and coats." 

"It would be worse trifling to set up for originality 
in hats and coats, at least in sober England. I was 
bom a gentleman, and I dress my outward frame like 
others of my order. Because I am a writer, why shoud 
I affect to be different from other men ?" 

" I see that you are not above the weakness of your 
countryman, Congreve," said Caesarini, " who deemed 
it finer to be a gentleman than an author." 

" I always thought that anecdote misconstrued. Con- 
greve had a proper and manly pride, to my judgment, 
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when be expressed a dislike to be visited merely as a 
raree-show." 

" But is it policy to let tbe world see that an autboi 
is like other people ? Would he not create a deeper 
personal interest if he showed that even in person 
alone he was unlike the herd T He ought to be seen 
seldom — ^not to stale his presence— and to resort to the 
arts that belong to the royalty of intellect as well as the 
royalty of birth." 

*' I dare say an author, by a little charlatanism of that 
nature, might be more talked of, might be more adored 
in the boaraing-schools, and make a better picture in the 
exhibition. But J think, if his mind be manly, he would 
lose in self-resi)ect at every quackery of the sort. And 
my philosophy is, that to respect one's self is worth all 
the fame in the world." 

Caesarini sneered and shrugged his shoulders ; it was 
quite evident that the two authors had no sympathy 
with each other. 

They an^ived at last at the chapel, and with some 
difficulty procured seats. 

Presently the service began. The preacher was & 
man of unquestionable talent and fervid elo<^uence ; but 
his theatrical arts, his affected dress, his artificial tones 
and gestures, and, above all, the fanatical mummeries 
which he introduced into the House of God, disgusted 
Maltravers, while they charmed, entranced, and awed 
Cffisarini. The one saw a mountebank and impostor — 
the other recognised a profound artist and an inspired 
prophet. 

But while the discourse was drawing towards a close, 
while the preacher was in one of his most eloquent 
bursts — the ohs ! and ahs ! of which were the grand 
prelude to the pathetic peroration — ^the dim outline of 
a female form, m the distance, riveted the eyes and ab- 
sorbed the thoughts of Maltravers. The chapel was 
darkened, though it was broad daylight ; and tne face 
of the person that attracted Ernest's attention was con- 
cealed by her head-dress and veil. But that bend of the 
neck, so simply graceful, so humbly modest, recalled 
to his heart but one image. Every one has, perhaps, 
observed that there is a physiognomy (if the bull may be 
pardoned) of form as well as face, which it rarely hap- 
pens that two persons possess in common. And .this, 
with most, is peculiarly marked in the turn of the head. 
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the outline of the shoulders, and the ineffable something 
that characterizes the postures of each individual in re- 
pose. The more intently he gazed, the more firmly 
Ernest was persuaded that he saw before him the long- 
lost, the never-to-be-forgotten mistress of his boyish 
days, and his first love. On one side of the lady in 
question sat an elderly gentleman, whose eyes were 
fixed upon the preacher; on the other, a beautiful little 
girl, with long fair ringlets, and that cast of features, 
which, from its exquisite delicacy and expressive mild- 
ness, painters and poets call the '* angelic.^' These per- 
sons appeared to belong to the same party. Maltravers 
literally trembled, so great were his impatience and 
agitation. Yet still, the dress of the supposed likeness 
of Alice, the appearance of her companions, were so 
evidently above the ordinary rank, that Ernest scarcely 
ventured to yield to the suggestions of his own heart. 
Was it possible that the daughter of Luke Darvil, thrown 
upon the wide world, could have risen so far beyond 
her circumstances and station t At length the moment 
came when he might resolve his doubts — the discourse 
was concluded — the extemporaneous prayer was at an 
end — the congregation broke up, and Maltravers pushed 
his way, as well as he could, through the dense and 
serried crowd. But every moment some vexatious ob- 
struction, in the shape of a fat gentleman or three 
close- wedged ladies, intercepted his progress. He lost 
sight of the party in Question amid the profusion of taU 
bonnets and waving plumes. He arrived at last, breath- 
less and -^aie as death (so great was the struggle within 
hi»*:), at the door of the chapel. He arrived in time to 
see a plain carriage, with servants in gray undress liv- 
eries, driving from the porch; and caught a gljimpse, 
within the vehicle, of the golden rindets of a child. 
He darted forward, he threw himself almost before the 
horses. The coachman drew in, and with an angry 
exclamation, very much like an oath, whipped his 
horses aside and went off. But that momentary pause 
sufficed. " It is she— it is ! Oh Heaven, it is Alice !'* 
murmured Maltravers : the whole place reeled before 
his eyes, and he clung, overpowered and unconscious, 
to a neighbouring lamp-post for support. But he re- 
covered himself with an agonizing effort as the thought 
struck upon his heart that he was about to lose sight 
of her again for ever. And he rushed forward, like one 
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frantic, in pursuit of the carriage. But there was a vast 
crowd of other cariia^res, besides stream upon stream 
of foot-passengers — for the great and the gay resorted 
to that place of worship as a fashionable excitement 
in a dull day. And, after a weary and dangerous chase, 
in which he had been nearly run over three times, Mai- 
travers halted at last, exhausted and in despair. Every 
succeeding Sunday, for months, he went to. the same 
chapel, but in vain ; in vain, too, he resorted to every 
pubUc haunt of dissipation and amusement. Alice Dar- 
vil he beheld no more. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

" Tell me, sir, 
Have you cast up your state, rated your land, 
And find it able to endure the chang^e ?'' 

The Noble GeaOeman. 

Bt degrees, as Maltravers sobered down from the 
first shock of that unexpected meeting, and from the 
prolonged disappointment that followed it, he became 
sensible of a strange kind of happiness or contentment. 
Alice was not^iti poverty ; she was not eating the un- 
hallowed bread of vice, or earning the bitter wages of 
laborious penury. He saw her in reputable, nay, op- 
ulent circumstances. A dark nightmare, that had often, 
amid the pleasures of youth or the triumphs of liter- 
ature, weighed upon his breast, was removed. He 
breathed more freely, he could sleep in peace. His 
conscience could no longer say to him, ** She who slept 
upon thy bosom is a wanderer upon the face of the 
earth ; exposed to every temptation, perishing, perhaps, 
for want." That single sight of Alice had been like the 
apparition of the injured dead conjured up at Heraclea 
— ^whose sight could pacify the aggressor and exorcise 
the spectres of remorse. He was reconciled with him- 
self, and walked on to the future with a bolder step 
and a statelier crest. Was she married to that staid 
and sober-looking personage whom he had beheld with 
her ? Was that child the offspring of their union 1 He 
hoped 80, for he loved her now as a brother. Poor 
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Alice ! could she have dreamed, ^hen ehe lay at hid 
feet gazing up into his eyes, that a time would come 
when Maltravers would thank God for the behef that 
she was happy with another ! 

Ernest Maltravers now felt a new man: the relief 
of conscience operated on his literary compositions. 
A more buoyant and elastic spirit entered into them ; 
they seemed to breathe as with a second youth. 

Meanwhile Cssarini threw himself into the fashicm^ 
able world, and, to his own surprise, was fSted and ca* 
Iressed. In fact, Castruccio was exactly the sort of 
person to be made a lion of. The letters of introduce 
tion that he had brought from Paris were addressed to 
those great personages in England between whom and 
personages equally great in France politics makes a 
bridge of connexion. Caesarini appeared to them as an 
accomplished young man, brother-in-law to a distin- 
guished member of the French Chamber. Maltravers, 
on the other hand, introduced him to the literary dilet- 
tanti, who admire all authors that are not rivals. The 
singular costume of Caesarini, which would have revolt- 
ed persons in an Englishman, enchanted them in an 
Italian. He looked, they said, like a poet. Ladies like 
to have verses written to them; and Caesarini, who 
talked very httle, made up for it by scribbling etemall^r. 
The young man's head soon grew filled with compari* 
sons between himself in London and Petrarch at Avig- 
non. As he had always thought that fame was in the 
gift of lords and ladies, and had no idea of the multitude^ 
e fancied himself already famous ; and, since t)ne of 
his strongest feelings was his jealousy of Maltravers, 
he was delighted at being told he was a much more in-* 
teresting creature than that haughty personage, who 
wore his neckloth like other people, and had not even 
those indispensable attributes of genius, black curls 
and a sneer. Fine society, which, as Madame de Stael 
well says, depraves the frivolous mind and braces the 
strong one, completed the ruin of all that was manly 
in Cssarini^s intellect. He soon learned to hmit his 
desire of effect or distinction to gilded saloons ; and his 
vanity contented itself upon the scraps and morsels 
from which the lion heart of true ambition turns in 
disdain. But this was not all. Csesarini was envious 
of the greater affluence of Maltravers. His own fortune 
was in a small capital of eight or nine thousand pomids ; 
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but, thrown in the midst of the wealthiest society in 
Europe, he could not bear to sacrifice a single claim 
upon its esteem. He began to talk of the satiety of 
wealth, and young ladies listened to him with remark- 
able interest when he did so ; he obtained the reputation 
of riches ; he was too vain not to be charmed with it. 
He endeavoured to maintain the claim by adopting the 
extravagant excesses of the day. He bought horses — 
he gave away jewels — he made love to a marchioness 
of forty- two, who was very kind to him and very fond 
of ecarti — he gambled— he was in the high road to de- 
struction. 
Vol. II.— C 
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BOOK VI. 



nXntiv Tt Ttpnvdv. 

EuHiPiDSS — Ion, line 64L 

** Perchance yoa say that gold's the arch-exceller, 
And to be rich is sweet?'* 

Kccvo ^ oIk &vaaxer6v 
Etxctv 6^2fv x^^f^vra roii Kaicioicrtv. 

Ibid., line 64B, 

" Tis not to be endured. 
To yield our trodden path and turn aside, 
Giving our place to knaves." 



BOOK V I. 



CHAPTER I. 

" L'adresse et Tartifice ont pass^ dans mon coeur, 
Qu'on a sous cet habit eta'esprit et de ruse !'* 

Rbqnard 

It was a fine morning in July when a gentleman 
who had arrived in town the night before — after an ab- 
sence from England of several years — walked slowly 
and musmgly up that superb thoroughfare which con- 
nects the Regent's Park with St. James's. 

He was a man who, with great powers of mind, had 
wasted his youth in a wandering, vagabond kind of life, 
but who had worn away the love of pleasure, and begun 
to awaken to a sense of ambition. 

" It is astonishing how this city is improved," said he 
to himself. " Everything gets on in this world with a 
little energy and bustle, and everybody as well as eve- 
rything. My old cronies, fellows not half so clever as 
I am, are all doing well. There's Tom Stevens, my 
very fag at Eton — snivelling little dog he was too ! just 
made under secretary of state. Pearson, whose longs 
and shorts 1 always wrote, is now head-master to the 
human longs and shorts of a public school—- editing 
Greek plays, and booked for a bishopric. Collier, I 
see, by the papers, is leading his circuit; and Ernest 
Maltravers (but he had some talent !) has made a name 
in the world. Here am I, worth them all put together, 
who have done nothing but spend half my little fortune 
in spite of all my economy. Egad, this must have an 
end. I must look to the main chance; and yet, just 
when I want his help the most, my worthy uncle thinks 
fit to marry again. Humph — I'm too good for this 
world." 

While thus musing the soliloquist came in direct per- 
sonal contact with a tall gentleman, who carried his head 
very high in the air, and did not appear to see that he 

C2 



30 UNCLE AND NEPHEW. 

had nearly thrown our abstracted philosopher off his 
xegs. 

" Zounds, sir, what do you mean V cried the latter. 

" I beg your par — " began the other, meekly, when his 
arm was seized, and the injured man exclaimed, '* Bless 
me, sir, is it indeed you whom I see V 

"Ha! LumleyV' 

" The same, and how fares it, my dear uncle t I did 
not know you were in London. I only arrived last night. 
How well you are looking !" 

" Why, yes, Heaven be praised, I am pretty well." 

" And happy in your new ties — ^you must present me 
to Mrs. Templeton." 

" Ehem," said Mr. Templeton, clearing his throat, and 
with a shght but embarrassed smile, ''I never thought 
I should marry again." 

" lihomrM propose et Dieu dispoae^^ observed Lumley 
Ferrers, for it was he. 

" Gently, my dear nephew," replied Mr. Templeton, 
gravely ; " those phrases are somewhat sacrilegious — I 
am an oldfashioned person, you know." 

" Ten thousand apologies." 

" One apology wiU suffice ; these h3rperboles of phrase 
are almost sinful." 

"Confounded old prig!" thought Ferrers; but he 
bowed sanctimoniously. 

" My dear uncle, I have been a wild fellow in my day, 
but with yesgrs comes reflection, and, under your gui- 
dance, if I may hope for it, I trust to grow a wiser and a 
better man." 

" It is well, Lumley," returned the uncle, " and I am 
very ^ad to see you returned to your own country. 
Will you dine with me to-morrow! I am living near 
Fulham. You had better bring your carpet-bag, and 
stay with me some days ; you will be heartily welcome, 
especially if you can shift without a foreign servant. 1 
have a great compassion for papists, but — " 

" Oh, my dear uncle, do not fear ; I am not rich enough 
to have a foreign servant, and have not travelled over 
three quarters of the globe without learning that it is 
possible to dispense with a valet." 

," As to being rich enough," observed Mr. Templeton, 
with a calculating air, " seven hundred and ninety-five 
pounds ten shillings a year will allow a man to keep 
1100 servants, if he pleases; but I am glad to find you 
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economical, at all events. We meet to-naonrow, then, at 
Biz o'clock." 

"witt rewoir— I mean, God bless you." 

" Tiresome old gentleman, that," muttered Ferrers, 
*'and not so cordial as formerly; perhaps his wife is 
enciente, and he is going to do me the injustice of havinff 
another heir. I must look to this, for without riches I 
had better go back and Uve au dTtgtUhne at Paris." 

With this conclusion Lumley quickened his pace, and 
soon arrived in Seamore Place. In a few moments more 
he was in the library, well stored with books, and deco-^ 
rated with marble busts and images from the studios of 
Canova and Flaxman. 

'* My master, sir, will be down immediately," said the 
servant who admitted him ; and Ferrers threw himself 
into a sofa, and contemplated the apartment with an air 
half envious and half cynical. 

Presently the door opened, and " My dear Ferrers !" 
* Well, mon cher, how are you ?" were the salutations 
hastily exchanged. 

After the first sentences of inquiry, gratulation, and 
welcome had cleared the way for more general conver- 
sation, '* Well, Maltravers," said Ferrers, " so here we 
are together again, and after a lapse of so many years i 
both older, certainly, and you, I suppose, wiser. At all 
events, people think you so, and that's siU that's impor- 
tant in the question. Why, man, you are looking as 
young as ever, only a little paler and thinner ; but look 
at me, I am not very tnuch past thirty, and I am almost 
an old man — ^bald at the temples— crows' feet, too, eh ! 
Idleness age3 one damnably." 

" Pooh, Lumley, I never saw you^look better. And 
you are really come to settle in England ?" 

*' Yes, if I can afford it. But, at my age, and after 
having seen so much, the life of an idle, obscure gan^on 
does not content me. I feel that the world's opinion, 
which I used to despise, is growing necessary to me. 
I want to be somethmg. What can I be ? Don't look 
alarmed, I won't rival you. I dare say literary reputa- 
tion is a fine thing, but I desire some distinction more 
substantial and worldly. You know your own country 
— ^give me a map of the roads to power." 

''To power! Oh, nothing but law, politics, and 
riches." 
"For law I am too old» politics, perhiftps, might 
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suit me , but riches, my dear Eroest — Kk, how I long 
for a ffood account with my banker !" 

" Well, patience and hope — are you not a rich, uncle's 
heir 1" 

" I don't know," said Ferrers, very dolorously ; " the 
old gentleman has married again, and may have a fam- 
ily." 

" Married — to whom V 

'* A widow, I hear; I know nothing more, except that 
she has a child already. So you see she has got into a 
cursed way of having children ; and perhaps, by the 
time Vm forty, I shall see a whole covey of cherubs 
flying away with the great Temple ton property !" 

" Ha, ha ! your despair sharpens your wit, Lumley ; 
but why not take a leaf out of your uncle's book, and 
marry yourself? Find an heiress if you must give up 
the heritage." 

" Sensibly said — more sensibly than I could have fan- 
cied any suggestion coming from a man who writes 
books, especially poetry ; and your advice is not to be 
despised ; for rich I will be, and, as the fathers (I don't 
mean of the church, but in Horace) told the rising gen- 
eration, the first thing is to resolve to be rich — and it is 
only the second thing to consider how." 

" Meanwhile, Ferrers, you will be my guest ?" 

" I'll dine with you to-day ; but to-morrow I am off 
to Fulham, to be introduced to my aunt. Can't you 
fancy her ? gray gros de -Naples gown, gold chain with 
an eyeglass — rather fat — ^two pugs and a parrot ! * Start 
not, this is fancy's sketch !' I have not yet seen the 
respectable relative with my physical optics. What 
shall we have for ninner ? Let me choose, you were 
always a bad caterer." 

As Ferrers thus rattled on, Maltravers felt himself 
growing younger ; old times and old adventures crowd- 
ed fast upon him ; and the two friends spent a most 
agreeable day together. It was only the next morning 
that Maltravers, in thinking over the various conversa- 
tions that had passed between them, wsls forced reluc- 
tantly to acknowledge that the inert selfishness of Lum- 
ley Ferrers seemed now to have hardened into a reso- 
lute and systematic want of principle, which might, per- 
haps, make nim a dangerous and designing man, if urged 
by circumstances into action. 



THB CflIL]>. 33 



CHAPTER II. 

"Daupk. Sir, I must speak to you. I hare been long your despiseil 
kinsman. 
" Morose. Oh, what thou wilt, nephew.'* — Epicene, 

** Her silence is dowrr enough— exceedingly soft spoken ; thrifty 
of her speech, that spends but sis words a day. — Ibid. 

The coach dropped Mr. Ferrers at the gate of a viUa 
about three milea from town. The lodgekeeper charg^ed 
Mmself with the carpet-bag, and Ferrers strolled, with 
bis hands behind him (it was his favourite mode of dis- 
posing of them), through the beautiful and elaborate 
pleasure-grounds. 

" A very nice, snug little box (jointure-house, I sup* 
pose!). I would not grudge that, I^m sure, if I had but 
the rest. Fut here, I suspect, comes madame's iirst 
specimen of the art of having a family." This last 
thought was extracted from Mr. Ferrers's contempla- 
tive brain by a lovely little girl, who came running up 
to him, fearless and spoiled as she was ; and, after in- 
dulging in a tolerable stare, exclaimed, " Are you come 
to see papa, sir V 

** Papa ! the deuse !'' thought Lumley ; " and who is 
papa, my -dear?" 

^' Why, mamma's husband. He is not my papa by 
rights." 

" Certainly not, my love, not by rights — ^I compre- 
herfd." 

« Eh !" 

" Yea, I am going^ to your papa by wrongs—Mr. Tem 
pleton." 

« Oh, this way, then." 

" You are very fond of Mr. Templeton, my little 
angel." 

^' To be sure I am. You have not seen the rocking* 
horse he is going to give me." 

" Not yet, sweet child ! And how is mamma ?" 

" Oh, poor, dear mamma," said the child, with a sud- 
den change of voice, and tears in her eyes. " Ah, she 
is not well." 



M QinssTioNfl. 

" In the family-way, to a dead certainty !" muttered 
Ferrers, with a groan ; " but here is my uncle. Horrid 
name! uncles were always wicked fellows. Richard 
the Third, and the man who did something or other to 
the children in the wood, were a joke to my hard- 
hearted old relation, who has robbed me with a widow ! 
The lustful, liquorish old — ^My dear sir, I'm so glad to 
see you !" 

Mr. Templeton, who was a man very cold in his 
manners, and always either looked over people's heads 
or down upon the ground, just touched his nephew's 
outstretched hand, and telling him he was welcome, 
observed that it was a very tine afternoon. 

" Very, indeed ; sweet place this ; you see, by-the- 
way, that I have already made acquaintance with my 
fair cousin-in-law. She is very pretty." 

" I really think she is," said Mr. Templeton, with 
some warmth, and gazing almost fondly at the child, 
who was now throwing buttercups up in the air, and 
trying to catch them ; Mr. Ferrers wished in his heart 
that they had been brickbats ! 

'* Is she like her mother ?" asked the nephew. 

« Like who, sir V 

" Her mother — Mrs. Templeton." 

" No— not very ; there is an air, perhaps ; but the 
likeness is not remarkably strong. Would you not like 
to go to your room before dinner V 

" Thank you. Can I not first be presented to Mrs. 
Tem— " 

•* She is at her devotions, Mr. Lumley," interrupted 
Mr. Templeton, grimly. 

"** The she-hypocrite !" thought Ferrers. ** Oh, I am 
delighted your pious heart has found so congenial a 
helpmate !" 

" It is a great blessing, and I am grateful for it. This 
is the way to the house." 

Lumley, now forcibly installed in a grave bedroom, 
with dimity curtains, and dark brown paper with light 
brown stars on it, threw himself into a large chair, and 
yawned and stretched with as much fervour as if he 
could have yawned and stretched himself into his un- 
cle's property. He then slowly exchanged his morn- 
ing-dress for a quiet suit of black, and thanked his stars 
that, amid all his sins, he had never been a dandy, and 
had never rejoiced in a fine waistcoat — a criminatl pos- 
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session that l&e well knew would have entirely hardened 
his uncle's conscience against him. He tarried in his 
room till the second bell summoned him to descend ; 
and then^ entering the drawing-room, which had a cold 
look' even in July, found his uncle standing by the man- 
telpiece, and a young, shght, handsome woman, half 
buried in a huge, but not comfortable,/au/eui/. 

'* Your aunt, Mrs. Templeton ; madam, my nephew, 
Mr. Lumley Ferrers," said Templeton, with a wave of 
the hand. " John, dinner !" 

" I hope I am not late !" 

" No," said Templeton, gently, for he had always liked 
his nephew, and began now to thaw towards him a little 
on seeing that Lumley put a good face upon the new 
state of a/Tairs. 

" No, my dear boy, no ; but I think order and punc- 
tuality cardinal virtues in a well-regulated family." 

"Dinner, sir," said the butler, opening the folding- 
doors at the end of the room. 

" Permit me," said Lumley, offering his arm to the 
aunt. " What a lovely place this is !" 

Mrs. Templeton said something in reply, but what it 
was Ferrers could not discbver, so low and choked was 
the voice. 

" Shy," thought he ; " odd for a widow ! but that's 
the way those husband-buriers take us in !" 

Plain as was the general furniture of the apartment, 
the natural ostentation of Mr. Templeton broke out in 
the massive value of the plate, and the number of the 
attendants. He was a rich man, and he was proud of 
his riches ; he knew it was respectable to be rich, and 
he thought it was moral to be respectable. As for the 
dinner, Lumley knew enough of his uncle's tastes to be 
prepared for viands and wines, that even he (fastidious 
gourmand as he was !) did not despise. 

Between the intervals of eating Mr. Ferrers endeav- 
oured to draw his aunt into conversation, but he found 
all his ingenuity fail him. There was, in the features ' 
of Mrs. Templeton, an expression of deep but calm 
melancholy, that would have saddened most persons to 
look upon, especially in one so young and lovely. It 
was evidently something beyond shyness or reserve that 
made her so silent and subdued, and even in her silence 
there was so much natural sweetness, that Ferrers 
could not ascribe her manner to haughtiness or the de- 
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aire to repel. He was rather pustled ; " for though,'* 
thought he, sensibly enough, " my uncle is not a youth, 
he is a very rich fellow ; and how any widow, who is 
married again to a rich old fellow, can be melancholy, 
passes my understanding !*' 

Temptleton, as if to draw attention from his wife's 
taciturnity, talked more than usual. He entered largely 
into politics, and regretted that, in times so critical, he 
was not in parliament. 

" Did I possess your youth and your health, Lumley, 
I would not neglect my country — popery is abroad." 

" I myself should like very much to be in parliament," 
said Lumley, boldly. 

" I dare say you would," returned the uncle, dryly. 
" Parliament is very expensive — only fit for those who 
have a la^ge stake in the country. Champagne to Mr. 
Ferrers." 

Lumley bit his Up, and spoke little during the rest of 
the dinner. Mr. Templeton, however, waxed gracious 
by the time the dessert was on the table ; and began 
cutting up a pineapple, with many assurances to Lumley 
that gardens were nothing without pineries. " When- 
ever you settle in the country, nephew, be sure you 
have a pinery." 

" Oh, yes," said Lumley, almost bitterly, " and a pack 
of hounds, and a French cook ; they will all suit my 
fortune very well." 

" You are more thoughtful on pecuniary matters than 
you used to be," said the uncle. 

"Sir," replied Ferrers, solemnly, "in a very short 
time I shall be what is called a middle-aged man." 

" Humph !" said the host. 

There was another silence. Lumley was a man, as 
we have said or imphed before, of great knowledge of 
human nature, at least the ordinary sort of it, and he 
now revolved in his mind the various courses it might 
be wise to pursue towards his rich relation. He saw 
^ that, in delicate fencing, his uncle had over him the 
same advantage that a tall man has over a short one 
with the physical sword-play ; by holding his weapon in 
a proper position, he kept the other at arm's length. 
There was a grand reserve and dignity about the man 
who had something to give away, of which Ferrers, 
however actively he might shift his ground and flourish 
his rapier, could not bredL the defence. He determined. 
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therefore, upon a new game, for which his frankness 
of manner admirably adapted him. Just as he formed 
this resolution, M rs^ Templeton rose, and with a gentle 
bow, and soft, though languid smile, glided from the 
room. The two gentlemen resettled themselves, and 
Templeton pushed the bottle to Fenrers. 

" Help yourself, Lumley ; your travels seem to have 
deprivea you of your high spirits ; you are pensive." 

" Sir," said Ferrers, abruptly, " I wish to consult you." 

" Oh, young man, you have been guilty of some ex- 
cess — ^you have gambled — you have — " / 

** I have done nothing, sir, that should make me less 
worthy your esteem. I repeat, I wish to consult you ; 
I have outlived the hot days of my youth ; I am alive 
to the claims of the world. I have talents, I believe, 
and I have application, I know. I wish to fill a position 
in the world that may redeem my past indolence and 
do credit to my family. Sir, 1 set your example before 
me, and I now ask your counsel with the determination 
to follow it." 

Templeton was startled ; he half shaded his face with 
his hand, and gazed searchingly upon the high forehead 
and bold eyes of his nephew. " I believe you are sin- 
cere," said he, after a pause. 

" You may well believe so, sir." 

" Well, I will think of this. I like an honourable am- 
bition — not too extravagant a one, that is sinful; but 
a respectable station in the world is a proper object of 
desire, and wealth is a blessing; because," added the 
rich man, taking another slice of the pineapple, " it en- 
ables us to be of use to our fellow-creatures !" 

" Sir, then," said Ferrers, with daring animation, 
" then I avow that my ambition is precisely of the kind 
you speak of. I am obscure, 1 desire to be reputably 
known ; my fortune is mediocre, I desire it to be great. 
I ask you for nothing — I know your generous heart; 
but I wish independently to work out my own career !" 

" Lumley," said Templeton, " I never esteemed you 
so much as I do now. Listen to me ; I will confide in 
you ; I think the government are under obligations to 
me." 

" I know it," exclaimed Ferrers, whose eyes sparkled 
at the thought of a sinecure, for sinecures then existed ! 

"And," pursued the uncle, "I intend to ask them a 
favour in return." 

Vol. II.— D 
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" Oh, sir !" 

" Yes ; I think, mark me, with management and ad-r 
dress, I may — " 
" Well, my dear sir !" 

'* Obtain a barony for myself and heirs. I trust I 
shall soon have a family." 

Had somebody given Lumley Ferrers a hearty cuff on 
the ear, he would have thought less of it than of this 
wind-up of his nucleus ambitious projects. His jaw fell, 
his eyes grew an inch larger, and he remained perfectly 
speechless. 

" Ay," pursued Mr. Templeton, " I have long dreamed 
of this ; my character is spotless, my fortune great. I 
have ever exerted my parhamentary influence in favour 
of ministers ; and in this commercial country no man 
has higher claims than Richard Templeton to the hon- 
ours of a virtuous, loyal, and religious state. Yes, my 
boy, I like your ambition ; you see I have some of it 
myself; and, since you are sincere in your wish to tread 
in my footsteps, I think I can obtain you a junior part- 
nership in a highly respectable establishment. Let me 
see, your capital now is — " 

" Pardon me, sir," interrupted Lumley, colouring with 
indignation, despite himself; ^^ I honour commerce much^ 
but my paternal relations are not such as would allow 
me to enter into trade. And, permit me to add," contin- 
ued he, seizing with instant adroitness the new weakness 
presented to him — *^ permit me to add, that those rela- 
tions, who have been ever kind to me, would, properly 
managed, be highly efficient in promoting your own 
views of advancement ; for your sake I woidd not break 
with them. Lord Saxingham is still a minister— -nay, 
he is in the cabinet." 

"Hem — Lumley — ^hem!" said Templeton, thought- 
fully ; " we will consider — we will consider. Any more 
wine 1" 

" No, I thank you, sir." 

" Then 111 just take my evening stroll, and think over 
matters. You can rejoin Mrs. Templeton. And, I say, 
Lumley, I read prayers at nine o'clock. Never forget 
your Maker, and he will not forget you. The barony 
will be an excellent thing, eh 1 — ^an English peerage — 
yes — an English peerage! Very different from your 
beggarly countships abroad !" 

So saying, Mr. Templeton rang for his hat and cane. 
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and stepped into the lawn from the window of the dining- 
room. 

" * The world's mine oyster, which I with sword will 
open,' " muttered Ferrers ; " I will mould this selfish 
old man to my purpose ; for, since I have neither genius 
to write, nor eloquence to declaim, I will at least see 
whether I have not cunning to plot and courage to act. 
Conduct — conduct— conduct — there lies my talent ; and 
what is conduct but a steady walk from a design to its 
execution?" 

With these thoughts Ferrers sought Mrs. Templeton. 
He opened the folding-doors very gently, for all his 
habitual movements were quick and noiseless, and per- 
ceived that Mrs. Templeton sat by the window, and that- 
she seemed engrossed with a book which lay open on a 
little work-table before her. \ 

" Fordyce's Advice to Young Married Women,! sup- 
pose. Sly jade ! However, I must not have her against 
me." 

He approached; still Mrs. Templeton did not note 
him, nor was it till he stood facing her that he himself 
observed that her tears were falling fast over the page. 

He was a little embarrassed, and, turning towards the 
window, affected to cottgh, and then said, without look- 
ing at Mrs. Templeton; " I fear I have disturbed you*" 

" No," answered the same low, stifled voice that had 
before replied to Lumley's vain attempts to provoke 
conversation — ^**it was a melancholy employment, and 
perhaps it is not right to indulge it." 

** May I inquire what author so affected you 1" 

'* It is but a volume of poems, and I am no judge of 
poetry ; but it contains thoughts which — ^which — " Mrs. 
Templeton paused abruptly, and Lumley quietly took 
up the book. 

' " Ah," said he, turning to the title-page — ^** my friend 
ought to be much flattered." 

" Your friend ?" 

" Yes ; this, I see, is by Ernest Maltravers, a very in- 
timate ally of mine." 

"I should like to see him," cried Mrs. Templeton,- 
almost with animation ; " I read but little ; it was by 
chance that I met with one of his books, and they are 
as if I heard a dear friend speaking to me. Ah ! I should 
like to see him !" 

^ Fm sure, madam !" said the voice of a third person 



40 THE SAINT UPON AUTHORS. 



> 



in an austere and rebukmg accent, '' I do not see what 
good it would do your immortal soul to see a man who 
writes idle verses, which appear to me, indeed, higMy 
immoral. I just looked into that volume this morning, 
and found nothing but trash — ^love-sonnets, and such 
stuff." 

Mrs. TempletonH^de no reply; and Lumley,in order 
to change the conversation, which seemed a little too 
matrimonial for his taste, said, rather awkwardly, *' You 
are returned very soon, sir." 

^^ Yes, I donH like walking in the rain !" 

^' Bless me, it rains, so it does — I had not observed — ^^ 

^' Are you wet, sir T had you not better — " began the 
wife, timidly. 

'' No, ma^am, I'm not wet, I thank you. By-the-by, 
nephew, this new author is a friend of yours. I won- 
der a man of his family should condescend to turn 
author. He can come to no good. I hope you will 
drop his acquaintance ; authors are very unprofitable as- 
sociates, I'm sure. I trust I shall see no more of Mr. 
Maltravers's books in my house." 

'* Nevertheless, he is well thought of, sir, and makes 
no mean figure in the world," said Lumley, stoutly ; for 
he was by no means disposed tci give up a friend who 
might be as useful to him as Mr. Templeton himself. 

" Figure or no figure, I have not had many dealings 
with authors in my day; and when I had I always re- 
pented it. Not sound, sir, not sound — all cracked some- 
where. Mrs. Templeton, have the kindness to get the 
prayer-book; my hassock must be fresh stuffe^ it gives 
me quite a pain in my knee. Lumley, will yoti ring 
the bell? Your aunt is very melancholy. True reli- 
gion is not gloomy ; we will read a sermon on cheer- 
fulness." 

"So, so," said Mr. Ferrers to himself, as he un- 
dressed that night—" I see that my uncle is a little dis- 
pleased with my aunt's pensive face — a little jealous of 
her thinking of anything but himself. Tant mieux — I 
must work upon this discovery ; it will not do for them 
to live too happily with each other. And what with 
that lever, and what with his ambitious projects, I think 
I see a way to push the good things of this world a few 
inches nearer to Lumley Ferrers." 
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CHAPTER III. 

** The pride, too, of her step, as lightm 
Along the unconscious earth she went, 
Seem'd that of one born with a right 
To walk some heavenlier element." 

XovM i^tkt AngtU, 

" Can it be 
That these fine impulses, these lofty thoughts 
Burning with their own beauty, are but given 
To make me the low slave of vanity V* 

JErinna, 

** Is she not too fttir 
Even to think of maiden's sweetest care T 
The mouth and brow are contrasts." 

Ibid, 

It was two or three evenings after the date of the 
last chapter, and there was what the newspapers call a 
select party in one of the noblest mansions in London. 
A young lady, on whom all eyes were bent, and whose 
beauty might have served the painter for a model of a 
Semiramis or Zenobia* more majestic than became her 
years, and so classically faultless as to have something 
cold and statue-like in its haughty lineaments, was mo- 
ving through the crowd that murmured applauses as 
she passed. This lady was Florence Lascelles, the 
daughter of Lumley's great relation, the Earl of Saxing- 
ham, and supposed to be the richest heiress in England. 
Lord Saxhigham himself drew aside his daughter as she 
swept along. 

*• Florence," said he, in a whisper, " the Duke of •••• 
is greatly struck with you — ^be civil to him — ^I am about 
to present him." 

So sayme, the earl turned to a small, dark, stiff-look- 
ing man, of about twenty-eight years of age, at his left, 
and introduced the Duke of *•*• to Lady Florence Las- 
celles. The duke was unmarried ; it was an introduc- 
tion between the greatest match and the wealthiest 
heiress in the peerage. 

** Lady Florence," said Lord Saxingham, ** is as fond 
of horses ^ yourself, duke, though not quite so good a 
jodge." 

D2 
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** I confess I do like horses," said the duke, with an 
ingenuous air. 

Lord Saxinghaih moved away. 

Lady Florence stood mute; one glance of bright 
contempt shot from her large eyes ; her lip slightly 
curled, and she then half turned aside, and seemed to 
forget that her new acquaintance was in existence. < 

His grace, like most great personages, was not apt 
to take offence, nor could he, indeed, ever suppose that 
any slight towards the Duke of **** could be intended ; 
still he thought it would be proper in Lady Florence to 
begin the conversation ; for he himself, though not shy, 
was habitually silent, and accustomed to be saved the 
fatigue of defraying the small charges of society. After 
a pause, seeing, however, that Lady Florence remained' 
speechless, he began. 

" You ride sometimes in the park. Lady Florence 1" 

" Very seldom." 

" It is, indeed, too warm for riding at present." 

" I did not say so." 

" Hem — I thought you did." 

Another pause. 

" Did you speak, Lady Florence 1" 

" No." 

"Oh! I beg pardon^LordSaxingham is looking very 
well" 

" I am glad you think so." 

"Your picture in the exhibition scarcely does you 
Justice, Lady Florence ; yet Lawrence is usually hap- 
py." 

" You are very fl?ittering," said Lady Florence, with 
a lively and perceptible impatience in her tone and 
manner. The young beauty was thoroughly spoiled ; 
and now all the scorn of a scornful nature was drawn 
forth, by observing the envious eyes of the crowd were 
bent upon one whom the Duke of**** was actually 
taUcing to. Brilliant as were her own powers of con- 
versation, she would not deign to exert them ; she w^ 
an aristocrat of intellect rather than of birth, and she 
took it into her head that the duke was an idiot. She 
was very much mistaken. If she had but broken upi 
the ice, she would have found that the water below was 
^not shallow. The duke, in fact, like many other Eng- 
lishmen, though he did not Uke the trouble of showing 
forth, and had an ungainly manner, was a man who had 



CONQtBSTS OF A COQUETTB. 48 

read a good deal, possessed a sound head and an hon;* 
•^ ourable mindy though he did not know what it was to 

love anybody, to care much for an3rthihg, and was at 
once perfectly sated, and yet perfectly contented ; for 
apathy is the combination of satiety and content. 

Still Florence judged of him as Uvely persons are apt 
to judge of the sedate : besides, she wanted to proclaim 
to him and to everybody else how little she cared for 
dukes and great matches ; she, therefore, with a slight 
inclination of her head, turned away, and extended her 
hand to a dark youhg man, who was gazing on her with 
that respectful, but unmistakable admiration, which 
proud women are never proud enough to despise. 

" Ah, signor,'' said she, in Italian, ^' I am so glad to 
see you ; it is a relief, indeed, to find genius in a crowd 
of nothing." 

So saymg, the heiress seated herself on one of those 
convenient couches which hold but two, and beckoned 
the Italian to her side. Oh, how the vain heart of Cas- 
truocio Cffisarini beat! What visions of love, rank, 
wealth, already flitted before him ! 

'^ I almost fancy," said Castruccio, " that the old days 
of romance are returned, when a queen could turn from 
princes and warriors to listen to a troubadour." 

*' Troubadours are now more rare than warrior and 
princes," replied Florence, with gay animation, which 
contrasted strongly with the coldness she had manifested 
to the Duke of •••*, " and therefore it would not now 
be a very great merit in a queen to fly from dulness 
and insipidity to poetry and wit." . 

" Ah, say not wit," said Caesarini ; " wit is incompati- 
ble with the grave character of deep feelings ; incom- 
patible with enthusiasm, with worship; incompatible 
with the thoughts that wait upon Lady Florence Las- 
celles." 

Florence coloured and slightly frowned ; but the im- 
mense distinction between her position and that of the 
youn^ foreigner, with her own inexperience, both of 
real hfe and the presumption of vain hearts, made her 

Eresently forget the flattery that would have oflended 
er in another. tShe turned the conversation, however, 
into general channels, and she talked of Italian poetry 
with a warmth and eloquence worthy of the theme. 
While they thus conversed a new guest had arrived 
who, from the spot where he stood, engaged with Lord 
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Saxinghanii fixed a steady and scratinizing gaze upon 
the pair. 

** Lady Florence has indeed improved," said this new 
guest. *'l could not have conceived that England 
boasted any one half so beautiful." 

" She certainly is handsome, my dear Lumley ; the 
Lascelles cast of countenance," replied Lord Saxingham, 
*'and so gifted! She is positively learned; quite a bafi 
bleu. I tremble to think of the crowd of poets and 
painters who will make a fortune out of her enthusiasm. 
JEntre nous, Lumley, I could wish her married to a man 
of sober sense, like the Duke of •••*, for sober sense 
is exactly what she wants. Dc^ observe, she has been 
just half an hour flirting with that odd-looking ad- 
venturer, a Signer Caesarini, merely because he writes 
sonnets and wears a dress like a stage-player !" 

" It is the weakness of the sexj my dear lord," said 
Lumley ; " they like to patronise, and they dote upon 
all oddities, from China monsters to cracked poets. 
But I fancy, by a restless glance cast every now and 
then around the room, that my beautiful cousin has in 
her something of the coquette." 

" There you are quite right, Lumley," returned Lord 
'^?Jiingham, laughing ; " but I will not quarrel with her 
for breaking hearts and refusing hands, if she do but 

grow steady at last, and settle into the Duchess of 

"Duchess of *•*•!" repeated Lumley, absently; 
•* well, I will go and present myself. I see she is grow- 
ing tired of the signer. I will sound her as to the ducal 
impressions, my dear lord." 

" Do, /dare not," replied the father ; " she is an excel- 
lent girl, but heiresses are always contradictory. It 
was very foolish to deprive me of all control over her 
fortune. Come and see me again soon, Lumley. I 
suppose you are going abroad ?" 

" No, I shall settle in England;* but, of my prospects 
and plans, more hereafter." 

With this Lumley quietly glided away to Florence 
There was somethmg in Ferrers that was remarkable 
from its very simplicity. His clear, sharp features, 
with the short hair and high brow — the absolute plain- 
ness of his dress, and the noiseless, easy, self-collected 
calm of all his motions, made a strong contrast to the 
ehowv Italiaiij by whose side he now stood. Florence 
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looked up at him with some httle surprise at his intra- 
sion. 

'* Ah, you donH recollect me !" said Lumley, with his 
pleasant laugh. ** Faithless Imogen, after all our vows 
of constancy ! Behold your Alonzo ! 

* The woims they crept in and the worms they crept oat.* 

DonH yoii remember how you trembled when I told you 
that true story, as we 

* Conyened at we sat on the green?* ** 

" Oh !" cried Florence, " it is indeed you, my dear 
cousin, my dear Lumley. What an age since we parted !" 

'* Don^t talk of age — it is an ugly word to a man of 
my years. Pardon, signer, if I disturb you.'^ 

And here Lumley, with a low bow, slid coolly into the 
place which Caesarini, who had shyly risen, left vacant 
for him. Castruccio looked disconcerted ; but Florence 
had forgotten him in her delight at seeing Lumley, and 
Caesarini moved discontentedly away, and seated him- 
self at a distance. 

** And I come back,'' continued Lumley, '' to find you 
a confirmed beauty and a professional coquette. Don't 
blush !" 

^ Do they indeed call me a coquette 1" 

** Oh, yes, for once the world is just." 

"Perhaps I do deserve the reproach. Oh, Lumley, 
how I despise all that I see and hear !" 

" What ! even the Duke of •*•• V 

" Yes, I fear even the Duke of •**• is no exception." 

" Your father will go mad if he hear you." 

" My father ! my poor father ! yes, he thinks the ut- 
most that I, Florence Lascelles, am made for, is to wear 
a ducal coronet and give the best balls in London." 

*' And, pray, what was Florence Lascelles made for?" 

"Ah! 1 cannot answer the question. I fear for Dis- 
content and Disdain." 

" You are an enigma— but I will take pains, and not 
rest till I solve you." 

" I defy you." 

" Thanks— better defy than despise." 

" Oh, you must be strangely altered if I can despise 
y©t«." 

" Indeed — ^what do you remember of me !" 

" That you were frank, bolcT, and, therefore, I sup- 
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pose, true ; that you shocked my aunts and my father 
by your contempt for the vulgar hypocrisies of our con- 
ventional life. Oh, no ! I cannot despise you." 

Lumley raised his eyes to those of -Florence— -he 
gazed on her long and earnestly — ambitious hopes rose 
high within him. 

*' My fair cousin," said he, in an altered and serious 
tone, '* I see something in your spirit kindred to mine ; 
and I am glad that yours is one of the earliest voices 
which confirm my new resolves on my return to busy 
England !" 

** And those resolves V 

" Are an Englishman's — energetic and ambitious." 

*' AlaS) ambition ! How many false portraits are there 
of the great original !" 

Lumley thought he had found a clew to the heart of 
his cousin, and he began to expatiate, with unusual elo- 
quence, on the nobleness of that daring sin which '* lost 
angels heaven." Florence listened to him with atten- 
tion, but not with sympathy. Lumley was deceived. 
His was not an ambition that could attract the fastid- 
ious but high-souled idealist. The selfishness of his 
nature broke out in all the sentiments that he fancied 
would seem to her most elevated. Place — power — ti- 
tles — all these objects were low and vulgar to one ^o 
saw them daily at her feet. 

At a distance the Duke of **•* contiuued from time 
to time to direct his cold gaze at Florence. He did not 
like her the less for not seeming to court him. He had 
something generous within him, and he could under- 
stand her. He went away at last, and thought serious- 
ly of Florence as a wife. Not a wife for companion- 
ship, for friendship, for love, but a wife who could take 
the trouble of rank off his hands — do him honour, and 
raise him an heir, whom he might flatter himself would 
be his own. 

From his comer also, with dreams yet more vain 
and daring, Castruccio CaBsarini cast his eyes upon the 
queenlike brow of the great heiress. Oh yes, she had 
a soul— she could disdain rank and revere genius! 
What a triumph over De Montaigne — Maltravers — all 
the world, if he, the neglected poet, could win the hand 
for which the magnates of the earth sighed in vain! 
Pure and lofty as he thought himself, it was her oirth. 
and her wealth which Caesanni adored in Florence, 
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And Lumley, nearer perhaps to the prize than either, 
yet still far off, went on conversing, with eloquent lips 
and sparkling eyes, while his cold heart was planning 
every word, dictating every glance, and laying out (for 
the most worldly are often the most visionary) the 
chart for a royal road to fortune. And Florence Las- 
celles, when the crowd had dispersed and she sought 
her chamber, forgot all three^— and with that morbid 
>roJBance often peculiar to those for whom Fate smiles 
the most, mused over the ideal image of the one she 
could love — *' in maiden meditation not fancy free !" 



CHAPTER IV. 

" In mea vesanas habui dispendia vires 
£t valui paenas fortis in ipsa meas." 

OriD. 

" Then might my breast be read within» 
A. thousand volumee would be written there.'* 

Earl of Sterlino. 

• 
Ernest Maltravers was at the height of his reputa* 
lion: the work which he had deemed tJ\e crisis that 
was to make or mar him was the most brilliantly suc- 
cessful of all he had yet committed to the public. Cer- 
tainly, chance did as much for it as merit, as is usually 
the case with works that become instantaneously pop- 
ular. We may hammer away at the casket with strong 
arm and good purpose, and all in vain, when some 
morning a careless stroke hits the right nail on the 
head, and we secure the treasure. 

It was at this time, when in the pxime of youth — rich, 
courted, respected, run^ after—that Ernest Maltravers 
fell seriously ill. It was no active or visible disease, 
but a general irritability of the nerves, and a languid 
sinking of the whole frame. His labours began, per- 
haps, to tell against him.; In earlier hfe he had been 
active as a hunter of the chamois, and the hardy exer- 
cise of his frame counteracted the effects of a restless 
and ardent*' mind. ' The change from an athletic to a 
sedentary habit of hfe— -the wear and tear of the brain 
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— the absoibing passion for knowledge wloch day end • 
night kept all hid (aculttes in a stretfih, ma^e strange . 
havoc in a constitution naturaliy string. The poor ' 
author ! how few persons understand, ^nd forbear with, 
and pity him! He sells his headth and. youth lo a rug- 
ged taskmaster. And, oh blind .an() selfish world, you 
expect .him to be as free of ipanner, and as pleasftnt of 
cheer, and as equal of mood, as if he weire passing the 
most agreeable and healthful existence that pleasure 
could sSfofd to smooth the' wrinkles of the mind, or 
medicine invent to regulate thcf nerves of thf body! 
But there was, besides all this, another cause that op- 
erated against the successful man ! His heart was too 
solitary. He lived without the sweet household' ties — . 
the connexions and amities he formed excited for a 
moment, but possessed no charm to comfort or to 
sooth. Cleveland resided so much in the country, 
and was of so much calmer a temperament, and so 
much more advanced in age, that, with all the friend- 
ship that subsisted between them, there was none of 
that daUy and familiar interchange of confidence which 
affectionate natures demand, as the very fdod of life. 
Of his brother (as the reader will conjecture from never 
having been formally presented to him) Emctst saw but 
little. Colonel Maltravers, one of the gayest and hanil- 
somest men of his time, married to a fine lady, lived 
principally at Paris, except when, for a few weeks in • 
the shooting season, he filled his country house with 
companions who had nothing in^^ommon with Ernest: 
the brothers corresponded regularly every quarter, and * 
saw each other once a year — this was all their inter* 
course. Ernest Maltravers stood in the world alone, 
with that cold but anxious spectre — Reputation. 

It was late at night. Before a table covered with the 
monuments of erudition and thought sat^a young man, 
with a pale and worn countenance. The clock in the 
room told with a fretting distinctness every moment 
that lessened the journey to the grave. There was an 
anxious and expectant expression on the face of the ^ 
student, and from time to time he glanced to the clock 
and" muttered to himself. Was it a letter from some 
adored mistress, the soothing flattery from some mighty 
arbiter of arts and letters, that«the^oung man eagerly 
awaited t No ; the aspirer was forgotten in the vSetu- 
dinarian. Ernest Maltravers was waiting the visit of 
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Ills physioiaii, :¥rtiQm at that late hour a Budden thought 
had induced hioa to eummon fmm his rest. At length 
the well-known knpck Was heard, and'in a few moments 
the phystcian entered. He was one well versed in the 
peculiar pathology of bookmen, and kindly as well as 
skilful. 

' "My dear .Mr. • Mal'travers, what is this? How are 
Ve? Not seriously ill, I hppe — ^no relapse— pulse low 
and^irreguiar, I see, but ho fever. You are nervous." 

*^ Doctor," said the student, "I did not send forjrou 
at this time of night from the idle fear or fretful caprice 
of. an invedid; but when I saw you this morning, you 
dropped som^ hints which have' haunted me ever since. 
Much that it befits ihe cofiscience and the soul to attend 
to without loss of time, depends upon my full knowledge 
of my ;real state. If I understand you rightly, I may 
have but a short time to live — ^is it so I" 
.'^^ Indeed," said the doctor, turning away his face, 
*' you ha^ve' exaggerated my meaning. I aid not say 
that you were in what we technically call danger." 

" Am J, then; likely to be a /o?i^.Uved man 1" 

The doctor coughed. " That is uncertain, my dear 
young friend," said he, after a pause. 

" Be plain with me. The plans of life must be based 
upon such calculations as we can reasonably form of 
its probable duration. Do not fancy that 1 am weak 
enough or coward enough to shrink from any abyss 
which I have approached unconsciously ; X desire, I ab« 
jure, nay, I conmiand you to be explicit." 

There was an earnest and solemn dignity in his pa- 
tient's voice and manner which deeply touched and 
impressed the good physician. 

" I will answer you frankly," said he ; " you over- 
work the nerves and the brain ; if you do not relax, you 
wiU subject yourself to confirmed disease and prema- 
ture death. For several months—- perhaps for years to 
come — ^you should wholly cease from literary labour. 
Is this a hard sentence? You are rich and young — 
enjoy yourself while you can." 

Maltravers appeared satisfied—- changed the conversa- 
tion — talked easily on other matters for a few minutes : 
nor was it till he had dismissed his physician that he 
broke forth with thevthoights that were burning in him. 

." Oh !" cried he aloud, as he rose and paced the 
lx>om with rapid prides ; *' now, when I see before ne 

Vol. n-^E 
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the broad and laminons path, am I to be condemned to 
halt and turn aside ? A vast empire rises on my view, 
greater than that of Caesars and conquerors — ^an empire 
durable and universal in the souls of men, that time it- 
self cannot overthrow; and death marches with me, 
side by side, and the skeleton hfind waves me back to 
the nothingness of common men." 

He paused at the casement-7-he threw it open, and 
leaned forth and gasped for air. Heaven was serene 
and still, as morning came Coldly forth among the wa- 
ning stars ; and the haunts of men, in their thoroughfare 
of idleness and of pleasure, were desolate and void. 
Nothing, save nature, was awake. 

" And if, oh stars !" murmured Maltravers, fipm the 
depth of his excited heart ; " if I had been insensible to 
your solemn beauty — ^if the heaven and the earth had 
been to me but as air and clay — if I were one of a dull 
and dim-eyed herd — I might live on, and drop into the 
grave from the ripeness of unprofitable years. It is 
because I yearn for the great objects of an immortal be- 
ing that life shrinks and shrivels up like a scroll. 
Away ; I will not listen to these human and material 
monitors, and consider life as a thing greater than the 
things that I would live for. My choice is made ; glory 
is more persuasive than the grave." 

He turned impatiently from the casement — ^his'eyes 
flashed — his chest heaved — he trod the chamber with a 
monaroh's air. All the calculations of prudence, all the 
tame and methodical reasonings with which, from time 
to time, he had sought to sober down the impetuous 
man into the calm machine, faded away before the 
burst of awful and commanding passions that swept over 
his soul. Tell a man, in the full tide of his triumphs, 
that he bears death within him; and what crisis of 
thought can be more startling and more terrible ! 

Maltravers had, as we have seen, cared little for fame 
till fame had been brought within his reach; then, with 
every step he took, new Alps had arisen. Each new 
conjecture brought to light a new truth, that demanded 
enforeement or defence. Rivalry and competition 
chafed his blood, and kept his faculties at their fuU 
speed. He had the generous racehorse spirit of emu- 
lation : ever in action, ever 'in progress, cheered on 
by the sarcasms of foes even more than by the applause 

01 friends, the desire of glory had become the habit of 
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existence. When we "have commenced a career, what 
stop is there till the grave t Where is the definite bar- 
rier of that ambition, which, like the eastern bird, seems 
ever on the wing, and never rests upon the earth ! 
Our names are not settled till our deatn ; the ghosts of 
what we have done are made our haunting monitors — 
our scourging avengers — ^if ever we cease to do, or fall 
short of the younger past. Repose is oblivion; to 
pause is to unravel all the web that we have woven — 
until the tomb closes over us, and men, just when it 
is too late, strike the fair balance between ourselves 
and our rivals ; and we are measured, not by the least, 
but by the greatest triumphs we have achieved. Oh, 
what a crushing sense of impotence comes over us 
when we feel our frame cannot support our mind — 
when the hand can no longer execute what the soul, 
actively as ever, conceives and desires! The quick 
life tied to the dead form — ^the ideas fresh as immortal- 
ity, gushing forth rich and golden, and the broken 
nerves, and the aching frame, and the weary eyes ! 
The spirit athirst for liberty and heaven — and the dam- 
ning, choking consciousness that we are walled up and 
prisoned in a dungeon that must be our burial-place ! 
Talk not of freedom — ^there is no such thing as freedom 
to a man whose body is the jail, whose iiSrmities are 
the racks of his genius ! 

Maltravers paused at last, and threw himself on his 
sofa, wearied and exhausted. Involuntarily, and as a 
half-unconscious means of escaping from his conflicting 
and profitless emotions, he turned to several letters 
which had for hours lain unopened on his table. Every 
one the seal of which he broke seemed to mock his 
state— every one seemed to attest the fehcity of his 
fortunes. Some bespoke the admiring sympathy of t}ie 
highest and wisest--one offered him a brilliant opening 
into public life — another (it was from Cleveland) was 
fraught with all the proud and rapturous approbation of 
a prophet whose auguries are at last fulfilled. At that 
letter Maltravers sighed deeply, and paused before he 
turned to the others. The last he opened was in an 
unknown hand, nor was any name affixed to it. Like 
all writers of some note, Msdtravers was in the habit of 
receiving anonymous letters of praise, censure, warn- 
ing, and exhortation— especially from young ladies at 
boflLfding-schools and old ladies in the country; but 
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there was that in the first sentences of the letter, which 
he now opened with a careless hand, that riveted his 
attention. It was a small and beautiful handwriting, 
yet the letters were more clear and bold than they usu- 
ally are in feminine calligraphy. 

'* Ernest Maltrayers," began this singular effusion, 
''have you weighed yourseO'l Are you aware of your 
capacities t Do you feel that for you there may be a 
more dazzling reputation than that which appears to 
content you? You, who seem to penetrate into the 
subtil est windings, of the human heart, and to have ex- 
amined nature as through a glass ; you, whose thoughts 
stand forth like armies marshalled in defence of truth, 
bold and dauntless, and without a stain upon their glit- 
tering armour ; are you, at your age and with your ad- 
vantages, to bury yourself amid books and scrolls ? 
Do you foiget that action is the grand career for men 
who think as you do ? Will this word- weighing and 

Jncture-writing — ^the cold eulogies of pedants — ^the list- 
ess praises of literary idlers, content all the yeamiugs 
of your ambition ? You were not made solely for the 
closet; 'The Dreams of Pindus and the Aonian Maids' 
cannot endure through the noon of manhood. You are 
too practical for the mere poet, and too poetical to sink 
into the dull tenour of a learned life. I have never 
seen you, yet I know you — I read your spirit in your 
page ; that aspiration for something better and greater 
than the great and the good, which colours all your 
passionate revelations of yourself and others, cannot be 
satisfied merely by ideal images. You cannot be con- 
tented, as poets and historians mostly are, by becoming 
great only from delineating great men, or imagining 
great events, or describing a great era. Is it not wor- 
thier of you to be what you fancy or relate ? Awake, 
Maltravers, awake! Look into your own heart, and 
feel your proper destinies. And who am I that thus 
address you ? A woman whose soul is filled with you — 
a woman in whom your eloquence has awakened, amid 
frivolous and vain circles, the sense of a new existence 
■—a woman who would make you yourself the imbod- 
ied ideal of your own thoughts and dreams, and who 
would ask from earth no other lot than that of follow- 
ing you on the road of fame with the e^^es of her 
heart. Mistake me not; I repeat that I have never 
seen you, nor do I wish it ; you might be other than I 



V 

\ 



CLITB LO\7N6SR8. 53 

imagine, and I should lose an idol and be left without 
a worship. I am a kind of visionary Rosicrucian : it is 
a spirit that I adore, and not a being like myself. You 
imagine, perhaps, that I have some purpose to serve in 
this — I have no object in administering to your vanity ; 
and, if I judge you rightly, this letter is one that might 
make you vain without a blush. Oh, the admiration 
that does not spring from holy and profound sources of 
emotion — how it saddens us or disgusts ! I have had 
my share of vulgar homage, and it only makes me feel 
doubly alone. I am richer than you are*--I have youth 
— I have what they call — ^beauty. And neither nches, 
Youth, nor beaut3r ever gave me the silent and deep 
nappiness I experience when 1 think of you. This is a 
worship that might, I repeat, well make even you vain. 
Think of these woids, I implore you. Be worthy, not 
of my thoughts, but of the shape in which they repre- 
sent you ; and every ray of glory that surrounds you 
will brighten my own way, and inspire me with a Kin- 
dred emulation. Farewell. I may write to you again, 
but you will never discover me ; and in life I pray that 
we may never meet !" 



CHAPTER V. 

** Our list of noUes next let Aniii grace.** 

Abgalom mud AchiiopheL 

** Sine me vacivum tempus ne quod dem mihi 
Laboris." 

Tm. 

" I can't think," said one of a group of young men, 
loitering by the steps of a clubhouse in St. JamesV 
street— " I can't think what has chanced to'Maltravers. 
Do you observe (as he walks — there — ^the pther side of 
the way) how much he is altered? He stoops like an 
old man, and hardly ever lifts his eyes from the ground. 
He certainly seems sick and sad !" 

" Writing books, I suppose." 

•* Or privately married." 

" Or growing too rich-— rich men are always unhappy 
beings" 

E2 
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" Ha, Ferrers, how are youl" 
" So, so ! What's the news V replied Lumley. 
" Rattler pays forfeit." ' 
" Oh ! but in politics ?" 
** Hang politics ; are you turned politician ?^ 
" At my age, what else is there left to do ?" 
'^ I thought so by your hat ; all politicians sport odd- 
looking hats; it is very remarkable, but that is the 
great symptom of the disease." 

"My hat— *» it odd?" said Ferrers, taking off the 
commodity in question, and seriously regarding it. 
** Why, who ever saw such a brim 1" 
** Glad you think so." 
"Why, Ferrers?" 

"Because it is a prudent policy in this country to 
surrender something trifling up to ridicule. If people 
can abuse your hat, or your carriage, or the shape of 
your nose, or a wart on your chin, they let slip a thou- 
sand more ia^>ortant matters. Tis the wisdom of the 
camel-driver, who gives up his gown for the camel to 
trample on, that he may escape lumself." 

" How droll you are, Ferrers ! Well, I shall turn in 
and read the papers ; and you — " 
" Shall pay my visits and rejoice in my hat !" 
" Au revoir : by-the-by, your friend, Maltravers, has 
just passed, looking thoughtful, and talking to himself! 
What's the matter with him ?" 

" Lamenting, perhaps, that he too does not wear an 
odd hat, for gentlemion hke you to laugh at, and leave 
the rest of him in peace. Good-day." 

On went Ferrers, and soon found himself in the mall 
of the park. Here he was joined by Mr. Templeton. 

"Well, Lumley," said the latter (and it may be here 
remarked that Mr. Templeton now exhibited towards 
his nephew a greater respect of manner and tone than 
he had thought it necessary to observe before) — " well, 
Lumley, and have you seen Lord Saxingham ?" 
" I have, sir; and I regret to say — " 
" I thought so— -I thought it," interrupted Templeton ; 
^* no gratitude in pubhc men — ^no wish m high places to 
honour virtue !" 

" Pardon me. Lord Saxipgham declares that he should 
be deUghted to forward your views ; that no man more 
tieserves a pscrage ; but that^" 
** Oh yes ; alwajrs * buts V " 
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" But that there are so many claimants at present 
whom it is impossible to satisfy ; and — ^and — ^but I feel 
I ought not to go on." 

" Proceed, sir, I beg." 

" Why, then, Lord Saxingham is <I must be frank) a 
man who has a great regard for his own family. Your 
marriage (a source, my dear uncle, of the greatest grat- 
ification to me) cuts off the probable chance of your 
fortune and title, if you acquire the latter, descending 
to—" 

" Yourself !" put in Templeton, dryly. ** Your rela- 
tion seems, for the first time, to have discovered how 
dear your interests are to him." 

" For me individually, sir, my relation does not care 
a rush; but he cares a great deal for any member of his 
house being rich and in high station. It increases the 
range and credit of his connexions ; and Lord Saxing- 
ham is a man whom connexions help to keep great. To 
be plain with you, he will not stir in this business, be- 
cause he does not see how his kinsman is to be benefit- 
ed or his house strengthened." 

" Public virtue !" exclaimed Templeton. 

'* Virtue, my dear uncle, is a female ; as long as she 
is private property she is excellent ; but Public Virtue, 
like any other public lady, is a common prostitute." 

^*' Pshaw !" grunted Templeton, who was too much 
out of humour to read his nephew the lecture he might 
otherwise have done upon the impropriety of his simile ; 
for Mr. Templeton was one of those men who hold it 
vicious to talk of vice as existing in the world ; he was 
very much shocked to hear anythmg called by its proper 
name. 

*' Has not Mrs. Templeton some connexions that may 
be useful to you ?" 

" No, sir," cried the unple, in a voice of thunder. 

" Sorry to hear it — ^but we cannot expect all things : 
you have married for love — ^you have a happy home, 
a charming wife — this is better than a title and a fine 
lady." 

" Mr. Lumley Ferrers, you may spare me your con- 
solations. My wife — ^" 

^ Loves you dearly, I dare say," said the imperturba- 
ble nephew. " She has so much sentiment— is so fond 
of poetry. Oh, yes, she must love one who has done so 
much for her." 
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** Done so much— 'What do you mean ?" 

" Why, with your fortune— your station — your just 
ambition — you, who might have married anV one ; nay, 
by remaining unmarried, have conciliated all my inter- 
ested, selfish relations, hang them ! you have married a 
lady without connexions — and what more could you do 
for her?" 

" Pooh, pooh, you don't know all." 

Here Templeton stopped short, as if about to say too 
much, and frowned ; then, after a pause, he resumed-r 
" Lumley, I have married, it is true. You may not be 
my heir, but I will make it up to you — ^that is, if you 
deserve my affection." 

" My dear unc — ^" 

" Don't interrupt me, I have projects for you. Let 
our interests be the same. The tiUe may yet descend 
to you. I may have no male offspring — meanwhile, 
draw on me to any reasonable amount — ^young men 
have expenses — but be prudent, and if you want to get 
on in the world, never let the world detect you in a 
scrape. There, leave me now." 

" My best, my heartfelt thanks." 

''Hush — sound Lord Saxingham again; I must and 
will have this bawble — I have set my heart on it." So 
saying, Templeton waved away his nephew, and mu- 
singly pursued his path towards Hyde Park Comer, 
where his carriage awaited him. As soon as he entered 
his demesnes, he saw his wife's daughter running across 
the lawn to greet him. His heart softened ; he checked 
the carriage and descended ; he caressed her, he played 
with her, he laughed as she laughed. No parent could 
be more fond. 

*' Lumley Ferrers has talent to do me honour," said 
he, anxiously ; *' but his principles seem unstable. How- 
ever, surely that open manner is the sign of a good 
heart !" 

Meanwhile, Ferrers, in high spirits, took his way to 
Ernest's house. His friend was not at home, but Fer- 
rers never wanted a host's presence to be at home him- 
self. Books were round him in abundance, but Ferrers 
was not one of those who read for amusement. He 
threw himself into an easy chair, an| began weaving 
new meshes of ambition and intrigue! At length the 
door opened, and Maltravers entered. 

" Why, Ernest, how ill you are looking !" 
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" I have not been well, but I am now recovering. As 
physicians recommend change of air to ordinary patients, 
so I am about to try change of habit. Active I must 
be — taction is the condition of my being ; but I must have 
done with books for the present. You see me in a new 
character." 

" How r' 

" That of a public man — ^I have entered parliament." 

"You astomsh me! I have read the papers this 
morning. I see not even a vacancy, much less an elec* 
tion." ^ 

" It is all managed by the lawyer and the banker. In 
other words, my seat ,is a close borough." 

'' No bore of constituents. I congratulate you, and 
envy. I wish I were in parliament myself." 

" You ! I never fancied you bitten by the political 
mania." 

" Political — ^no ! But it is the most respectable way, 
with luck, of living on the public. Better than swind- 
ling." 

"A candid way of viewing the question. But I 
thought at one time you were half a Benthamite, and 
that your motto was, 'The greatest happiness of the 
greatest number.' " 

" The greatest number to me is number <me» I agree 
with the Pythagoreans — ^unity is the perfect principle 
of creation! Seriously, how can you mistake the 
principles of opinion for the principles of conduct ? I 
am a Benthamite, a benevolist, as a logician ; but, the 
moment I leave the closet for the world, 1 lay aside 
speculation for others, and act for myself." 

'^ You are at least more frank than prudent in these 
confessions." 

' ** There you are wrong. It is by affecting to be worse 
than we are that we become popujar — and we get 
credit for being both honest and practical fellows. My 
uncle's mistake is to be a hypocrite in words : it rarely 
answers. Be frank in words, and nobody wiU suspect 
h3rpocrisy in your designs." 

Maltravers gazed hard at Ferrers ; something revolted 
and displeased his high-wrought platonism in the easy 
wisdom of his old friend. But he felt, almost for the 
first time, that Ferrers was a man to get on in the world, 
and he sighed — ^I hope it was for the world's sake ! 

After a short conversation on indifferent matters. 
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Cleveland was announced; and Ferrers, who could 
msJce nothing out of Cleveland, soon withdrew. Ferrers 
was now becoming an economist in his time. 

"My dear Maltravers," said Cleveland when they 
were alone, ** I am so glad to. see you ; for, in the first 
place, I rejoice to find you are extending your career 
of usefulness.*' 

*' Usefulness-^ah, let me think so ! life is so uncer- 
tain and so short, that we cannot too soon bring the 
little it can yield into the great commonwealth of the 
beautiful or the honest ; and both belong to and make 
up the useful. But in politics, and in, a highly artificial 
state, what doubts beset us ! what darkness surrounds ! 
If we connive at abuses, we juggle with our own reason 
and integrity ; if we attack them, how much, how fa- 
tally we may derange that solemn and conventional or- 
der which is the mainspring of the vast machine ! How 
little, too, can one man, whose talents may not be in that 
coarse road — ^in that mephitic atmosphere, be enabled 
to effect !" 

" He may effect a vast deal even without eloquence 
or labour ; he may effect a vast deal if he can set one 
example, amid a crowd of selfish aspirants and heated 
fanatics, of an honest and dispassionate man. He may 
effect more if he may serve among the representatives 
of that hitherto unrepresented thing — Literature ; if he 
redeem, by an ambition above place and emolument, 
the character for subservience that court-poets have 
obtained for letters; if he may prove that speculative 
knowledge is not disjoined from the practical world, 
and maintain the dimity of disinterestedness that 
should belong to leammg. But the end of a scientific 
morality is not to serve others only, but also to perfect 
and accomplish our individual selves; our own souls 
are a solemn trust to our own lives. You are about to 
add to your experience of human motives and active 
men; and whatever additional wisdom you acquire 
will become equally evident and eoually useful, no 
matter whether it be communicated through action or 
in books. Enough of this, my dear Ernest. I have 
come to dine with you, and make you accompany me 
to-night to a house where you will be welcome, and I 
think interested. Nay, no excuses. I have promised 
Lord Latimer that he shall make your acquaintance^ 
and he is one of the most eminent men with whom po- 
litical life will connect you-'' 
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And to this change of habits, from the closet to the 
senate, had Maltravers been induced by a state of health 
which, with most men, would have been an excuse for 
indolence : indolent he could not be. He had truly said 
to Ferrers, that " action was the condition of his being." 
If THOUGHT, with its fcver and aching tension, had been 
too severe a taskmaster on the nerves and brain, the 
coarse and homely pursuit of practical politics would 
leave the imagination and intellect to repose, while it 
would excite the hardier qualities and gifts, which an- 
imate without exhausting. So at least hoped Mal- 
travers. He remembered the profound saying in one 
of his favourite German authors, *Uhat, to keep the 
mind and body in perfect health, it is necessary to mix 
habitually and betimes in the common affairs of men." 
And the anonymous correspondent ? Had her exhorta- 
tions any influence on his decision 1 I know not. But 
when Cleveland left him, Maltravers unlocked his desk, 
and reperused the last letter he had received from the 
Unknown. The last letter — ^yes, those epistles had now 
become frequent. 



CHAPTER VI. 

** Le brilliant de votre esprit donne un si grand 6clat a votre teint 
et k V08 veux, que quoiquil semble que Tesprit ne doit toucher que 
lea oreilles, il est pourtant certain que la votre 6blouit les yeux. — • 
XseUrea de Madamb db Sevionb. 

At Lord Latimer^s house were assembled some hun- 
dreds of those persons who are rarely found together 
in London society ; for business, politics, and literature 
draught off the most eminent men, and usually leave to 
houses that receive the world little better than indolent 
rank or ostentatious wealth. Even the youn? men of 
pleasure turn up their noses at parties nowadays, and 
find society a bore. But there are some dozen or two of 
houses, the owners of which are both apart from and 
above the fashion, in which a foreigner may see, col- 
lected under the same roof, many of the most remarka- 
ble men of busy, thoughtfiil, majestic England. Lord 
Latimer himself had b«en a eamet minister. H« N- 
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tired ttom pablic life on pretence of ill health ; hot, in 
reality, because its anxious bustle was not congenial to 
a gentle and accomplished, but somewhat feeble mind. 
With a high reputation and an excellent cook, he en- 
joyed a ffreat popularity both with his own party and 
the world in general ; and he was the centre of a small 
but distinguished circle of acquaintances, who drank 
Latimer's wine, and quoted Latimer's sayings, and liked 
Latimer much better, because, not being author or min- 
ister, he was not in their way. 

Lord Latimer received M altravers with marked cour- 
tesy, and even deference, and invited him to join his 
own whist-table, which was one of the highest compli- 
ments his lordship could pay to his intellect. But when 
his guest refused the proffered honour, the earl turned 
him over to the countess, as having become the prop- 
erty of the womankind, and was soon immersed m ms 
aspirations for the odd trick. 

While Maltravers was conversing with Lady Latimer, 
he happened to raise his eyes, and saw opposite to him 
a young lady of such remarkable beauty, that he could 
scarcely refrain from an admiring exclamation. *' And 
who," he asked, recovering himself, " is that lady ? It 
is strange that even I, who go so little into the world, 
should be compelled to inquire the name of one whose 
beauty must already have made her celebrated." 

'* Oh, Lady Florence Lascelles — she came out last 
year. She is indeed most brilliant, yet more so in mind 
and accomplishments than face. I must be, allowed to 
introduce you." 

At this offer a strange shyness, and, as it were, re- 
luctant distrust, seized Maltravers — a kind of presenti- 
ment of danger and evil. He drew back, and would have 
made some excuse, but Lady Latimer did not heed his 
embarrassment, and was already by the side of Lady 
Florence Lascelles. A moment more, and beckoning 
to Maltravers, the countess presented him to the lady. 
As he bowed and seated himself beside his new^ ac- 
quaintance, he could not but observe that her cheejbs 
were suffused with the most lively blushes, and that 
she received him with a confusion not common, even 
in ladies just brought out and just introduced to " a lion." 
He was rather puzzled than flattered by these tokens 
of an embarrassment somewhat akin to his own ; and 
the fifst few sentences of their conversation ptwsed <^ 
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with a certain awkwardneas and reserve. At this mo*> 
ment, to the surprise, perhaps to the relief of E^eat, 
they were joined fay Lumley Ferrers. 

" Ah, Lady Florence, I kiss your hand»^| am charmed 
to iind yon acquainted with my friend Mahravers." 

'* Ana Mr. Ferrers, what makes him soiate to-night ?" 
Beked the fair Florence, with a sudden ease which 
rather startled Maltravers. 

*' A dull dinner, v&Ud tout ! — I have no other excuse.'* 
And Ferrers; sliding into a vacant chair on the other 
side of Lady Florence, conversed volubly and unceas^ 
in^y, as if seeking to monopolize her attention. 

Brnest had not been so much captivated with the 
manner of Florence as he had been struck with her 
beauty ; and now, seeing her apparently engaged with 
another, he rose md^ quietly moved away. He was 
soon one of a knot of men who were conversing on the 
absorbing topics of the day ; and as, by degrees, the ex* 
citing subject brought out his natural eloquence and 
masculine sense, the talkers became listeners, the knot 
widened into a circle, and he himself was unconsciously 
the object of general attention and respect. 

**Aiid what think you of Mr» BlattraversV' asked 
Ferrers, carelessly; ''does he keep up your expecta«> 
lions t" 

Lady Florence had sunk into a revery, and Ferrers 
repeated his question. 

'* He is younger than I thought him, and— ^and-*-^ 

^ Handsomer, 1 suppose you mean." 

"No! calmer and less aniAiated.'^ 

*' He seems animaled enough now," said Ferrers ; 
"but your ladylike conversation fhiled in striking the 
Promethean spaik. 'Lay that flattering unction to 
your soul.' " 

"wAh, you are right; he must have thought me 
very—'* 

" Beautiful, no doubt." 

V Beautiful ! I hate the word, Lumley. I wish I wtsre 
yot hand8oqi»-*-I might thm» get some creifit for my in* 
tellect" 

" Hmnph !" said Ferrers, signiiicantlT. 

" Oh, yon don't thiidL eo, sk^ic,'^ said Florence, 
shaking her head with a dight famgh and an sdterwl 
manner. , 

" Does it matter what / think t" said Ferrers, with an 
ViM.. IL—F 
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Attempted touch at the sentimental, " when Lord Thk 
and Lord That, and Mr. So-and-so, and Connt WhaU 
d^ye-call-him, are all making their way to you, to dis- 
possess me of my envied monopoly.'' 

While Ferrers spoke several of the scattered loun* 
gers grouped around Florence, and the conversation, of 
which she was the cynosure, became animated and gay. 
Oh, how brilliant she was, that peerless Florenee ! With 
what petulant and sparkling grace came wit and wisdom, 
and even genius, from those ruby lips ! Even the ««• 
sured Ferrers felt his subtle intellect as dull and coarse 
to hers, and shrank with a reluctant apprehension from 
the arrows of her careless and prodigal repartees* For 
there was a scorn in the mature of Florence Lascelles 
which made her wit pain more frequiently than it pleased. 
Educated even to leaminff, courageous even to a want 
of feminacy, she deliffhted to sport with ignorance and 
pretension, even in the highest places ; and the laugh 
that she excited was like lightning — ^no one could divine 
where next it might fall. 

But Florence, thoush dreaded and unloved, was 3ret 
courted, flattered, and the rage. For this there were 
two reasons ; first, she was a coquette, and, secondly, 
she was an heiress. 

Thus the talkers in the room were divided into two 

Principal groups, over one of which Maltravers mfty 
e said to have presided, over the other Florence. Kb 
the former broke up Ernest was joined by Cleveland. 

** My dear cousin,** said Florence, suddenly and in a 
whisper, as she turned to Lundey, **your friend is 
speaxinff of me-— I see it. Go, I implore yon, and let me 
know what he sa^s!** 

"The commission is not flattering,'* said Ferrers, 
almost sullenly. 

" Nay, a commission to gratify a woman's curiosity 
is ever one of the most flattering embassies with which 
we can invest an able negotiatbr.*' 

" Wen, I must do your bidding, though I disown the 
favour." Ferrers moved away and joined Clevelamd 
and Maltravers. 

*'She is indeed heautifol-^o perfect It oontdur I 
never beheld ; she is the only woman I ever saw in whom 
the aqu^ne features seem more classiMl tiian evcli 
the Greek." 
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'* So^ that is your opinion of my iux coasin,'* cried 
Ferrers ; " you are caught.'* • 

*' I wish he were," said Cleyeland. ** Ernest is now 
old enough to settle, and there is not a more dazzling 
prize in England — rich, highborn, lovely, and aceom- 
pUshed." 

*'And what say youl** asked Lumley, almost im- 
patiently, to Maltravers. 

^ That I never saw one whom I admire more or could 
love less,'* replied Ernest, as he left the rooms. 

Ferrers looked after him, and muttered to himself; 
lie then rejoined Florence, who presently rose to depart, 
and, taking Lumley's arm, said, " Well, I see my father 
is looking round for me,, and so fat once I will forestall 
liim. Come, Lumlejr, let us join him ; I know he wants 
to see you.'* 

"WellV said Florence, blushing deeply, and almost 
breathless, as they crossed the now hal^-empty apart- 
ments. 

" Well, my cousin ?" 

'* You provoke me ; well, then, what said yourfriend ?" 

** That you deserved your reputation of beauty, but 
that you were not in his style. Maltravers is in love, 
you know." 

•• In love !" 

**Yes, a pretty Frenchwoman! quite romantic; an 
attachment of some years' standing." 

Florence turned away her face and said no more. 

'* That's a good fellow, Lumley," said Lord Saxing- 
ham ; ** Florence is never more welcome to my eyes 
than at half past one o'clock A. M., when I associate 
her with thoughts of my natural rest and my unfortu- 
nate carriage-horses. By-the-by, I wish you would dine 
with me next Saturday.'' 

"Saturday: unfortunately, I am engaged to my un- 
cle." 

*' Oh ! he has behaved handsomely to you." 

" Yes." 

" Mrs. Templeton pretty well 1" . 

" I fancy so." 

" As ladies wish to be, &c. 1" whispered his lordship 

" No, thank Heaven !" 

" Well, if the old man could but make you his heir, 
we might think twice about the title " 
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**My dw loidt slop! one favour— wiite ne a lin^ to 
hint that delicately.'^ 

''No! no letters; letters always get into the papers." 

''But cautioasly worded— 4io daager of puuication, 
on my honour.** 

" ru think of it— good-night." | 
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Jpc«r«v HvmtBtu ywMtu, Ac—Punruivs— Bm. 11, Iw. Ix., e. is. 

** ETery man should striTe to be as good as possiblei Imt not sup- 
Ipoae himsalf to be the onlj thing that is good." 

E8 
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CHAPTER I 

" Deceit if the strong bat sabtile chain which rans through ill the 
MBben of a wcie^, uid links them together ;. trick or be tricked is 

the altemative : tis the wayof the world, and withoat it intercooTM 

ivoukl drop."— iinmynioiM Writer of 1732. 

** A lovely child she was, of looks serene, 
And motions which o'er things indifferent shed 
The grace and gentleness from whence they came." 

PBKCY BTSSHI ShBLLIT. 

•* His years bat yoang, hot his eiperience dd." 

Shakspiabb. 

«■ He aAer honoar hoots, I after love.** . 

Ibid. 

LvMLBT FBBRcmr was one of the few men in the world 
who act upon a profound, deliberate, and organized sys- 
tem—he had d<me so even from a boy. when he was 
twenty-one he had said to himself, " Youth is the sea- 
son (or ei^oyment: the triumphs of manhood, the 
wealth of age, do not compensate for a yoxxih wasted 
in unpleasun^le toih.'^ Agreeably to this maxim, he 
had resolved not to adopt any profession; and being 
fond of travel, and of a restless temper, he had indulged 
abroad in all the gratifications that his moderate income 
could afford him : that income went farther on the Con- 
tinent than at home, which was another reason for the* 
^Prolongation of his travels. Now, when the whims and 
passions of youth were sated, and, ripened by a con* 
summate and various knowledge of mankind, his harder 
capacities of mind became developed and centred into 
such ambition as it was his nature to conceive, he acted 
no less upon a regular and methodical plan of conduct, 
whkh he carried mto details. He had little or nothing; 
witl^n himself to cross his cold theories by contradic* 
tary iMcactice ; for he was curbed by no pruicipiesy and 



68 FERRERS'S ESTABLISHMENT. 

impelled but by few tastes; and our tastes are often 
checks as powerful as our principles. Looking round 
the EngUsh world, Ferrers saw that, at his age, and 
with an equivocal position and no chances to throw 
away, it was necessary that be should cast off all attri* 
butes of the character of the wanderer and the garqon. 

" There is nothing respectable in lodgings and a cab," 
said Ferrers to himself (that " seW^ was his grand con- 
fidant !) — ** nothing stationary. Such are the appliances 
of a here-to-day-gone-to*m(HTOW kind of life. One 
never looks substantial till one pays rates and taxes, 
and has a bill with one's butcher !" 
K Accordingly, without saying a word to anybody, Fer- 
rers took a long lease of a large house in one of those 
quiet streets, that proclaim the owners do not wish to 
be made by fashionable situations \ streets in which, if 
you have a large house, it is supposed to be because 
you can afford one. He was very particular in its being 
a respectable street — Great George-street, Westmin- 
ster, was the one he selected. 

No frippery or bawbles common to the mansions of 
young bachelors — ^no buhl, and raarquetri^, and Sevre 
china, and cabinet pictures, distinguished the large dingy 
drawing-rooms of Lumlev Ferrers. He bought all the 
old furniture a bargain of the late tenant — tea-coloured 
chints curtains, and chairs and sofas that were venera- 
ble and solemn with the accumulated dust of twenty- 
five years. The only things about which he was par- 
ticular were a very long dming-table that would hold, 
forty, and a new mahogany sideboard. Somebody 
asked him why he cared about such articles. " I don't 
know," he said, "but I observe all respectable family 
men do — there must be something in it — ^I shall discover 
the secret by-and-by." 

In this house did Mr. Ferrers ensconce himself, with 
two middle-aged maid-servants and a man out of livery, 
whom he chose from a multitude of candidates because 
the man looked especially well-fed. 

Having thus settled himself, and told every one that 
the lease of his house was for sixty-three years, Lum- 
ley Ferrers made a little calculation of his probable ex- 
penditure, which be found, with good management, might 
anM)unt to about one fourth more than his income. 

" I shall take the surplus out of my capital," said he, , 
^ and try the experiment for five years ; if it donH do, 
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«id p^y me pfofitaldy» why tli^i eitlier men are not to 
be lived wpKm, or Lomley reirers is » much duller dog 
than he thinks himself!'^ 

Mr. Ferrers had deeply studied the character of his 
uncle, as a prudent speculator studies the qualities of a 
mine in which he means to invest his capital, and much 
of his present proceedings was intended to act upon the 
uncle as wdl as upon the world. He saw that the more 
he could obtain for himself, not a noisy, social, fashion- 
able rejMitation, but a good, sober, substantial one, the 
more highly Mr« Templeton would consider him, and 
the more likely he was to be made his uncle's heir-* 
that is, provided Mrs. Templeton did not supercede the 
nepotal parasite by indigenous olive branches. Thia 
last apprehension died away as time passed, and no 
signs of fertihty appeared; and acconiingly, Ferrers 
thought he might prudently hazard more upon the game 
on which he now ventured to rely* There was one 
thing, however, that greatly disturbed his peace : Mr. 
Temi>leton, though harsh and austere in his manner to 
his wife, was evidently attached to her ; and, above all, 
he cherished the fondest affection for his daughter-in- 
law. He was anxious for her health, her education, 
her little childish enjoyments, as if he had been not only 
her parent, but a very doting one. He could not bear 
her to be crossed or thwarted. Mr. Templeton, who 
had never spoiled anything before, not even an old pen 
(so careful, and calculating, and methodical was he), did 
his best to spoil this beau&ful child, whom he could not 
even have the vain luxury of thinking he had produced 
to the admiring world. Softly, exquisitely lovely was 
^t tittle girl; and every day she increased in the 
charm of her person, and the caressing fascination of 
her childish ways. Her temper was so sweet and do- 
cile, that fondness and petting, however injudiciouslr 
exhibited, only seemed yet more to bring out the col- 
omrs of a grateful and tender nature. Perhaps the meas- 
Qied kin&ess of more reserved affection might have 
been the true way of spoiling one whose instincts were 
all for exacting and returning love. She was a plant 
that suns less warm might have nipped and chilled; 
but, beneatii an uncapricious and unclouded sunshine, 
she sprang up in a luxurious bloom of heart and sweet- 
ness of disposition. 

Every one, even tiiose who did not generally like 
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diildren, delighted in this channing creature, exce]^iii|f 
only Mr. Lumley Ferrers. But that geAtlemaa, less 
mild than Pope's Narcissa, 

** To make a wash, had gladly stew'd the child !** 

He had seen how very common it is for a rich man, 
married late in life, to leave ever3rtiiing to a young 
widow and her children by a former marriage, whea 
once attached to the latter ; and he sensibly Mi that he 
himself had but a slight hold over Temj^eton by tks 
chain of the affections. He resolved, therefore, as 
much as possible, to alienate his uncle from his young 
wife — ^trusting that« as the influence of the wife was 
weakened, that of the child would be lessened also ; 
and to raise in Templeton's vanity and ambition an ally 
that might supply to himself the want of love. He 
pursued this twofold sehen^e with masterly art and ad- 
dress. He first sought to secure the confidence and 
regard of the melancholy and gentle mother; and in 
this, for she was peculiarly unsuspicious ao^ inexperi- 
enced, he obtained signal' and complete success. His 
frankness of manner, his deferential attention, the art 
with which he wardedi off from her the spleen or ill- 
humour of Mr. Templeton, the cheerfulness that hit 
easy gayety threw over a very gloomy house, made th« 
poor lady hail his visits and trust in his friendship. 
Perhaps she was glad of any interruption to t^te-a*t6te8 
with a severe and ungenial husband, who had |m> sym- ' 
pathy for the sorrows, of whatever nature they might 
be, which preyed upon her, and who made it a point of 
morality to find fault wherever he could. 

The next step in Lumley's policy was to arm Tem- 
pleton's 'vanity agunst his wife, by constantly refresh** 
ing his consciousness of the sacrifices he had made by 
marriage, and the certainty that he would have attained 
all his wishes had he chosen more prudently. By peiw 
petually, but most judiciously, rubbing this sore pmnt, 
he, as it were, fixed the irritability into Templeton't 
constitution, and it reacted on all his thoughts, aspiring 
or domestic. Still, however, to Lumley's great surprise 
and resentment, while Templeton cooled to his wife, 
he only warmed to her child. Lumley had not calco- 
laited enough upon the thirst and craving for affectioa 
in most human hearts ; and Templeton, though not 
exactly an amiable man« had some excellent qualities : 
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If he had less ftensitively vegarded the opinion of the 
world, he would neither have contracted the vocabulary 
of cant nor sickened for a peerage ; both his affectation 
of saintship and his gnawing desire of rank arose from 
an extraordinary and morbid deference to opinion, and 
a wish for worldly honours and respect, which he felt 
Uiat his mere talents could not secure to him. But he 
was, at bottom, a kindly man — charitable to the poor, 
considerate to his servants, and had within him the 
want to love and be loved, which is one of the desires 
wherewith the atoms of the universe are cemented and 
harmonized, ^ad Mrs. Templeton evinced lave to him^ 
he might havendefiedail Lumley's diplomacy, been con- 
soled for worldly disadvantages, and been a good and 
evcB uxorious husband. But she evidently did not love 
htm, though an admirable, patient, provident wife ; and 
her daughter did love him — ^love him as well even as 
she loved her mother; and the hard worldling would 
not have accepted a kingdom as the price of that little 
fountain of pure and ever-refreshing tenderness. Wise 
and penetrating as Lumley was, he never could thor- 
oughly understand this weakness, as he called it ; for 
we never know men entirely, unless we have complete 
sympathies with men in all their natural emotions ; and 
Nature had left the workmanship of Lumley Ferrers 
unfinished and incomplete, by denying him the possibil- 
ity of caring for an^rtning but himself. 

His plan for winning Templeton*s esteem and defer- 
Mice was, however, completely triumphant. He took 
care that nothing in his mendge should appear " exlrova- 

fwU;^ all was sober, quiet, and well-regulated. He 
eclared that he had so managed as to live within his 
income ; and Templeton, receiving no hint for money. 
nor aware that Ferrers had on the Continent consumed 
a considerable portion of his means, believed him. 
Ferrers save a great many dinners, but he did not go 
Oil that foolish plan which has been laid down by per- 
sons who pretend to know life, as a means of popularity 
-»-he did not profess to give dinners better than other 
pe<^le. He knew that, unless you are a very rich or a 
very great man, no folly is equal to that of thinkinff 
that you soften the hearts of your friends by soups a 
la ^w^ue, and Vermuth wine at a guinea a bottle ! They 
all go away, saying, ** What right has that d— d fellow 
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to gi?e a better ditiner than we do % What horrid taste 
«-*what ridicuious preenm^ion !" 

No ; though Ferrers himself was a loost scieiitific 
epicure, and held the luxury of the palate at the highest 
possible price, he dieted his friends on what he termed 
*' respectable fare.'* His cook put plenty of flour into 
the oyster sauce ; cods'-head and shoulders nuule Im 
invariable fish ; and four entres^ without flaroiur or pro^ 
tence, were duly supplied by the pastrycook, and care^ 
fully eschewed by the host. Neither did Mr. Ferrers 
affect to bring about him gay wits and briUiant tinkers. 
He confined himself to men of substantial consideratioB* 
and generally took care to be himself the cleverest pefu 
son present ; while he turned the conversation tm sen* 
ous matters crammed for the occasion — ^pohtics, stocks^ 
commerce, and the criminal code. Pruning his gayaty^ 
though he retained his frankness, he sought to be kkiQwn 
as a highly-informed, painstaking man, who would bo 
sure to rise. His connexions, and a certain nameless 
charm about him, cpnsisting chiefly in a pleasant coun<> 
tenance, a bold yet winning candour, and the absence 
of all hauteur or pretence, enabled him to assemble 
round this plain table, which, if it gratified no taste, 
wounded no selMove,a sufficient number of public men* 
of rank and eminent men of business to answer his 
purpose. The situation he had chosen, so near the 
Houses of Parliament, was convenient to politicians,, 
and, by degrees, the large dingy drawing-rooms became 
a frequent resort for public men to talk over those^ 
thousand underplots by which a party is served or at- 
tacked. Thus, though not in paiiiament himself, Fer* 
rers became insensibly associated with parliamentaiy 
men and things ; and ttie ministerial party, whose pob- 
tics he espoused, praised him highly, made use of him,< 
and meant, some aay or other, to do something for him. 
While the career of this able and unprineiided maa 
thus opened — and, of course, the opening was not made 
in a day — Ernest Maltravers was ascending, by » 
rough, thorny, and encumbered path, to that eminence- 
on which the monuments of men are built. His success 
in public life was not brilliant or sudden ; for, though 
he had elo<)uence and knowledge, he disdained aU ora^ 
torical devices ; and though he had passion and energy, 
he could scarcely be called a warm partisan. He met 
with mudi envy and many obstacles ; and the gracious 
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peA twoyant sociality of temper and maiixiers, that had^ 
m early youth, inade him the idoA of bis contemporariea 
. at school or college, had long since faded away oito a 
cold, settled, and lofty, Uiough gentle reserve, which 
did not attract towards him the animal spirits of the 
herd. But though he spoke seldom, aud heard many, 
witli half his powers, mote enthusiasticeUly cheered, he 
did not fail of commsuiding attention and respect ; and 
though no darling of cliques and parties, yet in that- 
great foody of the people who were ever the audience 
and tribunal to which, in letters or in politics, Maltravers 
appealed, there was silently growing up and spreading 
wide a belief in Ms upright intentions, his unpurchase- 
able honour, and his correct and well-considered views. 
He felt that his name was safely invested, though the 
return for the capital was slow and moderate. He was 
contented to abide his time. 

• Every day he grew more attached to that only true 
philosophy which makes a man, as far as the world will 
pennit, a world to himself; and from the height oif a 
tranquil and serene self-esteem, he felt the sunshine 
above him when malignant clouds spread sullen and 
ungenial below^ He did not despise or wilfully shock 
opinion, neither did he fawn upon and flatter it. Where 
he thought the world should be humoured, he humoured 
— ^where contemned, he contemn^ it. There are many 
cases in which an honest, well-educated, high-hearted 
individual is a much better judge than the multitude pf 
what is right and what is wrong ; and in these matters 
he is not wovth three straws if he lets the multitude' 
foully or coax him out of his judgment The publici; 
if you indulge it, is a most damnable gossip, thrusting, 
its nose into people's concerns where it has no right 
to make or meddle ; and in those things where the pub-, 
lie is impertinent, Maltravers scorned and resisted ita 
interference as haughtily as he would the interference 
of any insolent member of the insolent whole. It was 
fbis mixtui^ of deep love and profound respect for thet 
eternal pboplk, and of calm, passionless disdain fot that; 
capricious charlatan, the momentary public* which 
made Ernest Miitiravers an original and solitary think- 
er ; and an actor, in reality modest and benevolent, ia 
appearance arr<)gant and unsocial. ^* Pauperism,^ ia 
oontradistlnction to povert?^,^' he was wont to say, " is 
Iii6 d6pendaiid» 1^^ otlMir pdople fcire«iateiios»iic?»oii 



74 CiBSAAINl. 

our own exertions ; there is a moral pauperism in ibm 
man who is dependant on others for that support oi 
moral life— self-respect." 

Wrapped in this philosophy, he pursued his hanghly ' 
and lonesome way, and felt that m the deep heart of 
mankind, when prejudices and envies should die off, 
there would be a sympathy with his motives and his 
career. So far as his own health was concerned, the 
experiment had answered. No mere drudgery of busi- 
ness — ^late hours and dull speeches— can produce the 
dread exhaustion which follows the efforts of the soul to 
mount into the higher air of severe thought or intense 
ima^nation. Those faculties which had been over- 
strained now lay fallow, and the frame rapidly regained 
its tone. Of private comfort and inspiration Ernest knew 
but little. He gradually grew estranged from his old 
friend Ferrers as their habits became opposed. Cleve- 
land lived more and more in the country, and was too 
well satisfied with his quondam pupil's course of life and 
progressive reputation to trouble him with exhortation 
or advice: Caesarini had grown a literary lion, whose 
genius was vehemently lauded by all the reviews — on 
the same principle as that which induces us to praise 
foreign singers or dead men; we must praise some- 
thing, and we don't like to praise those who jostle our- 
selves. CsBsarini had therefore grown prodigiously 
conceited ; swore that England was the only country 
for trae merit, and no longer conceded his jealous 
anger at the wider celebrity of Maltraf ers. Ernest saw 
him squandering away his substance and prostituting 
his' talents to dra¥ring-room trifles with a compassion- 
ate sigh. He sought to warn him, but Cassarini lis- 
tened to him with such impatience that he resigned the 
office of monitor. He wrote to De Montaigne, who 
succeeded no better. Cesarini was bent on playing his 
own game ; and to one game, without a metaphor, he 
had at last come. His craving for excitement vented 
itself at hazard, and his remaining guineas melted daily 
away. 

But De Montaigne's letters to Maltravers consoled 
him for the loss of less congenial friends. The French- 
man was now an eminent and celebrated man, and his 
appreciation of Maltravers was sweeter to the latter 
than would have been the huzzas of crowds. But, aU 
tkvi while, hia vaaity way pleBse4»ilDil his euriosity 
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YOiised by the continued correspondence of his unseen 
Egeria. That correspondence (if so it may be called, 
•being all on one side) had now gone on for a consider* 
able time, and he was still wholly unable to discover 
the author : its tone haii of late altered — it had become 
more sad and subdued — ^it spoke of the hollowness ais 
well as the rewards of fame, and, with a touch of true 
womanly sentiment, often hinted more at the rapture of 
soothing dejection than of sharing triumph. In all 
these letters there was the undeniable evidence of high 
intellect and deep feeling — they excited a strong and 
keen interest in Maltravers, yet the interest ^as not 
that which made him wish to discover, in order that he 
might love, the writer. They were, for the most part, 
too full of the irony and bitterness of a marCs spirit, to 
fascinate one who considered that gentleness was the 
essence of a woman's strength. Temper spoke in them 
no less than mind and heart, and it was not the sort of 
temper which a man who loves women to be womanly 
could admire. 

'* I hear you often spoken of (ran one of these strange 
epistles), *' and I am almost equally angry whether fools 
presume to praise or to blame you. This miserable 
world we live in, how I loathe and disdain it ! yet I de- 
sire you to serve and to master it ! Weak contradiction, 
effeminate paradox ! Oh, rather a thousand times that 
you would fly from its mean temptations and poor re- 
wards ! If the desert were your dwelling-place, and 
you wished one minister, I could renounce all — ^wealth, 
flattery, repute, wonianhood, to serve you. 



'* I once admired you for your genius. My disease 
has fastened on me, and I now almost worship you for 
yourself. I have seen you, Ernest Maltravers — ^seen 
you often — and when you never suspected that these 
eyes were on you. Now that I have seen I understand 
you better. We cannot judge men by their books and 
deeds. Posterity can know nothing of the beings of 
the past. A thousand books never written, a thousand 
deeds never done, are in the eyes and lips of the few 
greater than the herd. In that cold abstracted gaze, 
that pale and haughty brow, I read the disdain of ob- 
stacles wMch is worthy of one who is confident of the 
goaL But my eyes fill with tears when I survey youl , 
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— ^yoa are sad, you are alone ! If failures do not ihorttfy 
you, success does not elevate. Oh Maltravers, I, woman 
as I am, and living in a narrow circle, I, even I, know 
at last, that to have desires nobler and ends more au- 
gust than others is hut to surrender waking life to 

morbid and nielsuicholy dreams. 

• • • • • ' • 

• • • • « • 

** Go more into the world, Maltravers, go more into the* 
world , or quit it altogether. Your enemies must be met ; 
they accumulate, they grow strong ; you are too tranquil, 
teo slow in yuur steps towards the prize which should 
be yours, to satisfy my impatience, to satisfy your 
friends. Be less refined in your ambition, that you 
may be more immediately useful. The feet of clay, 
after ail, are the swiftest in the race. Even Lumley 

Ferrers will outstrip you if you do not take heed. 

• • • * • • 

" Why do I run on thus ? — ^you— you love another, 
yet you are not less the ideal that 1 could love— if I^ 
ever loved any one. You love — and yet — w^-^no 
matter." 



CHAPTER II. 

** Well, but this is being only an official nobleman. No matter,. 
His still being a nobleman, and that's his aim."— iinonymoio WriUr 
0/1722. 

^** La musiqne est le seul des talens qui jouisient de hai mime; 
touS les aatres veulent des temoin3."^MABMOMTKL. 

** Thus the slow ox would gaudy trappings claim.'* 

# HOBACS. 

Mr. Tkmpikton had not obtained his peerage, and, 
though he had met with no direct refusal, nor made 
even a direct application to headquarters, he was grow- 
ing sullen. He had great parliamentary influence, not 
close borough, illegitimate influence, but very proper 
orthodox influence of character, wealth, and so forth. 
He could return one member at least for a city — ^he 
could almost return one member for a county— ?and in^ 
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t^e boroughs, any activity on his part would turn the 
scale in a clpse contest. The ministers were strong 
but they still could not afford to lose supporters hitherto 
zealous — the example of desertion is contagious. In 
the town which Templeton had formerly represented, 
and which he now almost commanded, a vacancy sud- 
denly occurred — a candidate started on the opposition 
side and commenced a canvass ; to the astonishment 
and panic of the secretary of the treasury, Templeton 
put forward no one,, and his interest remkined dormant 
Lord Saxingham hurried to Lumley. 

" My dear fellow, what is this— what can your uncle 
be about ? We shall lose this place — one of our strong 
holds. Bets run even." 

" Why, you see, you have all behaved very ill to my 
uncle*-! am really sorry for it, but I can do nothing." 

" What, this confounded peerage. Will that content 
him, and nottnng short of it?" 

" Nothing." 

" He must have it, by Jove." 

'' And even that may come too late." 

" Ha ! do you think so ?" 

" Will you leave the matter to me ?" 

*' Certainly — ^you are a monstrous clever fellow, and 
we all esteem you." 

" Sit down and write as I dictate, my dear lord." 

**Well," said Lord Saxingham, seating himself al 
Lumley's enormous writing-table — " well, go on." 
. " My dear Mr. Temple ton,^^ 

'^ Too familiar," said Lord Saxingham. 

'* Not a bit ; go on." 

'' My dear Mr. Templeton ; 
. " Vve are anxious to secure your parliamentary influence 
in •*••• to the proper, quarter, namely, to your oton family 
as the best defenders of the administration, which you honr 
our by your support. We wish signally, at the same tune, 
to express our confidence in your principles and out^ grati" 
Utdefor your countenance,^^ 

** D— d sour countenance !" muttered Lord Saxing- 
ham. 

" Accordingly, '^^ continued Ferrers, *^m one whose conr 
nexion with you permits the liberty, allow me to request that 
you UfUl suffer our joint relation, Mr. Ferrers, to be put into 
immediate nomination." 

,.JuQgd.9dgingh^ threw down^the p^ and laughed foi 

G 9' 
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hro minutes wilhobt ceasing. " Capital, Lumley, cap* 
ital ! Tcry odd I did not think of it before." 

'^ Eacli man for himself, and God for us all," returned 
Lumley, gravely ; " pray go on, my dear lord." 

" We are sure you could not have a representative that 
would more faithfully reflect your own opinions and our in* 
teres ts. One word more. A creation of peers will probably 
take place in the spring, among which I am sure your namt 
would be to his majesty a gratifying addition; the titi& 
wilt, of cdurscj be secured to your sons^-and, failing the lot" 
ierf to your nephew. 

" With great regard and respect, 

** Truly yours^ 

'* Saxinohah." 

" There, inscribe that * Prirate and confidential,* and 
send it express to my uncle's yilla." 

" It shall be done, my dear Lumley ; and this contents 
me as much as it does vou. You are really a man to 
do us credit. You think it will be arranged ?" 

« No doubt of it.'» 

" Well, ffood-day. Xumley, come to me when it is all 
cjettled ; Florence is always glad to see you ; she says no 
one amuses her more. And I am sure that is rare praise, 
for she is a strange girl — quite a Timon in petticoats." 

Away went Lord Saxingham. 

" Florence glad to see me !" said Lumley, dirowihg 
his arms behind him, and stiiding to and fro the room 
— " Scheme the Second begins to smile upon roe be- 
hind the advancing shadow of Scheme One. If t can 
but succeed in keeping away other suiters from my fair 
cousin until I am in a condition to propose myself, why 
I may carry off the greatest match in the three king- 
doms. Courage, mon brave Ferrers, courage P^ 

It was late that evening when Ferrers arrived at his 
uncle's villa. He found Mrs. Templeton in the drawing- 
room, seated at the piano. He entered gently ; she did 
not hear him, and continued at the instrument. Her 
voice was so sweet and rich, her taste so pure, that 
Ferrers, who was a good judge of music, stood in de« 
lighted surprise. Often as he had now been a visiter, 
even an inmate at the house, he hnd never before he&rd 
Mrs. Templeton play any but sacred airs, and this was 
one of the popular songs of sentiment. He perceived 
flia^ her feelidg Bl laM overpoiirored IMT 1N)M»f (^ 
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paused abruptly, and turning rounds her face was so eh 
oqOent of emotion, that Ferrers was forcibly struck by 
its expression. He was not a man apt to feel curiosity 
for anything not immediately concerning himself; but 
he did feel curious about this melancholy and beautiful 
woman. There was in her usual aspect that inexpres- 
sible look of profound resignation which betokens a 
lasting remembrance of a bitter past ; a prematurely 
blighted heart spoke in her eyes, her smile, her languid 
and joyless step. But she performed the routine of her 
quiet duties with a calm and conscientious regulsirity, 
which showed that grief rather depressed than disturbed 
her thoughts. 1 f her burden were heary , custom seemed 
to have reconciled her to bear it without repining ; and 
the emotion which Ferrers now traced in her soft and 
harmonious features was t)f a nature he had only once 
beheld before, viz., on the first night he had seen her 
when poetry, which is the key of memory, had evi* 
dently opened a ehamber^ haunted by mournful and 
troubled ghosts. 

'* Ah ! dear madatn,'^ said Ferrers, advancing, as he 
found himself discovered, *' I trust I do not disturb you. 
My visit is unseasonnble ; but my uncle — where is ne V 

** He has been in town all the morning ; he said he 
should dine out; and I now expect him every minute.*' 

**You have been endeavouring to oharm away the 
sense of his absence. Dare i ask you to continue to 
play t It is seldom that I hear a voice so sweet and 
science so consummate. You must have been instruct- 
ed bv the best Italian masters." 

'* ffo," said Mrs. Templeton, with a very slight colour 
in her delicate cheek, " I learned young, and of one 
who loved music and felt it, but who was not a for- 
eigner." 

** Will you sing me that song again t You give the 
words a beauty I never discovered in them ; yet they 
(as well as the music itself) are by my poor friend whom 
Mr. Templeton does not like^ — ^ftfaltravers." 

"Are they his alsot" said Mrs. Templeton, with 
emotion ; '* it is strange t did not know it. I heard the 
air in the streets, and it Struck me much. I inquired 
the name of the song and bought it-^it is very strange !" 

" What is strange 1" 

^That there is a kind 6f ISfifiieig* in your friend's 
imisio ajii.po««fy wbi^ oi»iBa» kM»» 10 ia% 1^ 
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1 haye heard years ago ! Is he yoimg, this Mr. Maltrar- 
ers ?" 

" Yes, he is still young." 

« And, and—" 

Hece Mrs. Templeton was interrupted by the entrance 
of her husband. He held the letter from Lord Saxkig- 
ham — ^it was yet unopened. He seemed moody, but 
that was icommon with him. He coldly shook hands 
with Lumley, nodded to his wife, found fault with the 
fire, and, throwing himself into his easy chair, said, " So, 
Lumley, I think I was a fool for taking your advice, and 
hanging back about this new election. I see by the 
evening papers that there is shortly to be a creation of 
peers. If I bad shown activity on behalf of the gov- 
ernment, J might have shamed them into gratitude." 
- '* 1 thiink I was right, sir," replied Lumley ; ^' public 
men are often alarmed into gratitude, seldom shamed 
into it. Firm votes, like old friends, are most valued 
when we think we-are about to lose them ; but what is 
that letter in your hand ?" 

'* Oh, some begging petition, I suppose." 

" Pardon me — ^it has an official look." 

Templeton put on his spectacles, raised the letter, ex- 
amined the address and sesd, hastily opened it, and broke 
Into an exclamation very like an oath ; when he had 
concluded, " Give me your hand, nephew — ^the thing is 
settled — I am to have the peerage. You were right — 
ha, ha ! my dear wife, you will be my lady, think of 
that — arn't you glad ? Why don't your ladyship smile ? 
"Where's the child ? where is she, I say 1" 

^* Gone to bed, sir !" said Mrs. Templeton, half fright- 
ened. 

" Gone to bed ! I must go and«)Liss her — ^gone to bed, 
has she \ Light that candle, Lumley. [Here Mr. Tem- 
pleton rang the beU.] John," said he, as the servant en- 
tered, " J^n, tell James to ffo the first thing in the 
morning to Baxter's, and tell him not to paint my cha- 
riot till he hears from me. I must go kiss the cmld— I 
must, really." 

" Damn the child," muttered Lumley, as, after gif&ng 
the candle to his uncle, he turned to the fire ; *' what 
the dense has she got to do with the matter! Charm- 
ing little girl, yours, madam ! How I love her ! My 
uncle ^ot0B on her : no wonder !" 

••Jie iib iwi«*-ve8X„:w»y..f«Kl «^ l^/ J|id M». 
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Tent^ton, with a sigh that seefned to come from the 
depth of her heart. 

** Did he tnke a fancy to her before you were marriedV* 

" Ye«, 1 believe — oh, yes, certainly." 

'* Her own fatheir could not be more fond of her." 

Mrs. Templeton made no atlswer^but lighted her 
candle, and, wishing Lumley goOd^night, glided from the 
room.. 

" 1 wonder if my grave aunt and my grav« uncle took 
a bite at the apple before they bought the right of the 
tree. It looks suspicious ; yet no, it can't be ; there is 
nothing of the seducer or the seductive about the old 
fellow. It is not likely<->-here he comes." 

In came Templeton, and his eyes Wei'e moist and his 
brow relaxed. 

'* And how is the little angel^ sir?" asked Ferrers. 

'* She kissed me, though 1 woke her up; chUdreu are 
usually cross when waked." 

''Are they, little dears! Well, sir, so.i was right, 
tiien ; may i see the letter?" 

" There it is." 

Ferrers drew his chair to the fire, and read bis own 
production with all the satisfaction of an anonymous 
author. 

" How kind ! — ^how considerate ! — how delicately put I 
— a double favour ! But, perhaps, after all, it does not 
express your wishes." 

" In what way ?" 

" Why — ^why — ^about myself." 

" You ! — ^is there anything about ydti in it ? I did not 
observe that — let me see." 

" Uncles never selfish ! Mem. for commonplaco 
book !" thought Ferrers; 

The uncle knit his brows as he reperu^ed the letter. 
'' This wonH do, Lumley," he said, very shortly, when 
he had done. 

'' A seat in parliament is tovmuch honour for a poofc 
nephew, then, sir?" siiid Lumley, very bitterly, thoBgh 
he did not feel at all bitter; but it was the proper tone ; 
" I have done all in my power to advance your ambi* 
lion, and you will not even lend a hand to put me one 
step in my career; but forgive me, sit, 1 have no right 
to expect it." 

"Lumley!" replied Templeton, kindly, "you mistake 
me. I thmk much more highly of you than I didr- 
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much : there is a steadiness, a sobriety about you most 
praiseworthy, and you shall go into parliament if yon 
wish it, but not for *•*•*. I will give my interest 
there to some other friend of the government, and, in 
return, they can give you a treasury borough ! That is 
the same thing to you." 

Lumley was agreeably surprised — he pressed his 
nucleus hand warmly, and thanked him cordially. Mr. 
Templeton proceeded to explain to him that it was in- 
convenient and expensive sitting for places where one'a 
&mily was known, and Lumley fully subscribed to all. 

''As fbr the settlement of the peerage, that is all 
right," said Templeton; and then he sunk into arev- 
ery, from which he broke joyously — "yes, that is all 
right. I have projects, objects — this may unite them 
all—nothing can be better — ^you will be the next lord — 
what — I say, what title shaU we have V 

" Oh, take a sounding one — you have very little landed 
property, I think V* 

" Two thousand a year in shire, bought a bar- 
gain." 

** What's the name of the placet" 

« Grubley." 

"Lord Grubley! — ^aron Grubley of Grubley — oh, 
atrocious ! who had the place before you 1" 

" Bought it of Mr. Sheepshanks — very old family." 

" But surely some old Norman once had the |dace V* 

"Norman, yes! Henry the Second gave it to his 
bairber— Bertram Courval." 

" That's it— that's it — Lord de Courval — singular co- 
incidence !— descent from the old line. Herald's college 
soon settle all that. Lord de Courval! — ^nothing can 
sound better. There must be a village or hamlet still 
called Courval about the property," 

" I'm afraid not. There is Coddle End." » 

''Coddle End!— Coddle End !— the very thing, sir— 
the very thing-M!lear cofruption from Courval ! — Lord 
de Courval of Courval! Superb! Ha! ha!" 

" Ha ! ha •" laughed Templeton, and he had hardly 
laughed before since he was thirty. 

The relations sat long and conversed famiUarly. 
Ferrers slept at the viUa, and his sleep was sound, for 
he thought little of plans once formed and half executed ; 
it was the hunt that kept him awake, and he slept like 
a hound when the prey was down. Not so Templeton^ 
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who did not close his eyes all night. "Yes, yes," 
thought he, " I must get the fortune and the title in oiie 
line by a prudent management. Ferrers deserves what 
I mean to do for him. Steady, ^ood-natured, frank, and 
will get on — ^yes, yes, I see it all. Meanwhile I did 
well to prevent his standing for *•*•*/; might pick up 
gossip about Mrs. T., and other thinffs that might be un- 
pleasant. Ah, Vm a shrewd fellow T" 



CHAPTER III. 

' XaM2tm.7-There, marquis, there, I've done it 
Montupan, — Done it ! yes ! Nice doings !'' 

The Dueheu de la VlLLlinil. 

LuBtLET hastened to strike while the iron was hot. 
The next morning he went straight to the treasury; 
saw the managing secretary, a clever, sharp man, who, 
like Ferrers, carried off intrigue and manoeuvre by a 
blunt, careless, bluff manner. 

Ferrers announced that he was to stand for the free, 
respectable, open city of ***♦, with an electoral popu- 
lation of 2500 — a very showy place it was for a member 
in the old ante-reform times, and was considered a 
thoroughly independent borough. The secretary con- 
gratulated and complimented him. 

" We have had losses lately in our elections among 
the larger constituencies," said Iiumley. 

" We have, indeed — ^three towns lost in the last six 
months. Members do die so very unseasonably !'* 

"Is Lord Staunch yet provided for V asked Lumley. 
Now Lord Staunch was one of the popular show-fiffht 
great guns of the administration ; not in office, but that 
most useful person to all governments, an out-and-out 
supporter upon the most independent principles; who 
was known to have refused place, and to value himself 
on independence ; a man that helped the government 
over the stile when it was seized with a temporary 
lameness, and who carried '* great weight with him in 
the country." Lord Staunch had foolishly thrown up 
a close borough in order to contest a large city, ana 



e4 UWbBT MULBS T0B HOST OF HIMSBLF* 

had failed in the aUempt Hi» iiailore was evesywhfnm 
eited as a proof of the growmg anpopularity of buius« 
ten. 

'* Is Lord Staunch yet provided for V asked Lamley. 

"Why, he must have his old seat, ^Three-Oaks/ 
Three Oaks is a niee, quiet Httle place — most respectable 
coostitueacy — ^ail Staunches own family.*' 

" Jast the thing for htm, yet *tis a pity that he did not 
wait to stand for •♦••• ; my uncle's interest would have 
secured him." 

"Ay, I thought so the moment •*••• was vacant. 
However, it is too late now." ' 

"It would be a great triumph if Lord Staunch could 
show that a large constituency volunteered to elect 
him without expense." 

"Without expense! Ah, yes, indeed! It would 
prove that purity of election still exists — ^that British 
mstitutions are still upheld." 

" It might be done, Mr. ." 

" Why, I thought that you—" 

" Were to ^tand — that is true — ^and it will be difficult 
to manage my uncle ; but he loves me much — you know 
I am his heir — I believe I could do it — that is, if you 
think it would be a very great advantage to the party^. 
and a very great service to the ffoveniment." 

" Why^ Mr. Ferrers, it would indeed be both." 

" And in that case I could have Three Oaks." 

" I see — exactly so— but to give up so respectable a 
seat — really it is a sacrifice." 

" Say no more, it shall be done. A deputation shall 
wait on Lord Staunch directly. I will see my uncle, 
and a despatch shall be sent down to *•*•* to-night, at 
least I hope so. I must not be too confident. My 
uncle is an odd man ; nobody but myself can manage 
him ; I'll go this instant." 

" You may be sure your kindness will be duly, appre^ 
oiated." 

Lumley shook hands cordially with the secretary* 
and retired. The secretary was not "humbugged," 
nor did Lumley expect he should be. But the 8ecre<* 
tary noted this of Lumley Ferrers (and that gentle- 
man's object was gained), that Lumley Ferrers was a 
man who looked out for office, and, if he did tolerably 
well in parliament, that Lumley Ferrers was a man 
who om^ to bo f 4^ 
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Very shortly afterward the Chzette announced the 
election of Lord Staunch for *****, after a sharp but 
decisive contest. The ministerial journals rang with 
exulting paeans ; the opposition ones called the electors 
of ***** all manner of hard names, and declared that 
Mr. Stout, Lord Staunch's opponent, would petition, 
which lie never did. In the midst of the hubbub, Mr. 
Lumley Ferrers quietly and unobservedly crept into 
the representation of Three Oaks. 

On the night of his election he went to Lord Sazing- 
ham's : but what there happened deserves another chap- 
ter 



CHAPTER IV. 

" Je connois des princes da sang, des princes ^tranffers, des grands 
seigneurs, des ministres d*etat, des manstrats, et des philosophes 

3ui fileroient pour I'amour de toqs. Ea poaTsz-Toas demander 
'avantage ?" — Lettra de Madame db Sbtionb. 

" lAndon, I— I believe it will choke me. Fm in love. Now, hold 
yoar tongue. Hold your tongue, I say. 

«• Dalner. You inloTe ! ila! ha! 

**Imd. There, he laughs. 

"/>a/. No; I am really sorry for you.*'— Genmm Play {FaUe DeK- 
eacjf). 

"What is here? 
Gold !" 

Shakspbari. 

It happened that that evening Maltravers had, for 
the first time, accepted one of many invitations with 
which Lord Saxingham had honoured him. His lord- 
ship and Maltravers were of different political parties, 
nor were they in other respects adapted to each other. 
Lord Saxingham was a clever man in his way, but 
worldly, even to a proverb, among worldly people. That 
" man was born to walk erect and look upon the stars," 
is an eloqnent fallacy that Lord Saxingham might suffice 
to disprove. He seemed bom to walk with a stoop ; 
and if he ever looked upon any stars, they were those 
which go with a garter. Though of celebrated and his- 
torical ancestry, great rank, and some personal reputa- 
tion, he had all the ambition of a parvenu. He had a 

Vol. II.— H 
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Strong regard for ofSce, not so much from the sublime 
alTection for that sublime thing, power over the destinies 
of a glorious nation, as because it added to that vulgar 
thing, importance in his own set. He looked on his 
cabinet uniform as a beadle looks on his gold-lace. He 
also liked patronage, secured good things to distant 
connexions, got on his family to the remotest degree 
of relationship ; in short, he was of the earth, earthy. 
He did not comprehend Maltravers, and Maltravers, 
who every day grew prouder and prouder, despised him. 
Still Lord Saxingham was told that Maltravers was a 
rising man, and he thought it well to be civil to rising 
men of whatever party ; besides, his vanity was flattered 
by having men who are talked of in his train. He was 
too busy -and too great a personage to think Maltravers 
could be other than sincere when he declared himself, 
in his notes, " very sorry," or " much concerned," to fore- 
go the honour of dining with Lord Saxingham on the, 
&c., &c, ; and therefore continued his invitations, till 
Maltravers, from that fatality which undoubtedly regu- 
lates and controls us, at last accepted the proffered dis- 
tinction. 

He arrived late — most of the guests were assembled ; 
and, after exchanging a few words with his host, Er- 
nest fell back into the general groupe, and found him- 
self in the immediate neighbourhood of Lady Florence 
Lascelles. This lady had never much pleased Maltrav- 
ers, for he was not fond of masculine or coquettish 
heroines, and Lady Florence seemed to him to merit 
both epithets ; therefore, though he had met her often 
since the first day he had been introduced to her, he had 
usually contented himself with a distant bow or a pas- 
sing salutation. But now, as he turned round and saw 
her — she was, for a miracle, sitting alone — ^and in her 
most dazzhng and noble countenance there was so evi- 
dent an appearance of ill-health, that he was struck and 
touched by it. In fact, beautiful as she was, both in 
face and form, there was something in the eye and the 
bloom of Lady Florence which a skilful physician 
would have seen with prophetic pain. And, whenever 
occasional illness paled the roses of the cheek and 
sobered the play of the lips, even an ordinary observer 
would have thought of the old commonplace proverb— 
''that the brightest beauty has the briefest life." It 
WM some sentiment of this kind, perhaps, that now 
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awakened the sympathy of Maltrayers, He addressed 
her with more marked courtesy than usual, aild took a 
seat by her side. 

*' You have been to the House, I suppose, Mr. Mal- 
travers ?" said Lady Florence. 

" yes, for a short time ; it is not one of our field- 
nights — ^no division was expected ; and by this time, I 
dare say, the house has been counted out." 

** Do you like the life 1" 

'* It has excitement," said M altravers, evasively. 

" And the excitement is of a noble character 1" 

^* Scarcely so, I fear — it is so made up of mean and 
malignant motives — ^there is in it so much jealousy of 
our friends, so much unfairness to our enemies — such 
readiness to attribute to others the basest objects — ^such 
willingness to avail ourselves of the poorest stratagems ! 
— ^the ends may be great, but the means are very am- 
Inguous." 

'* I knew you would feel this," exclaimed Lady Flor- 
ence, with a heightened colour. 

"Did you?" said Maltravers, rather interested, as 
well as surprised. "I scarcely imagined it possible 
that you would deign to divine secrets so insignificant." 

"You did not do me justice,' then," returned Lady 
Florence, with an arch yet half-painful smile ; " for — 
but I was about to be impertinent." 

*• Nay, say on." 

« por — ^then — ^I do not imagine you to be one apt to 
do injustice to yourself." 

" Oh ! you consider me presumptuous and arrogant ; 
but that if common report, and you do right, perhaps, 
to believe it." 

" Was there ever any one unconscious of his own 
merit t" asked Lady Florence, proudly. " They who dis- 
trust themselves have good reason for it." 

** You seek to cure the wound you inflicted," returned 
Maltravers, smiling. 

" No ; what I said was an apology for myself as well 
as for you. You need no words to vindicate you — ^you 
are a man, and can bear out all arrogance with the royal 
motto — Dieu et man droit. With you, deeds can sup- 
port pretension ; but I am a woman — it was a mistake 
of Nature !" 

" But what triumphs that man can achieve bring so 
immediate, so padpable a reward as those won by a wo- 
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man, beautiftil and admired — ^who finds eveiy room am 
empire, and every class her subjects 1" 

*' It is a despicable realm." 

" What ! — to com^mand — to win — ^to bow to your wor- 
ship — the greatest, and the highest, and the sternest; 
to own slaves in those whom men recognise as their 
lords ! Is such power despicable 1 If so, what power 
is to be envied I" 

Lady Florence turned quickly round to Maltravers, 
and fixed on him her large dark eyes, as if she would 
read into his very heart. She turned away with a 
blush and a slight frown — " There is mockery on your 
lip," said she. 

Before Maltravers could answer, dinner was an- 
nounced, and a foreign ambassador claimed the hand of 
Lady Florence. Maltravers saw a young lady, with 
gold oats in her very light hair, fall to his lot, and de- 
scended to the dining-room thinking more of Lady 
Florence Lascelles than he had ever done before. 

He happened to sit nearly oppK)site to the young mis- 
tress of the house (Lord Saxingham, as the reader 
knows, was a widower, and Lady Florence an only 
child) ; and Maltravers was that day in one of those 
felicitous moods in which our animal spirits search 
and carry up, as it were, to the surface, our intellectual 
gifts and acquisitions. He conversed generally and 
happily; but once, when he turned his eyes to ap- 
peal to Lady Florence for her opinion on some point 
m discussion, he caught her gaze fixed upon him with 
an expression that checked the current of his gayety, 
and cast him into curious and bewildered revery. In 
that gaze there was earnest and cordial admiration, 
but it was mixed with so much mournfulness that the 
admiration lost its eloquence, and he who noticed it 
was rather saddened than flattered. 

After dinner, when Maltravers sought the drawing- 
rooms, he found them filled with the customary mob 
of good society. In one corner he discovered Castruc- 
cio Cesarini playing on a guitar, slung across his 
breast with a blue riband. The Italian sang well: 
many young ladies were grouped round him, among 
others Florence Lascelles. Maltravers, fond as he was 
of music, looked upon Castruccio's performance as a 
disagreeable exhibition. He had a Quixotic idea of the 
dignity of talent, and though himself of a musical science 
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and a melody of voice that would hare thrown the room 
into ecstasies, he would as soon have turned juggler or 
tumbler for polite amusement, as contended for the bra- 
voes of a drawing-room. It was because he was one of 
the proudest men in the world that Maltravers was one of 
the least vain. He did not care a rush for applause in 
small things ; but Caesarini would have summoned the 
whole world to see him play at push-pin, if he thought 
he played it well. 

*' Beautiful! divine! charming!" cried the young la- 
dies, as Caesarini ceased ; and Maltravers obser\'ed that 
Florence praised more earnestly than the rest, and that 
Osesarini's dark eyes sparkled, and his pale cheek 
flushed with unwonted brilliancy. Florence turned to 
Maltravers, and the Italian, following her eyes, frowned 
darkly. 

" You know the Signor Caesarini," said Florence, 
joining Maltravers. *' He is an interesting aaid gifted 
person." 

^' Unquestionably. I grieve to see him wasting his 
talents upon a soil that may yield a few short-lived 
flowers, without one useful plant or productive fruit." 

" He enjoys the passing hour, Mr. Maltravers ; and 
sometimes, when I see the mortifications that await 
sterner labour, I think he is right." 

" Hush !" said Maltravers ; " his eyes are on us ; he 
is listening breathlessly for every word you utter. I 
fear you have made an unconscious conquest of a poet's 
heart ; and, if so, he purchases the enjoyment of the 
passing hour at a fearful price." 

" Nay," said Lady Florence, indifferently, ** he is one of 
those to whom the fancy supplies the place of the heart. 
And if I give him an inspiration, it will be an equal lux-i 
ury to him whether his lyre be strung to hope or disap- 
pointment. The sweetness of his verses will compen- 
sate to him for any bitterness in actual life." 

" There are two kinds of love," answered Maltravers ; 
love and self-love ; the wounds of the last are often 
most incurable in those who appear least vulnerable to 
Che first. Ah, Lady Forence, were I privileged to play 
the monitor, I would venture on one warning, however 
much it might offend you." 

" And that ifr-" 

" To forbear coquetry." 

MalUEvers smiled as he Bvokfit bat iiwu gnively 
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tnd at the saoM tune he moTed gently away. But 
Lady Florence laid her hand on his arm. 

'* Mr. Maltrayera,^' said she, yery softly, and with a 
kind of faltering in her tone, *' am I wrong to say that 
I am anxious for your good opinion I Do not judge me 
harshly. I am soured, discontented, unhappy. 1 have 
no sympathy with the world. These men whom I see 
around me — ^what are they 1 the mass of them unfeel- 
ing and silken egotists — ^Ql-judging, iU-educated, well- 
dressed: the few who are called distinguished — ^how 
selfish in their ambition, how hard, how unimaginatira 
in their pursuits! Am I to be blamed if 1 exert a 
power over such as these, which rather proves my 
scorn of them than my own vanity V 

** I have no right to argue with you." 

**Yes, argue with me, convince me, guide me-— 
Heaven knows that, impetuous and haughty as I am, I 
need a guide*' — and Lady Florence's eyes swam with 
tears. Ernest's prejudices against her were greatly 
shaken : he was even somewhat dazzled by her beauty 
and touched by her unexpected gentleness; but atiU 
his heart was not assailed, and he readied almost cold* 
ly, after a short pause, 

** Dear Lady Florence, look round the world — ^who so 
much to be envied as yourself? What sources of hap* 
piness and pride are open to you ! Why, then, make to 
yourself causes of discontent — why be scornful of those 
who cross not your paUi ? Why not look with charity 
upon God's less endowed children, beneath you as they 
may seem ? What consolation have you in hurting the 
hearts or the vanities of others ? Do you raise your- 
self even in your own estimation ? You aflfect to bo 
above your sex — ^yet what character do you despise 
more in women than that which you assume ? Semi* 
ramis ahould not be a coquet ! There, now, I have of* 
fended you ! I confess I am very rude." 

^* I am not offended," said Florence, almost struggling 
with her tears, and she added inly, '* Ah, I am too hap- 
py !" There are some lips from which even the proud* 
est women love to hear the censure which appears to 
disprove indifference. 

It was at this time that Lumley Ferrers, flushed with 
the success of his schemes and projects, entered the 
room ; and his quick eye fell upon that comer, in which 
ha d 0>co t s d whai afysaied to him a wiy slawning flii^ 
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"teion between his rich cousin and Ernest Maltravem. 
He advanced to the spot, and, with his customary frank- 
ness^ extended a hand to each. 

** Ah, my dear and fair cousin, give me your congrat* 
Illations, and ask me for my first frank, to be bound up 
in a collection of autographs by distinguished senators 
^t will sell high one of these days. Your most obe- 
dient, Mr. Maltravers; how we shall laugh in our 
sleeves at the humbug of politics, when you and I, 
the best friends in the world, sit vis-d-vis on opposite 
benches. But why. Lady Florence, have you never intro- 
duced me to yviut- pet Italian ? Allans ! 1 am his match 
in Alfieri, whom, of course, he swears by, and whose 
verses, by-the-way, seem cut out of boxwood; the 
hardest material for turning off that sort of machinery 
that invention ever hit on." 

Thus saying, Ferrers contrived, as he thought, very 
cleveriv, to divide a pair that he much feared were 
justly formed to meet by nature ; and, to his great joy, 
Maltravers shortly afterward withdrew. 

Ferrers, with the happy ease that belonged to his 
complacent though plotting character, soon made C8&* 
•arini at home with him ; and two or three slighting ex- 
pressions which the former dropped with respect to 
Maltravers, coupled with some outrageous compliments 
to the Italian, complet^y won the heart of the latter. 
The brilliant Florence was more silent and subdued 
than usual ; and her voice was softer, though graver, 
when she replied to Castruccio's eloquent appeals. 
Caatruccio was one of those men who talk fine. By 
degrees, Lumley lapsed into silence, and listened to 
what took place between Lady Florence and the Italian, 
while appearing to be deep in "The Views of the 
Rhine" which lay on the table. 

** Ah," said the latter, in his soft native tongue, *- could 
you know how I watch every shade. of that counte- 
nance which makes my heaven ! Is it clouded, night 
is with me ! is it radiant, I am as the Persian gaaing 
on the sun !" 

*' Why do you speak thus to me ^ Were you not a 
poet I might be angry." 

" You were not angry when the English poet, that 
cold 'Maltnnrers, spoke to you perhaps as boldly." 

Lady Florence drew up k^ haughty head. *' Sig- 
MTf** mkL shev rkfriiing, hom^mfr h^l^.firvi unpulse* 
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and with mildness, "Mr. Bfaltravers neither flatten 
nor — ^" 

" Presumes, you were about to say," said Cssarini, 
grinding his teeth. '* But it is weU---once you were 
fess chilling to the utterance of my deep devotion." 

*< Never, Signor CaBsarini, never — ^but when 1 thought 
it was but the common gallantry of your nation : let me 
think so still." 

^ No, proud woman," said Cssarini, fiercely, " no- 
hear the truth." 

Lady Florence rose indignantly. 

** Hear me," he continued. " i — I, the poor foreign- 
er, the despised minstrel, dare to lift up my eyes to 
you. I love you !" 

Never had Florence Lascelles been so humiliated 
and confounded. However she might hi^ve amused 
herself with the vanity of Csesarini, she had not given 
him, as she thought, the warrant tx) address her — ^the 
great Lady Florence, the prize of dukes and princes-^ 
in this hardy manner; she almost fancied him insane. 
But the next moment she recalled the warning of Mal-^ 
travers, and felt as if her punishment had commenced. 

'* You will think and speak more calmly, sir, when 
we meet again $" and, so saying, she swept away. 

Oaesarini remained rooted to the spot, with his dark 
countenance expressing such passions as are rarely seen 
in the aspect of civilized men. 

" Where do you lodgie, Signor Caesarinil" asked the 
bland, familiar voice of Ferrers. " Let us walk part of 
the way together — ^that is, when you are tired of these 
hot rooms." 

Caesarini groaned. " You are ill," continued Ferrers ; 
" the air will revive you— come." He gUded from the 
room, and the 1 talian mechanically followed him. They 
walked together for some moments in silence, side by 
side, in a clear, lovely moonlight night. At length 
Ferrers said, *' Pardon me, my dear signor, but you 
may already have observed that I am a very frank, odd 
sort of a fellow. I see you are caught by' the charms 
of my cruel cousin. Can I serve you in any way?" 

A man at all acquainted with the world in which we 
live would have been suspicious of such cordiality in 
the cousm of an heiress towards a very unsuitable as- 
pirant. But Cfesarini, like many indiffsreat poets (but 
Ukp f0>rgB<p^oiiBi>> hadiK^mBimow wnm HeUiouighi 
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it quite natural that a man who admired his poetry so 
much as Lumley had declared he did, should take a 
lively interest in his welfare; and he therefore replied 
warmly, ** Oh, sir, this is indeed a crusliing hlow : I 
dreamed she loved rae. She was ever flattering and 
ffentle when she spoke to me, and in verse already I 
had told her of my love, and met with no rebuke.^' 

'* Did you really and plainly declare love, and in your 
own person V^ 

** Why, the sentiment was veiled, perhaps — ^put into 
the mouth of a fictitious character, oi^ conveyed in an 
allegory." 

'^ Oh !^' ejaculated Ferrers, thinking it very likely that 
the gorgeous Florence, hymned by a thousand bards, 
had done little more than cast a glance over the lines 
that had cost poor' Caesarini such anxious toil and in- 
spired him with such daring hope — *' oht — and to-night 
she was more severe ! — she is a terrible coauette, U 
belle Florence ! But perhaps you have a rival. 

" I feel it — ^I saw it — I know it." 

" Whom do you suspect V 

*' That accursed Maltravers. He crosses me in every 
path — my spirit quails beneath his whenever we en« 
counter. I read my doom." 

"If it be Midtravers," said Ferrers, gravely, "the 
danger cannot be great. Florence has seen but little 
of him, and he does not admire her much; but she is a 
great match, and he is ambitious. We must guard 
against tliis betimes, Caesarini — for, know that I dislike 
Maltravers as much as you do, and will cheerfully aid 
you in any plan to blight his hopes in that quarter." 

"Grenerous, noble friend! yet he is richer, better 
bom than I." 

" That may be ; but, with Lady Florence's position, 
aU minor grades of rank in her aspirants seem pretty 
well levelled. Come, I donH tell you that I would not 
sooner she married a countryman and an equal ; but I 
have taken a liking to you, and I detest Maltravers, 
She is very romantic — fond of poetry to a passion — 
writes it herself, I fancy. Oh, you'll just suit her ; but^ 
alas ! how will you see her ?" 

" See her ! What mean you V 

"Why, have you not declaired love to-night t I 
thought I overheard yoa. Can you for a moment 
fancy that, after such «a avowal, Iiady Florence will 
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again receiTe you — ^that is, if she mean to reject your 
suit?" • ^ 

*' Fool that I was ! Bat no — she must, she shall.** 

*'Be persuaded, in this country violence won't do. 
Take my advice; write an humble apology, confess 
your fault, invoke her pity, and, declaring that you re- 
nounce for ever the character of a lover, implore still 
to be acknowledged as a friend. Be quiet now — ^hear 
me out ; I am older than you ; 1 know my cousin ; this 
will pique her : your modesty wiU sooth, while your 
coldness will arouse her vanity. Meanwhile you will 
watch the progress of Maltravers — ^1 wiU be by your el- 
bow ; and, between us, to use a homely phrase, we will 
do for him. Then you may have your opportunity — 
clear stage and fair play.*' 

Caesarini was at first rebellious ; but at length even 
he saw the policy of the advice. But Lumley would 
not leave him till the advice was adopted. He made 
Castruccio accompany him to a club, dictated the letter 
to Florence, and undertook its charge. This was not all. 

" It is also necessary," said Lumley, after a short but 
thoughtful silence, ''that you should write to Maltrav- 
ers." 

" And for what 1** 

*' I have my reasons ; ask him, in a frank and friendly 
spirit, his opmion of Lady Florence — state your belief 
that she loves you — and inquire ingenuously what he 
thinks your chances of happiness in such a union." 

'* But why this 1" 

" His answer may be useful," returned Lumley, mu- 
singly. " Stay, I will dictate the letter." 

Caesarini wondered and hesitated, but there was that 
about Lumley Ferrers which had already obtained com- 
mand over tne passionate poet. He wrote, therefore, 
as Lumley dictated, beginning with some commonplace 
doubts as to the happiness of marriage in general— -ex- 
cusing himself for his recent coldness towu^ Maltrav- 
ers, and asking him his confidential opinion both as to 
Lady Florence's character and his own chances of suc^ 
cess. 

This letter, like the former one, Lumley sealed and 
despatched. 

" You perceive," he then said briefly to Caesarini^ 
'' that it is the object of this letter to entrap Maltravers 
into some plain and honest avowal of his dislike to Lady 
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Florence ; wo may make good use of such expressions 
hereafter, if he should ever prove a rival. And now go 
home to rest — ^you look exhausted. Adieu, my new 
friend." 

" I have long had a presentiment," said Lumley to 
his counsellor self, as he walked to Great George- 
street, " that that wild girl has conceived a romantic 
fancy for M altravers. But I can easily prevent such an 
accident ripening into misfortune. Meanwhile, I have 
secured a tool if 1 want one. By Jove, what an ass 
that poet is ! But so was Cassio ; yet lago made uso 
of him. If lago had been bom now, and dropped that 
foohsh fancy for revenge, what a glorious fellow he 
would have been ! Prime minister, at least !" 

Pale, haggard, exhausted, Castruccio Caesariui, tra-> 
versing a length of way, arrived at last at a miserable 
lodging in the suburb of Chelsea. His fortune was now 
gone-^gone in supplying the poorest food to a craving 
and imbecile vanity ; gone, that its owner might seem 
what nature never meant him for— the elegant Lothario 
— the graceful man of pleasure — the troubadour of 
modem life! gone in horses, and jewels, and fine 
clothes, and gaming, and printing unsaleable poems on 

filt-edged vellum ; gone that he might be, not a greater, 
ut a more fashionable man than Emest Maltravers ! 
Such is the common destiny of those poor adventurers 
who confine fame to boudoirs and saloons. No matter 
whether they be poets or dandies, wealthy parvenus or 
aristocratic cadets, all equally prove the adage, that the 
wrong paths to reputation are strewed with the wrecks 
of peace, fortune, happiness, and, too often, honour ! 
And yet this poor young man had dared to hope for the 
hand of Florence Lascelles ! He had the common no* 
tion of foreigners, that English girls marry for love^-are 
very romantic—that, within the three seas, heiresses 
are as plentiful as blackberries ; and, for the rest, his 
▼anity had been so pampered that it now insinuated it-> 
self into every fibre of his intellectual and moral system* 
Cassarini looked cautiously round as he arrived at his 
door, for he fancied that, even in that obscure place,, 
persons might be anxious to catch a glimnse of the cel- 
ebrated poet; and he concealed his resiaence from all 
^-dined on a roll when he did not dine out, and left his 
address at ** The Travellers." He looked round, I say, 
mad he did observe diflaU figuiie) wtupptd in a doak, that 
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hftd, indeed, followed him from a distant and b 
nloQB part of the town. But the figure turneef 
and vanished instantly. Ceesarini mounted to his sec- 
ond floor. Aod about the middle of the next day ■ 
menen^r left a letter at his door, containing one hun- 
dred pounds in a blank envelope. Caesarini knew not 
Ihe writing of the address ; his pride was deeply wonnd 
«d : amid all his penury he had not even affiled to his 
Own sister. Coud it come from her — from De Hon- 
taigoe * He was lost in conjecture. He put the ra- 
tniltance aside for a few days, for he had Boraethinc 
fine in him, the poor poet '. bnt bills grew preasiog, WM 
necessity hath no law. 

Twa days afterward CRsarini brought to Ferrera 

the answer he had received from Maltraveta. Lnmley 

had rightly foreseen that the high spirit of Ernest 

—"■•''' "'■""•iTe some indignation at the coquetry of 

beguibng the Italian into hopes never to be 

at he would express himself openly and 

[e did so, however, with more gentleneM 

' had anticipated. 

not exactly the thing," said Ferrers, after 
ig the letter ; " still it may hereafter be » 
in our hands— we wiH keep it." 
, he locked np the letter m his desk, and 
)a forgot its existence. 



CHAPTER V. 

Sm was ■ phaDlom of ilelighl 

Vhen firat *tM ^leam'd npoa mf liflit ; 

I knelf ■ppaiitKn, tent 

ro Im ■ nxmeDt's onuingnl," 

WoimwoiTH. 

9 did not see Lady Florence again for 
some weeks; meanwhile Lumley Ferrers made his 
lUb&i in parliament. Rigidly adhering to his plan of 
acting on deliberate sysiem, and not prone to overrate 
himself, Mr. Ferrers did not, like most promising new 
members, try the hazardous ordeal of a great first speech. 
Though bold, fluent, and ready, he was not eloquent; 
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and he knew that, on p«at occomods, when great 
^)eeches are wauled, great gans like to have the lira 
to themselves. Neither did he split upon the rock or 
"promising young men," who slick to "the business 
of the houne" like leeches, and quibble on details, in 
return for which labour they are generally voted bores 
who can never do anything remarkable. But he spoke 
frequently, shortly, countgenusly, and with a strong 
dash of good-humoured personality. He was the man 
whom a minister could get to say something which 
other people did not like to say ; and he did so with a 
frank fearlessness that carried off any seeming violation 
of good taste. He soon became a. very popular speaker 
in the parliamentary clique; especially with the gen- 
tiemen who crowd the bar, and never want to hear the 
argument of the debate. Between him and Maltravers 
a visible coldness now existed — for the laCier looked 
upon his old friend (whose principles of log 
even to republicanism, and who had be6a ai 
to accuse urnest or temporizing with pla^ li 
demurred' to their application to artificial sti 
ciety) aa a cold'blouded and hypocritical ai 
while Ferrers, seeing that Ernest could now 
further use to him, was willing enough to drt 
less intimacy. Nay, he thought it would t 
pick a quarrel with him, ir possible, as the b 
of banishing a supposed rival from the house o 
relation, Lord Saxingham. But no opporttini 
step presented itself — so Lumley kept a fit a 
ent rudeness, or an impromptu sarcasm in 
ever it should be wanted. 

The season and the session were alike dr; 
close, when Maltravers received a. pressing 
from Cleveland to spend a week at his villa, 
assured Ernest would be full of agreeable pt 
as all business productive of debate or div 
over, Maltravers was glad to obtain fresh air and s 
change of scene. Accordingly, he sent down his lug- 
gage and favourite books, and, one afternoon in early 
August, rode alone towards Temple Grove. He wa> 
much dissatisfied, perhaps disappointed, with his ex- 
perience in public life, wid with his high-wrought and 
over-refined views of the deficiencies of others more 
prominent ; he was in a humour to mingle also censure 
of himself^ for h»Tiiie yidded too much to tho doubts 

Vol. II—I 
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and scrnples that often, in th,e early part of their car«et, 
beaet the honest and sincere, in the turbulent whirl of 
politice, and ever tend to make the tpbust hues that 
should belong to action, ^ 

" Sicklied o'ei with the pale cut of tbougbt." 

Hia mind was working its way slowly towards those 
conclusions which sometimes ripen the best practical 
men out of the most exalted theorists, and perhaps he 
saw before him the pleasing prospect flatteringly ex- 
hibited to another, when he complained of being too 
honest for party, viz., " of becommg a very pretty ras- 
cal in time!" 

For several weeks he had not heard from his un- 
known correNpondent, and the time was come when he 
missed those letters — now continued for more than two 
years — and which, in their eloquent mixture of com- 
' ' " shortation, despondent gloom, and declamatory 
ira, had often soothed him in dejection, and 
n more sensible of triumph. While revolving 
ind thoughts connected with these subjects — 
lehow or other, with his more ambitious rever- 
always mingled musings of curiosity respect- 
;onespoadent — he was struck by tl|e beauty 
e girl, of about eleven years old, who wa» 
with a female attendant oq the footpath that 
the road. I said that he was struck by her ' 
but that is a wrong expression ; it was rather 
m of her countenance than the perfection of 
ures which arrested the gaze of Maltraver^— 
that might not have existed for others, but 
rpressively attractive to him, and was so much 
im the vulgar fascination of mere beauty, that 
have equally touched a chord at his heart, if 
with homely features or a bloomless cheek, 
irm was in a wonderful innocence and dovelike 
~uitu>.so of expression, We all form to ourselves some 
beau ideal of tne " fair spirit" we desire as our earthly 
"minister," and somewhat capriciously gauge and pro- 
portion our admiration of living shapes according as the 
beau ideal is more or less imbodied or approached. 
Beauty, of a stamp that is not familiar lo the dreams 
of our fancy, may win the cold homage of our judg- 
ment, while a look, a feature, a something that realizes 
aud calk up a boyish vision, and assumlatos even dis- 
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ttntly to the picture we wear within us, has & loveli- 
nesB peculiar to our eyea, and kindles an emotion that 
ftlmost ^ems to belong to memory. It is this which 
the Piatoniata felt when they wildly supposed that souls 
attracted to each other on earth had been united in an 
earlier being and a diviner sphere ; and there was in 
the young fcce on which Ernest gazed precisely this 
ineflable harmony with his preconceived notions of the 
beautiful. Many a nigtitly and noonday revery waa 
realized in those mild yet smiling eyea of the darkest 
blue ; in that ingenuous breadth of brow, with its slight- 
ly pencilled arches, and the nose, not cut in that sharp 
ana clear symmetry wluch looks so lovely in marble, 
but usually gives to flesh and hlood a decided and hard 
character, that better becomes the sterner than the 
geuiler sex — no ; not moulded in the pure Grecian or 
in the pure Roman cast ; but small, delicate, with the 
least passible inclination to turn upward, that wf ""i"- 
to be detected in one position of the bead, and 
to ^ve a prettier archness to the sweet flezi 
which, from the gentleness of their repose, see 
smile unconsciously, but rather from a happy c( 
tional serenity than from the giddiness of rainb. 
was the character of this fair child's counteuai 
which Maltravere turned and gazed, involuntari 
reverently, with something of the admiring deligl 
which we look upon the Virgin of a R^aelle 
sunset landscape of a Claude. The girl did not 
to feel any premature coquetry at the evident 
respectful admiration she excited. She met th 
bent upon her, brilliant and eloquent as they wei 
a fearless and unsuspecting gaze, and pointed 
her companion, with all a chila'e quick and unres 
impulse, the shining and raven gloss, the arch 
haughty neck, of Ernest's beautiful Arabian. 
Now there happened between Maltravers a 

young object of his admiration a little adventure, .. 

•ervM, perhaps, lo 6x in her recollection this short en- 
counter with a stranger; for certain it is, that, years 
after, she did remember both the circumstances of the 
adventure and the features of Maltravers. She wore 
one of those large straw hats which look so pretty upon 
children, and the warmth of the day made her untie the 
■trings which confined it. A gentle breeze arcwe as, 
by a turn in the road, the country became more open, 
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and soddenly wafted the hat from its proper post — ^i 
most to the hoofs of Ernest's horse. The child nata- 
rally made a spring forward to arrest the deserter, and 
her foot slipped down the bank, which was rather 
steeply raised above the road ; she uttered a low cty 
of pain. To dismount, to regain the prize, and to re- 
store it to its owner was, with Ernest, the work of a 
moment ; the poor girl had twisted her ankle, and was 
leaning upon her servant for support. But when she 
saw the anxiety, and almost the alarm, upon the stran- 
ger's face (and her exclamation of pain had literally 
thrilled his heart — so much and so unaccountably had 
she excited his interest), she made an effort at self-con- 
trol not common at her years, and, with a forced smile, 
assured him she was not much hmrt — that it was no- 
thing — ^that she was just at home. 

"Oh, miss !" said the servant, " I am sure you are 
very bad. Dear heart, how angry master will be. It 
was not my fault, was it, sir V 

" Oh, no, it was not your fault, Margaret ; don't be 
frightened — ^papa sha'n't blame you. But I'm much 
better now." So saying, she tried to walk, but the 
effort was vain; she turned yet more pale, and, though 
she struggled to prevent a shriek, the tears rolled down 
her cheeks. 

It was very odd, but Maltravers had never felt more 

touched ; the tears stood in his own eyes ; he longed 

to carry her in his arms, but, child as she was, a strange 

kind of nervous timidity forbade him. Margaret, per- 

^^ haps, expected it of him, for she looked hard in his 

'"C face before she attempted a burden to which, being a 

^i small, slight person, she was by no means equal. How* 

^/ ever, after a pause, she took up her charge, who, 

f ashamed of her tears and almost overcome with pain, 

ir nestled her head in the woman's bosom, and Maltravers 

walked by her side, while his docile and well-trained 

horse followed at a distance, every now and then put- 

\ ting his forelegs on the bank, and cropping away a 

mouthful of leaves from the hedgerow. 

"Oh, Margaret!" said the little sufferer, "I cannot 
bear it— indeed I cannot." 

And Maltravers observed that Margaret had permitted 
the lamed foot to hang down unsupported, so that the 
pain must indeed have been scarcely bearable. He 
could restrain himself no longer. 
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'* You are not strong enough to carry her," said he, 
sharply, to the servant ; and the next moment the child 
was in his arms. Oh, with what anxious tenderness he 
bore her ! and he was so happy when she turned her 
face to him, and spiled, and told him she now scarcely 
felt the pain. If it were possible to be in love with a 
child of eleven years old, Maltravers was almost in 
love. His pulses trembled as he felt her pure breath on 
his cheek, and her rich beautiful hair was waved by 
the breeze across his lips. He hushed his voice to a 
whisper as he poured forth all the soothing and com- 
forting expressions which give a natural eloquence to 
persons fond of children-^and Ernest Maltravers was 
the idol of cdiildren ; he underistood and sympathized 
with them ; he had a. great deal of the child himself 
beneath the rough and cold husk of his proud reserve. 
At length thev came to a lodge, and Margaret, eagerly 
inquiring " whether master and missus were at home," 
seemed delighted to hear they were not. Ernest, how- 
ever, insisted on bearing hi^ charge across the lawn to 
th6 house, which, like most suburban villas, was but a 
stone's throw from the lodge; and, receiving the most 
positive promise that surgical advice should*be imme- 
diately sent for, he was forced to content himself with 
laying the sufferer on a sofa in the drawing-room ; and 
she thanked him so prettily, and assured him she was 
so much easier, that he would have given the world to 
kiss her. The child had completed her conquest over 
him by being above the child's ordinary littleness of 
making the worst of things, in order to obtain the con- 
sequence and dignity of being pitied ; she was evidently 
unselfish and considerate for others. He did kiss her, 
but it was the hand that he kissed, and no cavalier ever 
kissed his lady's hand with more respect ; and then, for 
the first time, the child blushed ; then, for the first time, 
she felt as if the day would come when she should be 
a child no Ipnger! Why was this? perhaps because 
it is an era ip life ; the first sign of a tenderness that 
inspires respect, not familiarity ! 

'* If ever I could be in love," said Maltravers, as he 
spurred on his road, '* I really think it would be with 
that exquisite child. My feeling is more like that of 
love at first sight than any emotion wjiich beauty ever 
caused in me. Alice — ^Valerie — ^no ; the fint sight 

12 



10!^ THs child's PARENTAOS. 

of them did not: but what folly is this! a child of 
eleven, and I verging upon thirty !" 

Still, however, folly as it might be, the image of that 
young girl haunted Maltravers for many days; till 
change of scene^ the distractions of society, the grave 
thoughts of manhood, and, above all, a series of exciting 
circumstances about to be narrated, gradually obliter* 
ated a strange and most delightful impression* He had 
learned, however, that Mr.Templetonwasthe proprietor 
of the villa which was the child's home. He wrote to 
Ferrers to narrate the incident, and to inquire after tha 
sufferer. In due time he hesurd from that gentlem^ 
that the child was recovered, and gone with Mr. and 
Mrs. Templeton to Brighton, for change of air and sea- 
bathing. 
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BOOK VIIL 

CHAPTER I. 

«* Notiiiam primosque grados "vicinia fecit.**— Ovid. 

CLSTELAifD's villa w€ts full, and of persons usually 
called agreeable. Among the re&t was Lady Florence 
Lascelles. The wise old man had ever counselled 
Maltravers not to marry too young ; but neither did he 
wish him to put off that momentous epoch of life till all 
the bloom of heart and emotion was passed away. He 
thought, with the old lawgivers, that thirty was the 
happy age for forming a connexion, in the choice of 
which, with the reason of manhood, ought, perhaps, to 
be blended the passion of youth. And he saw that few 
men were more capable than M alfravers of the true en- 
joyments of domestic life. He had long thought, also, 
that none were more calculated to sympathize with 
Ernest's views, and a|>preciate his peculiar character, 
than the gifted and brilliant Florence Lascelles. Cleve- 
land looked with toleration on her many eccentricities 
of thought and conduct— eccentricities which he ima- 
gined would rapidly melt away beneath the influence of 
that attachment which usually operates so great a change 
in women ; and, where it is strongly ahd intensely felt, 
moulds even those of the most obstinate character into 
compliance or similitude with the sentiments or habits 
of its object. 

The stately self-control of Maltravers was, he con- 
ceived, precisely that quality that gives to men an un- 
conscious command over the very thoughts of the wo- 
man whose affection they win: while, on the other 
hand, he hoped that the fancy and enthusiasm of Flor- 
ence would tend to render sharper and more practical 
an ambition which seemed to the sober man of the 
world too apt to refine upon the means, and to cut bono 
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the objects of worldly distinction. Besides, Cleveland 
was one who thoroughly appreciated the advantages of 
wealth and station ; and the rank and the dower of Flor- 
ence were sjuch as would force Maltravers into a posi- 
tion in social life which could not fail to make new 
exactions upon talents whicji Cleveland fancied were 
precisely those adapted rather to command than to 
serve. In Ferrers he recognised a man to get into 
power — ^in Maltravers one by whom power, if ever at- 
tained, would be wielded with digi^ity, and exerted for 
great uses. Something, therefore, higher than mere 
covetousness for the vulgar interests of Maltravers, 
made Cleveland desire to secure to him the heart and 
hand of the great heiress ; and he fancied that, what- 
ever might be the obstacle, it would not be in the will 
of Lady Florence herself. He prudently resolved, 
however, to leave matters to their natural eourse. Ho 
hinted nothing to one party or the other. No place for 
N falling in love like a large country-house, and no time 
for it, among the indolent well-bom, like the close of a 
London season, when, jaded by small cares and sick^ 
ened of hollow intimacies, even the coldest may well 
yearn for the tones of affe6tion — ^the excitement of an 
honest emotion. 

Somehow or other it happened that Florence and 

Ernest, after the first day or two, were constantly thrown 

together. She rode on horseback, and Maltravers was 

by her side ; they ma^e excursions on the river, and 

they sat on the same bench in the gliding pleasure-boat. 

In the evenings, the younger guests, with the assistance 

f. of the neighbouring famiUes, often got up a dance in a 

1^. temporary pavilion built out of the dining-room. Ernest 

'f • never danced. Florence did at first. But once, as she 

was conversing with Maltravers when a gay guardsman 

p' came to claim her promised hand in the waltz, she 

' seemed struck by a grave change in Emest^s face. 

" Do you never wStz V* she asked, while the guards- 
man was searching for a comer wherein safely to de- 
posite his hat. 

" No," said he, ** yet there is no impropriety in my 
waltzing." 

" And you mean that there is in mine ?" 

" Pardon me — ^I did not say so." 

« But you think it." 

" Nay, on consideration, I am glad, perhaps* that you 
do waltz." 
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** You are mystetious.*' 

'* Well, then, I mean that you are precisely the wo* 
man I would never fall in love with. And I feel the 
danger is lessened when I see you destroy any one of 
my illusions, or, I ought to say, attack any one of my 
prejudices.'* 

Lady Florence coloured ; hut the guardsman and the 
music left her no time to reply. However, after that / 

night she waltzed no more. She was unwell — she de- 
clared she was ordered not to dance, and so quadrilles 
were relinquished as well as the waltZi. 

Maltravers could not but be touched and flattered by 
this regard for his opinion ; but Florence contrived to 
testify It so as to forbid acknowledgment, since another 
motive had been found for h. The second evening after 
that commemorated by Ernest^s candid rudeness, they 
chanced to meet in the conservatory, which was con- 
nected with the ball-room ; and Ernest, pausing to 
inquire after her health, was struck by the listless and 
dejected sadness which spake in her tone and counte- 
nance as she replied to him. 

i'Dear Lady Florence,*' said he, ''I fear you are 
worse than you will confess. Ypu should shun these 
draughts. You owe it to your friends to be more care- 
ful of yourself.'* 

" Friends !*' said Lady Florence, bitterly — ^** I have 
no friends! Even my poor father would not absent 
himself from a cabinet-dinner a week after I was dead« 
But that is the condition of public life ; its hot and sear- 
ing blaze puts out the lights of all lesser but not unho- 
lier affections. Friends! Fate, that made Florence 
Lascelles the envied heiress, denied her brothers, sis- V 

ters ; and the hour of her birth lost her even the love rj 

of a mother ! Friends ! where shall I find them 1" ^ 

As she ceased she turned to the open casement, and 
stepped out into the verandah, and by the trembling of 
her voice Ernest felt that she had done so to hide or 
to suppress her tears. 

** Yet,** said he, following her, *' there is one class of 
more distant friends whose interest Lady Florence 
' Lascelles cannot fail to secure, however she may dis- 
dain it Among the humblest of that class suffer me to 
rank myself. Come, I assume the privilege of advice — 
the night air is a luxury you must not indulge.^' 
''No, nO| it refreshes me— it sooths. You misun* 
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derstand me; I have no illness tfaat still skies and 
sleeping flowers can increase." 

Maltrarers, as is evident, was not in love with Flor* 
ence, but he could not fail, bmught, as he had lately 
been, under the direct influence of her rare and prodigad 
gifts, mental and personal, to feel for her a strong and 
even affectionate interest; the very frankness with 
which he was accustomed to speak to her, and the 
many links of communion there necessarily were he« 
tween himself and^a lAind so naturdlly powerful and so 
richly cultivated, had already established their acquaint* 
ance upon an intimate footing. 

"I cannot restrain you. Lady Florence," said he, 
half smiling, '* but my conscience will not let me be an 
accomplice. I will turn king's evidence, and hunt out 
Lord Saxingham to send him to you." 

Lady Florence, whose face was averted from his, did 
not appear to hear him. 

" And you, Mr. Maltravers," turning quickly round— 
" you — have you friends 1 Do you feel that there are, I 
do not say public, but private affections and duties, for 
which life is made less a possession than a trust t" 

" Lady Florence — ^no — I have friends, it is true, and 
Cleveland is of the nearest ; but the life within life — the 
second self, in whom we vest the right and mastery 
over our own being — ^I know it not. But is it," he 
added, after a pause, ** a rare privation ? Perhaps it is 
a happy one. I have learned to lean on n^ own soul, 
and not look elsewhere for the reeds that a wind can 
break." 
1. "Ah, it is a cold philosophy; you may reconcile 

^; yourself to its wisdom in the world, m the hum snd 

i£ shock of men ; but in solitude, with Nature — ah, no ! 

r While the mind alone is occupied, you may be contented 

with the pride of stoicism ; but there are moments when 
the heart wakens as from a sleep — wakens like a fright- 
ened child — ^to feel itself alone and in the dark." 

Ernest was silent, and Florence continued, in an al- 
tered voice. " This is a strange conversation ; and you 
must think me indeed a wild, romance-reading person, 
as the world is apt to call me. But if I live— I — ^pshaw ! 
life denies ambition to women." 

" If a woman like you. Lady Florence, should ever 
love, it will be one in whose career you may perhaps 
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find that noblest of all ambitions — ^the ambition women 
only feel — ^the ambition for another !" 

"Ah, but I shall nerer love," said Lady Florence, 
and her cheek grew pale as the starlight shone on it ; 
'* still, perhaps," she added, quickly, " I may at least 
know the blessing of friendship. Why, now," and here, 
approaching Maltravers, she laid her hand with a winning 
frankness on his arm — " why, now, should not we be to 
each other as if love^ as you call it, were not a thing for 
earth, and friendship supplied its place 1 There is no 
danger of our falling in love with each other. You are 
not vain enough to expect it in me, and I, you know, am 
a coquette ; let us be friends, confidants ; at least till 
you marry, or I give another the right to control n^ 
friendship and monopolize my secrets." 

Maltravers was startled ; the sentiment Florence ad- 
dressed to him, he, in words not dissimilar, had once 
addressed to Valerie. 

*' The world," said he, kissing the hand that yet lay 
on his arm, ** the world will — " 

"Oh, you nien! the world, the world! Everything 
gentle, everything pure, everything noble, highwrought, 
and holy, is to be squared, and cribbed, and maimed to 
the rule and measure of the world ! The world — are 
you, too, its slave ? Do you not despise its hollow cant — 
Its methodical hypocrisy ?" 

"Heartily,-' said Ernest Maltravers, almost with 
fierceness; "no man ever scorned its false gods and 
its miserable creeds —its war upon the weak — ^its fawn- 
ing upon the great — its ingratitude to benefactors — its 
sordid league with mediocrity against excellence. Yes, 
in proportion as*^ love mankind, I despise and detest 
that worse than Venetian oligarchy which mankind set 
over them and call * the world.' " 

And then it was, warmed by the excitement of re- 
leased feelings, long an4. carefully shrouded, that this 
roan, ordinarily so calm and self-possessed, poured 
bumingly and passionately forth all those tumultuous 
and almost tremendous thoughts which, however much 
we may regulate, control, or disguise them, lurk deep 
within the souls of all of us, the seeds of the eternal 
war between the natural man and the artificial ; between 
our wilder genius and our social conventionalities ; 
thoughts that from time to time break forth into the 
harbingers of vain and fruitless revolutions, impotent 
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Straggles against destiny ; thoughts that good and wise 
men would be slow to promulge a#d propagate, for they 
are of a fire which oums as well as brightens, and 
which spreads from heart to heart, as a spark spreads 
amid flax ; thoughts which are rifest where natures are 
most high, but belong to truths that virtue dare not tell 
aloud. And, as Maltravers spoke, with his eyes flashing 
almost intolerable light, his breast heaving, his fonn 
dilated, never, to the eyes of Florence Lascelles, did he 
seem so great ; the chains that bound the strong limbs 
of his spirit seemed snapped asunder, and all his soul 
was visible and towering, as a thing that has escaped 
slavery, and lifts its crest to heaven, and feels that it is 

That evening saw a new bond of alliance betwe^i 
these two persons: younff, handsome, and opposite 
sexes, they agreed to be friends, and nothing more! 
Fools ! 



CHAPTER II. 

'* Idem Telle, et idem nolle, ea demom iBrma amicitia est." 

Sallust. 

*Corla$. That letter. 

Prmceu EboU, Oh, I shall die. Return it instantly.** 

Schiller. — Dm CatUm, 

It seemed as if the compact Maltravers and Lady 
Florence had entered into removed whatever embar- 
rassment and reserve had previously existed. They 
now conversed with an ease and freedom not common in 
persons of different sexes before they have passed their 
grand climacteric. Ernest, in ordinary life, like most 
men of warm emotions and strong imagination, if not 
taciturn, was at least guarded. It was as if a weight 
were taken from his breast, when he found one person 
who could understand him best when he was most can- 
did. His eloquence, his poetry, his intense and con- 
centrated enthusiasm found a voice. He could talk to 
an individual as he would have written to the publi< 
rare happiness to us men of books. - 
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Florence seemed to recover her health and spirits as 
by a miracle ; yet was she more gentle, more sabdued 
than of old ; there was less effort to shine, less indiffer- 
ence whether she shocked. Persons who had not met 
her before wondered why she was dreaded in society. 
But at times a great natural irritability of temper — a 
quick suspicion of the motives of those around her — an 
imperious and obstinate vehemence of will, were visible 
to Maltravers, and served, perhaps, to keep him heart- 
whole. He regarded her through the eyes of the intel- 
lect, not those of the passions ; he thought not of her 
as a woman; her very talents, her very grandeur of 
idea, and power of purpose, while they delighted him 
in conversation, diverted his imagination from dwelling 
on her beauty. He looked on her as something apart 
from her sex ; a glorious creature spoiled by being a wo- 
man. He once told her so, laughingly, and Florence 
considered it a compliment. Poor Florence, her scorn 
of her sex avenged her sex, and robbed her of her prop- 
er destiny ! 

Cleveland silently obsenved their intimacy, and lis- 
tened with a quiet smile to the gossifis who pointed out 
titea-tites- by the terrace and Toiterings by the lawn, 
and predicted what would come of it all. Lord Saxing- 
ham was blind. But his daughter was of age, in pos- 
session of her princely fortune, and had long made nim 
sensible of her independence of temper. His lordship, 
however, thoroughly misunderstood the character of 
her pride, and felt fully convinced she would marry no 
one less than a duke ; as for flirtations, he thought them 
natural and innocent amusements. Besides, he was 
very little at Temple Grove. He went to London every 
morning after breakfasting in his own room ; came back 
to dine, play at whist, and talk good-humoured non- 
sense to Florence in his dressing-room for the three 
minutes that took place between his sipping his wine- 
and-water and the appearance of his valet. As for the 
other guests, it was not their business to do more than 
gossip with each other ; and so Florence and Maltrav- 
ers went on their way unmolested, though not unob- 
served. Maltravers, not being himself in love, never 
fancied that Lady Florence loved him, or that she would 
be in any danger of doing so ; this is a mistake a man 
often commits, a woman never. A woman always 
Jmows when she is loved, though she often imagines 
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she is loved when she is not. Florence was not happy, 
for happiness is a calm feeling. But she was excited 
with a vague, wild, intoxicating emotion. 

She had learned from Maltravers that she had been 
misinformed by Ferrers, and that ho other claimed em- 
pire over his heart ; and whether or not he loved her, 
still for the present they seemed all in all to each other; 
she lived but for the present day, she would not think of 
the morrow. 

Since that severe illness which had tended so much 
to alter Ernest's mode of life, he had not come before 
the public as an author. Latterly, however, the old 
habit had broken out again. With the comparative* 
idleness of recent years — the ideas and feelings which 
crowd so fast on the poetical temperament, once in- 
' dulged, had accumulated within him to an excess that 
demanded vent. For with some, to write is not a vague 
desire, but an imperious destiny. The fire is kindled, 
and must break forth ; the wings are Hedged, and the 
birds must leave their nest. The communication of 
thought to man is implanted as an instinct in those 
breasts to which God has intrusted the solemn agencies 
of genius. In the work which Maltravers now com- 

gosed he consulted Florence : his confidence delighted 
er ; it was a compliment she could appreciate. Wild, 
ft^rvid, impassioned was that work, a brief and holyday 
creation — the youngest and most beloved of the chil- 
dren of his brain. And as day by day the bright design 
grew into ^hape, and thought and imagination found 
themselves ** local habitations,'* Florence felt as if she 
were admitted into the palace of the genii, and made 
acquainted with the mechanism of those spells and 
charms with which the preternatural powers of mind 
design the witchery of the world. Ah, how different in 
depth and majesty were those intercommunications of 
idea between Ernest Maltravers and a woman scarcely 
inferior to himself in capacity and acquirement, from 
that bridge of shadowy and dim sympathies which the 
enthusiastic boy had once built up between his own 
poetry of knowledge and Alice's poetry of love ! 

It was one late afternoon in September, ithen the sun 
was slowly going down its western way, that Lady 
Florence, who had been all that morning in her own 
room— spaying off, as she said, the dull arrears of cor- 
respondence, rather on Lord Saxingham's account than 
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her own; for he punctiliously exacted from her the 
most scrupulous attention to cousins fifty times re- 
moved, provided they were rich, clever, well off, or in 
any way of consequence : it was one afternoon that, 
relieved from these avocations, Lady Florence strolled 
through the grounds with Cleveland. The gentlemen 
were still in the stuhble-fiel^s, the ladies were out in 
barouches and pony phaetons — and Cleveland and Lady 
Florence were alone. 

Apropos of Florence's epistolary employment, their 
conversation fell upon that most charming species of 
literature, which joins with the interest of a novel the 
truth of a history— the French memoir and letter wri- 
ters. It was a part of literature in which Cleveland 
was thoroughly at home. 

** Those agreeable and polished gossips," said he, 
" bow well they contrive to introduce nature into art ! 
Everything artificial seems so natural to them. They 
even feel by a kind of clockwork, which seems to go 
better than the heart itself. Those pretty sentiments, 
those delicate gallantries of Madame de S6vign6 to her 
daughter, how amiable thev are — ^but, somehow or other, 
I can never fancy them the least motherly. What an 
ending for a maternal epistle is that elegant compliment 
— * Songez que de tons les coeurs ou vous regnez, il n'y 
en a aucun ou votre empire soit si bien 6tabli que dans 
le mien.' I can scarcely fancy Lord Saxingham writing 
so to you. Lady Florence." 

" No, indeed," replied Lady Florence, smiling. " Nei- 
ther papas nor mammas in England are much addicted 
to compliment ; but I confess I like preserving a soit 
of gallantry, even in our most familiar connexions — 
why should we not carry the imagination into all the 
affections t" 

" I can scarce answer the why," returned Cleveland ; 
*' but I think it would destroy the reality. I am rather 
of the old school. If I had a daughter, and asked her 
to get my slippers, I am afraid I should think it a little 
wearisome if I had, in receiving them, to make des bel- 
les phrases in return." 

While they were thus talking, and Lady Florence 
continued to press her side of the question, they passed 
through a little grove that conducted to an arm of the 
stream which ornamented the grounds, and, by its quiet 
and shadowy gloom, was meant to give a contrast to 
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the livelier features of the domain. Here they came 
suddenly upon Maltravers. He was walking by the side 
of the brook, and evidently absorbed in thought. 

It was the trembling of Lady Florence's hand as it 
lay on Cleveland's arm that induced him to Mop short 
in an animated commentary on Rochefoucauit's charac- 
ter of Cardinal de Retz, and look round. 

" Ha ! most meditative Jacques," said he^ " and what 
new moral hast thop been conning in our Forest of Ar- 
dennes V* * 

** Oh, I am glad to see you ; I wished to consult you, 
Cleveland. But first, Lady Florence, to convince you 
and-your host that my rambles have not been wholly 
l^.ftuitless, and that I could not walk from Dan to Beer- 
' sh^ba and find all barren, accept my offering**— a wild 
rcis^ that I discovered iki the thickest part of the wood. 
It is not a civilized rose. Now, Cleveland, a word with 
you." 

*^ And now, Mr. Maltravers, I am ^e trop,^'* said Lady 
Florence. 

" Pardon me, I have no secrets from you in this mat- 
ter—or rather these matters — for there are two to be 
discussed. In the first place, Lady Florence, that poor 
Cssarini — ^you know and like him — ^nay, no blushes." 

*^ Did I blush ? Then it was in recollection of an old 
reproach of yours." 

"At its justice! Well, no matter. He is one for 
whom I always felt a lively interest. His very morbid- 
ity of temperament only increases my anxiety for his 
. future fate. I have received a letter from De Mon- 
taigne, his brother-in-law, who seems seriously uneasy 
about Castruccio. He wishes him to leave England at 
once, as the sole means of restoring his broken fortunes. 
De Montaigne has the opportunity of procuring him a 
diplomatic situation which may not again occur — and 
-^but you know the man ! What shall we do ? I am 
sure he will not listen to me ; he looks on me as an in- 
terested rival for fame." 

" Do you think I have any subtler eloquence ?" said 
Cleveland. " No, I am an author too. Come, I think 
your ladyship must be the arch-negotiator." 

'^ He has genius, he has merit," said Maltravers, 
pleadingly ; " he wants nothing but time and e3q>erienca 
to wean him from his foibles. Will you try to save 
him, Lady Florence ?" 
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" Why ! nay, 1 must not be obdurate — ^I will see him 
when I go to town. It is like you, Mr* Maltravers, to 
feel this interest in one — " 

" Who does not love me, you would say ; but he will 
some dqi^r other. Besides, I owe him deep gratitude. 
In his wieaker qualities I have seen many which all lit- 
erary men might incur without strict watch over them- 
selves ;. and, let me add, also, that |us family have great 
claims on m<^*'' 

*^ You believe in the soundness of his heart, and in 
the integrity of his honour 1" said Cleveland, inquiringly. 
' ** Indeed, I do ; these are — these must be the redeem 
ing qualities of poets." 

Maltravers spoke warmly; and such, at that time: 
was his influence over Florence, that his words formed 
— alas, too fatally — ^her estimate of Castruccio^s char 
acter, which had at first been high, but which his own 
presumption had latterly shaken. She had seen him 
three or four times in the interval between the receipt 
of his apologetic letter and her visit to Cleveland, and 
he had seemed to her rather sullen than humbled. But 
she felt for the vanity she herself had wounded. 

** And now," continued Maltravers, " for my second 
subject of consultation. But that is political — will it 
weary Lady Florence V* 

*^ Oh, no, to politics I am never indifferent ; they al- 
ways inspire me with contempt or admiration — accord- 
ijag to the motives of those who bring the science into 
action. .Pray, say on." 

" Well," said Cleveland, " one confidant at a time ; 
you will forgive me, for I see my guests coming across 
the lawn, and I may as well make a diversion in your 
favour. Ernest can consult me at any time." 

Cleveland walked away, but the intimacy between 
Maltravers and Florence was of so frank a nature, that 
there was nothing embarrassing in the thought of a 
tete-a-tete, 

"Lady Florence," said Ernest, "there is no one in 
the world with whom I can conduit so cheerfully as 
with you. I am almost glad of Cleveland's absence ; 
for, with all his amiaMe and fine qualities, * the world 
is too much with him,' and we do not argue from the 
same data. Pardon my prelude — now to my position. 
I have received a letter from Mr. . That states- 
man, whom none but those acquainted with the ohival- 
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rouB beauty of his nature can undentand or appn-eciate, 
sees before him the most brilliant career that erer 
opened in this country to a public man not bom an aris- 
tocrat. He has asked me to form one of the new ad- 
ministration that he is about to create : the place of- 
fered to me is above my merits, nor suited to what I 
have yet done ; though, perhaps, it be suited to what I 
may yet do. I make ths^ qualification, for you know," 
added Ernest, with a proud smile, '' that I am sanguine 
and self-confident.^' 

** You accept the proposal." 

" Nay — should I not reject it t Our politics are the 
same only for the moment, our ultimate objects are 

widely different. To serve with Mr. I must 

make an unequal compromise — abandon nine opinions 
to promote one. Is not this a capitulation of that great 
citadel, one's own conscience ? No man will call me 
inconsistent, for, in public life, to agree with another 
on a party question is all that is required ; the thousand 
(juestions not yet ripened, and lying dark and concealed 
in the future, are not inquired into and divined : but I 
own I shall deem myself worse than inconsistent. For 
this is my dilemma — ^if I use this noble spirit merely to 
advance one object, and then desert him where he halts, 
I am treacherous to him ; if I halt with him, but one of 
my objects effected, I am treacherous to myself. Such 
are my views. It is with pain I arrive at them, for, at 
first, my heart beat with a selfish ambition." 

" You are right, you are right," exclaimed Florence, 
with glowing cheeks; "how could I doubt youl I 
comprehend the sacrifice you make ; for a proud thing 
it is to soar above the predictions of foes in that palpa 
ble road to honour which the world's hard eyes can see 
and the world's cold heart can measure ; but prouder is 
it to fsel that you have never advanced one step to the 
goal which remembrance would retract. No, my friend, 
wait your time, confident that it must come, when con- 
science and ambition can go hand in hand — when the 
broad objects of a luminous and enlarged policy lie be- 
fore you like a chart, and you can calculate every step 
of the way without peril of being lost. Ah, let them 
still call loftiness of purpose and whiteness of soul the 
dreams of a theorist ; even if they be so, the ideal in 
this case is better than the practical. Meanwhile your 
position is not one to forfeit lightly. Before you is that 
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throne in literature which it requires no doubtful step 
to win, if you have, as I believe, the mental power to 
attain it ; an ambition that may indeed be relinquished 
if a more troubled career can better achieve those pub- 
lic purposes at which both letters and policy should aim, 
but which is not to be surrendered for the rewards of a 
placeman or the advancement of a courtier." 

It was while uttering th^se noble and inspiring senti- 
ments that Florence Lascelles suddenly acquired in Er- 
nest's eyes a loveliness with which they hstd not before 
invested her. 

" Oh," he said, as with a sudden impulse be lifted her 
hand to his lips, *' blessed be the hour in which yon 
gave me your friendship. These are the thoughts 1 
have longed to hear from living lips, when I have been 
tempted to believe patriotism a name and virtue but a 
dream." 

Lady Florence heard, and her whole form seemed 
changed ; sheovas no longer the majestic sibyl, but the 
attached, timorous, but delighted woman. 

It so happened that, in her confusion, she dropped 
irom her hand the flower Maltravers had given her, and, 
involuntarily glad of a pretext to conceal her counte- 
nance, she stooped to take it from the ground. In so 
doing a letter fell from her bosom, and Maltravers, as 
he bent forward to forestall her own movement, saw 
that the direction was to himself, and in the handwri- 
ting of his unknown correspondent. He seized the let- 
ter, and gazed in flattered and entranced astonishment, 
first on the writing, next on the detected writer. Flor- 
ence grew deadly pale, and, covering her face with her 
hands, burst into tears. 

" Oh, fool that I was," cried Ernest, in the passion of 
the moment, ** not to know-^-not to have felt that there 
were not two Florences in the world ! But, if the thought 
had crossed me, I would not have dared to harbour it." 

" Go, go," sobbed Florence ; " leave me, in mercy 
leave me." 

*' Not till you bid me rise," said Ernest, in emotion 
scarcely less deep th4l hers, as he sank on his knee at 
her feet. 

Need I go on ? When they left that spot a soft con- 
fession had been made, deep vows interchanged, and 
Ernest Maltravers was the accepted suiter of Florence 
LasceUes. 
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CHAPTER III. 

" A huodred Others woald, in my tifcuation, tell yon that, as yoa 
are of noble extraction, you should marry a nobleman. But I do not 
•ay so. I will not sacrifice my child to any prejudice.'' — ^Kotzkbuk. 
— Xiot>er»* FotM. 

'* Take heed, my lord ; the welfare of us all 
Hangs on the cutting short that fraudful man." 

Shakspeabb. — "Henry VL 

'* Oh, how this spring of lore rasembleth 
Th* uncertain glory of an Aphl day; 
Which now shows all the beauty of the sun, 
And by-and-by a cloud takes all away !*' 

Shakspiabe. — The Two OetUUmen of Venma. 

When Maltravers was once more in his^Mitary apart- 
ment, he felt as in a dream. He had obeyed an impulse, 
irresistible perhaps, but one with which the canseience 
' of his heart was not satisfied. A voice whispered to 
him, " Thou hast deceived her and, thy self— thou dost 
not love her !^' In vain he recalled her beauty, her 
grace, her genius, her singular and enthusiastic pas- 
sion for himself— -the voice still replied, *' Thou dost 
not love. Bid farewell for ever to thy fond dreamt of a 
life more blessed than that of mortals. From the 
stormy sea of the future are blotted out eternally for 
thee — Calypso and her Golden Isle. Thou canst no 
more paint on the dim canvass of thy desires the form 
; of her with whom thou couldst dwell for ever. Thou 

f hast been unfaithful to thine own ideal ; thou hast given 

^ thyself for ever and for ever to another ; thou hast re- 

nounced hope ; thou must live as in a prison, with a 
being with whom thou hast not the harmony of love" 

'* No matter," said Maltravers, almost alarmed, and 
starting from these thoughts, '* I am betrothed to one 
who loves me ; it is folly and dishonour to repent and 
to repine. I have gone through Ine best years of youth 
without finding the Egeria with whom the cavern would 
be sweeter than a throne. Why live to the grave a vain 
and visionary Nympholepti Out of the real world 
eould I have made a nobler cuoice." 
While Maltravers thus communed with himself Lady 
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Florence passed into her father's dressing-room, and 
there awaited his return from London. She knew his 
worldly views — ^she knew also the pride of her affianced, 
and she felt that she alone could mediate between the 
two. 

Lord Saxingham at last returned ; busy, bustling, im- 
portant, and good-humoured as usual. " WeU, Flory, 
well 1 Glad to see you — quite blooming, 1 declare — 
never saw you with such a coloui^-— monstrous Uke me, 
certainly. We always had line compleadons and fine 
eyes in our family. But Fm rather late — first bell rung 
— ^we ci-devarU jeunes hammes are rather long dressing, 
and you are not dressed yet, I see." 

" My dearest father, I wish to speak with you on a 
matter of much importance." ^ 

" Do you ! What, immediately ?" 

" Yes." 

" Well— JH^at is itt Your Slingsby property, 1 sup- 
pose." ^ 

** No, my defar father — ^pray sit down and hear me 
patidhtly." 

Lord Satingham began to be both alarmed and cu- 
rious ; he seated himself in silence, and looked anx- 
iously in the face of his daughter. 

" You have always been very indulgent to me," com- 
menced Florence, with a half smile, *' and 1 have had 
my own way more than most young ladies. Believe 
me, my dear father, I am most grateful, not only for 
your affection, but your esteem. I have been a strange 
wild girl, but 1 am now about to reform ; and, as the first 
step, I ask your consent to give myself a preceptor and 
a guide — " 

*' A what!" cried Lord Saxingham. 

" In other words, I am about to— to— -well, the truth 
must out — to marry." 

" Has the Duke of •••• been here to-day ?" 

" Not that I know of. But it is no duke to whom I 
have promised my hand ; it is a nobler and a rarer dig- 
nity that has caught my ambition. Mr. Maltravers 
has—" ^ 

"Mr. Maltravers !— Mr. Devil!— the girl's mad! — 
don't talk to me, child, I won't consent to any such non- 
sense. A country gentlenian — ^very respectable, very 
clever, and all that, but— it's no use talking— my mind's 
made up. With your fortune, too !" 



120 THE IIARKIAOB AORBSP TO. 

^ My dear father, I win not marry without your con- 
setit, though my fortune is settled on me, and I am of 
age." 

** There's a good child«-^and now let me dress-^we 
shall be late." 

. " No, not yet," said Lady- Florence, throwing her arm 

caressingly round her father's neck — *\ I shall marry Mr. 

Maltravers, but it will be with your full approval. Just 

consider ; if I married the Duke of *••*, he would ex- 

' pect all my fortune, such as it is. Ten thousand a year 

18 at my disposal ; if I marry Mr. Maltravers, it will be 

. settled on you— I always meant it — ^it is a poor return 

for your kindness, your indulgence ; but it will show 

that your own Flory is not ungrateful." 

" I won't hear." 

" Stop— listen to reason. You are not rich ; you are 
entitled but to a small pension if you ever resign of- 
fice ; and your official salary, I have often heard you 
say, does not prevent you from being emMfrassed. To 
whom should a daughter give from her superfluities 
but to a parent 1 from whom should a parent receive 
but from a child, who can never repay his; love ? Ah, 
this is nothing; but you — ^you, who have never crossed 
her lightest whim — do not you destroy all the hopes of 
happiness your Florence can ever form." 

Florence wept, and Lord Saxingham, who was great- 
ly moved, let fall a few tears also. Perhaps it is too 
much to say that the pecuniary part of the proffered ar- 
rangement entirely won him over ; but, still, the way it 
was introduced softened his heart. He possibly thought 
that it was better to have a good and grateful daughter 
in a country gentleman's wife, than a sullen and thank- 
^S less one in a duchess. However that may be, certain 

p it is, that before Lord Saxingham began his toilet, he 

^ promised to make no obstacle to the marriage, and all 

he asked in return was, that at least three months {but 
that, indeed, the lawyers would require) should elapse 
before it took place ; and on this understanding Flor- 
ence left him, radiant and joyoiia as Flora herseCf when 
the sun of spring makes the vtffrld a garden. Never 
had she thought so little of her beauty, and never had 
it seemed so glorious as that happy evening. But Mal- 
travers was pale and thoughtful, and Florence in vain 
sought his eyes during the dinner, which seemed to her 
insufferably long. Afterward, however, they met, and 
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convened apart the rest of the evening ; and the beauty 
of Florence began to produce upon Ernest's heart its 
natural effect; and that evening — ^ah, how Florence 
treasured the remembrance of every hour, every min- 
ute of its annals ! 

It -would have been amusing to see the short conver- 
sation between Lord Saxingham and Maltravers when 
the latter sought the earl at night in his lordship's room. 
To Lord Saxingham's surprise, not a word did Maltrav- 
ers utter of his own subordinate pretensions to Lady 
Florence's hand. Coldly, dryly, and almost haughtily 
did he make the formal proposals, " as if" (as Lord Sax* 
ingham afterward said to Ferrers) **the man were doing 
me the highest possible honour in taking my daughter, 
the beauty of London, with fifty thousand a year, off 
my hands." But this was quite Maltravers ! If he had 
been proposing to the daughter of a country curate, 
without a sixpence, he would have been the hum- 
blest of the humble. The earl was embarrassed and 
discomposed; he was almost awed by the Siddons- 
like countenance and Coriolanus-like air of his future 
son-in-law ; he even hinted nothing of the compromise 
as to time which he had made with his daughter. He 
thought it better to leave it to Lady Florence to ar- 
range that matter. They shook hands frigidly, and 
parted. Maltravers went next into Cleveland's room, 
and communicated all to the delighted old man, whose 
congratulations were so fervid that Maltravers felt it 
would be a sin not to fancy himself the happiest man in 
the world. That night he wrote his refusal of the ap- 
pointment offered him. * .: 

The next day Lord Saxingham went to his ofiice in I 

Downing-street as usual, and Lady Florence and Ernest I 

found an opportunity to ramble through the grounds ^ 

alone. 

There it was that occurred those confessions, sweet 
alike to utter and to hear. Then did Florence speaJc 
of her early years — of her self-formed and solitary mind 
— of her youthful dream? and reveries. Nothing around 
her to excite interest or admiration, or the more roman- 
tic, the higher, or the softer qualities of her nature, she 
turned to contemplation and to books. It is the com- 
bination of the faculties with the affections, exiled from 
action, and finding^ no worldly vent, which produces 
poetry, the chUd of passion and of thought. Hence, 

Vol. II.— L 
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before the real cares of existence claim them, the young, 
who are abler yet lonelier than* their fellows, are near- 
ly always poets : and Florence was a poetess. In 
minds lUce this, the first book that seems to imbody 
and represent their own most cherished and beloved 
trains of sentiment and ideas, ever creates a reveren- 
tial and deep enthusiasm. The lonely, and proud, and 
melancholy soul of Maltravers, which made itself visi« 
ble in all his creations, became to Florence like a re- 
yealer of the secrets of her own nature. She conceived 
* an intense and mysterious interest in the man whose 
mind exercised so pervading a power over her own. 
She made herself acquainted with his pursuits, his ca- 
reer ; she fancied she found a symmetrjr and harmony 
between the actual being and the breathing genius ; she 
imagined she understood what seemed dark and ob- 
scure to others. He whom she had never seen, grew 
to her a never-absent friend. His ambition, his repu- 
tation, were to her like a possession of her own. So 
at length, in the folly of her young romance, she wrote 
to him, and, dreaming of no discovery, anticipating no 
re&rult, the habit once indulged became to her that 
luxury which writing for the eve of the world is to an 
author oppressed with the burden of his own thoughts. 
At length she saw him, and he did not destroy her illu- 
sion. She might have recovered from the spell if she 
had found him ready at once to worship at her shrine'. 
The mixture of reserve and frankness — frankness of 
language, reserve of ^manner — ^which belonged to Mal- 
travers, piqued her. Her vanity became the auxiliary 
k to her imagination. At length they met at Cleveland's 

^ ' . , house ; their intercourse became more unrestrained ; 

'v 7 ' their friendship was estabhshed, and she discovered 

that she had wilfully implicated her happiness in in- 
dulging her dreams; yet even then she beheved that 
Maltravers loved her, despite his silence upon the sub- 
ject of love. His manner, his words bespoke his in- 
terest in her, and his voice was ever soft when he spoke 
to women, for he had much of the old chivalric re- 
spect and tenderness for the sex. What was general 
it was natural that she should apply individually ^ she 
who had walked the world but to fascinate and to con- 
quer. It was probable that her great wealth and social 
position imposed a check on the delicate pride of Mal- 
travers — she hoped so— she believed it— yet she felt 
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her danger, and her own pride at last took alarm. In 
such a moment she had resumed the character of the un- 
known correspondent — she had written to Maltravers — 
addressed her letter to his own house, and meant the 
next day to have gone to London^ and had it sent, know- 
ing that thence it would soon reach him. In this letter 
she had spoken of his visit to Cleveland, of his position 
with herself. She exhorted him, if he loved her, to 
confess, and, if not, to fly. She had written ' artfully 
and eloquently ; she was desirous of expediting her own 
fate ; and then, with that letter in her bosom, she had 
met Maltravers, and the reader has learned the rest. 
Something of all this the blushing and happy Florence 
now revealed ; and when she ended with uttering the 
woman's soft fear that she had been too bold, is it 
wonderful that Maltravers, clasping her to his bosom, 
felt the gratitude and the delighted vanity which seemed 
even to himself like love ? And into ]ove those feelings 
rapidly and dehciously will merge, if fate and accident 
permit ! 

And now they were by the side of the water, and the 
sun was gently setting as on the eve before. It was 
about the same hour, the fairest of an autumn day ; 
npne were near ; tiie slope of the hill hid the house 
from their view. Had they been in the desert they 
could not have been more alone. It was not silence 
that breathed around them as they sat on that bench, 
with the broad beech spreading over them its trembling 
canopy of leaves ; but those murmurs of living nature 
which are sweeter than silence itself — the sonss of birds 
— the tinkling bell of the sheep on the opposite bank— the 
wind sighing through the trees, and the gentle heaving 
of the glittering waves that washed the odorous reed and 
water-lily at their feet. They had both been. for some 
moments silent, and Florence now broke the pause, but 
in tones more low than usual. 

" Ah !*' said she, turning towards him, " these hours 
are happier than we can find in that crowded world 
whither your destiny must call us. For me, ambition 
seems for ever at an end. I have found all ; I am no 
longer haunted with the desire of gaining a vague some- 
thing — ^a shadowy empire, that we call fame or power. 
The sole thought that disturbs the calm current of my 
soul is the fear to lose a particle of the rich possession 
I have gained " 
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May your fean ever be as idle." 

'* And you really love me. I repeat to myself erer 
and erer that one phrase. I could once have borne to 
lose yon, now it would be my death. I despaired of 
ever being loved for myself; my wealth was a fatal 
dower ; 1 suspected avarice in every vow, and saw the 
base world lurk at the bottom of every heart that of- 
fered itself at my shrine. But you, Ernest — ^you, I feel, 
never could weigh gold in the balance ; and you, if you 
love, love me for myself." 

" And I shall love thee more with every hour." 

" I know not that : I dread that you will love me less 
when you know me more. I fear I shall seem to you 
exacting — I am jealous already. I was jealous even of 

Lady T , when I saw you by her side this morning. 

I would have your every look, monopolize your every 
word." 

This confession did not please Maltravers as it might 
have done if he had been more deeply in love. Jeal- 
ousy in a woman of so vehement and imperious a na- 
ture was indeed a passion to be dreaded. 

" Do not say so, dear Florence," said he, with a very 
grave smile ; *' for love should have implicit confidence 
as its bond and nature ; and jealousy is doubt, and doubt 
is the death of love." 

A shade passed over Florence's too expressive face, 
and she sighed heavUy. 

It was at this time that Maltravers, raising his eyes, 
saw the form of Lumley Ferrers approaching towards 
them from the opposite end of the terrace ; at the same 
instant a dark cloud crept over the sky, the waters 
seemed overcast, and the breeze fell ; a dull and strange 

Sresentiment of evil shot across Ernest's heart, and, 
ke many imaginative persons, he was unconsciously 
superstitious as to presentiments. 

"We are no longer alone," said he, rising; "your 
cousin has doubtless learned our engagement, and comes 
U> congratulate your suiter." 

" Tell me," he continued, musingly, as they walked 
on to meet Ferrers, " are you very partial to Lumley % 
What think you of his character ! It is one that per- 
plexes me ; sometimes I think that it has changed since 
we parted in Italy ; sometimes I think that it has not 
changed, but ripened." 

" Lundey I have known from a child," replied Flor- 
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ence, " and see much to admire and like in him ; I ad- 
mire his boldness and candonr ; his scorn of the world's 
littleness and falsehood; I like his good nature, his 
gayety, and fancy his heart better than it may seem to 
the superficial observer." 

" Yet he appears to me selfish and unprincipled.*' 

" It is from a fine contempt for the vices and follies 
of men that he has contracted the habit of consulting 
his own resolute will ; and, believing everything done 
in this noisy stage of action a cheat, he has accommo- 
dated his ambition to the fashion. Though without 
what is termed genius, he will obtain a distinction and 
power that few men of genius arrive at." 

" Because genius is essentially honest," said Maltrav- 
ers. *'' However, you teach me to look on him more 
indulgently. I suspect the real frankness of men whom 
1 know to be hypocrites in pubhc life, but perhaps I 
judge by too harsh a standard." 

"Third persons," said Ferrers, as he now joined 
them, ** are seldom unwelcome in the country ; and I 
flatter myself that I am the exact thing wanting to com- 
plete the charm of this beautiful landscape." 

" You are ever modest, my cousin." 

"It is my weak side, I know; but I shall improve 
with years and wisdom. Ce cker Mattrwers^ et com- 
tnisnt se va f" and Ferrers passed his arm affectionately 
through Ernest's. 

'* By-the-by, I am too familiar ; I am sunk in the 
world. I am a thing to be sneered at by you old family 
people. I am next heir to a bran new Brummagem 
peerage. Gad, I feel brassy already." 

" What, is Mr. Templeton— " 

" Mr. Templeton no more ; he is dejfunct, extinguished 
—out of the ashes rises the phoenix Lord Vargrave. 
We had thought of a more sounding title ; De Courval 
has a nobler sound ; but my good uncle has nothing of 
the Norman about him, so we dropped the De as ridic* 
ulcus; Vargrave is euphonious and appropriate. My 
uncle has a manor of that name— Baron Vargrave oi 
Vargrave." 

" Ah ! I congratulate you." 

* Thank you. Lady Vargrave may destroy all my 
hopes yet. But, nothing venture, nothing have. * My 
uncle will be gazetted to-day. Poor man, he will be 
delighted ; and, as he certain^ owes it much to me, he 

LS 
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will, I suppose, be very grateftil, or hate me ever after* 
ward — ^that is a toss up. A benefit conferred is a com- 
plete hazard between the thumb of pride and the fore- 
finger of affection. Heads ffratitude, tails hatred. 
There, that's a simile in the fashion of the old writers ; 
'Well of English undefiled!' humph !" 

" So that beautiful child is Mrs. Templeton's, or rather 
Lady Vargrave's daughter, by a former marriage V* said 
Maltravers, abstractedly. 

'^ Yes, it is sstonishing how fond he is of her. Pretty 
little creature — confoundedly artful, though. By-the- 
way, Maltravers, we had an unexpectedly stormy night 
the last of the session — strong division — ministers hard 
pressed. ^ I made quite a good speech for them. I sup- 
pose, however, there will be some change-— the moder- 
ates wiU be taken in. Perhaps, by next session, I may 
congratulate you." 

Ferrers looked hard at Maltravers while he spoke; 
but Ernest replied coldly and evasively, and they were 
now joined by a party of idlers, lounging along the lawn 
in expectation of the first dinner-beU. Cleveland was 
in high consultation abcmt the proper spot for a new 
fountain; and he summoned Maltravers to give his 
opinion whether it should spring from the centre of a 
flower-bed or beneath the drooping shade of a large 
willow. While this interesting discussion was going 
on, Ferrers drew aside his cousin, and, pressing her hand 
affectionately, said, in a soft and tender voice, 

" My dear Florence — ^for in such a time permit me to 
be familiar-rl understand from Lord Saxingham, whom 
I met in London, that you are engaged to Maltravers. 
Busy as I was, I could not rest without coming hither 
to offer my best and most earnest wishes for your hap- 
piness. I may seem a careless, I am considered a sel- 
fish person ; but my heart is warm to those who really 
interest it. And never did brother offer up for the wel- 
fare of a beloved sister prayers more anxious and fond 
than those that poor Lumley Ferrers breathes for Flor- 
ence Lascelles.'' 

Florence was startled and melted ; the whole tone 
and manner of Lumley were so different from those he 
usually assumed. She warmly returned the pressure 
of his hand, and thanked him briefly, but with emotion. 

" No one is great and good enough for you, Florence,'' 
continued Ferrrers, " no one. But I admire your disin* 
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lerested and generous choice. Maltraven and I have 
not been friends lately ; but I respect him, as all must. 
He has noble qualities, and he has great ambition. In 
addition to the deep and ardent love that you cannot 
fail to inspire, he will owe you eternal gratitude. In 
this aristocratic country, your hand secures to him the 
most brilliant fortunes, the most proud career. His tal- 
ents will now be measured by a very different standard. 
His merits will not pass through any subordinate grades, 
but leap at once into the highest posts ; and, as he is 
even more proud than ambitious, how he must bless 
one who raises him at once into positions of eminent 
command !^ 

'* Oh, he does not think of such worldly advantages — 
he, the too pure, the too refined !'' said Florence, with 
trembling eagerness. *'He has no avarice, nothing 
mercenary in his nature !" 

" No ; there you indeed do him justice ; there is not 
a particle of baseness in his mind ; I did not say there 
was. The very greatness of his aspirations, his indig- 
nant and scornful pride, lift him above the thought of 
your wealth, your rank, except as means to an end." 

"You mistake stiU," said Florence, faintly smiling, 
but turning pale. 

" No," resumed Ferrers, not appearing to hear her, 
and as if pursuing his own thoughts, '* I always pre- 
dicted that M aitravers would make a distinguished con- 
nexion in marriage. He would not permit himself to 
love the lowborn or the poor. His affections are in his 
pride as much as in his heart. He is a great creature 
— ^you have judged wisely — and may God bless you !" 

With these words Ferrers left her, ai&d Florence, 
when she descended to dinner, wore a moody and 
clouded brow. Ferrers stayed three days at the house. 
He was peculiarly cordial to Maltravers, and spoke lit- 
tle to Florence. But that little never failed to leave 
upon her mind a jealous and anxious irritability, to 
which she yielded with morbid facility. In order per* 
fectly to understand Florence Lascelles, it must be re- 
membered, that with all her dazzling quaUties, she was 
not what is called a loveable person. A certain hard- 
ness in her disposition, even as a child, had prevented 
her winding into the hearts of those around her. De- 
prived of her ' mother's care— -having little or no itt- 
leicoorse with children of her own a^ — brought up 
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with a starched governess, or female relations, poor and 
proud, she never had contracted the softness of man« 
ner which the reciprocation of household affections 
usually produces. With a haughty consciousness of 
her powers, her birth, her position, advantages always 
dinned into her ear, she grew up solitary, unsocial, and 
imperious. Her father was rather proud than fond of 
her ; her servants did not love her ; she had too little 
consideration for others, too little blandness and suav- 
ity, to be loved by inferiors ; she was too learned and 
too stern to find pleasure in the conversation and soci* 
ety of young ladies of her own age : she had no friends. 
Now, having really strong affections, she felt all this, 
but rather with resentment than grief; she longed to be 
loved, but did not seek to be so ; she felt as if it was 
her fate not to be loved ; she blamed fate, not herself. 

When, with all the proud, pure, and generous candour 
of her nature, she avowed to Ernest her love for him, 
she naturally expected the most ardent and passionate 
return ; nothing less could content her. But the habit 
and experience of all the past made her eternally sus- 
picious that she was not loved ; it was wormwood and 
poison to her to fancy that Maltravers had ever consid- 
ered her advantages of fortune, except as a bar to his 
pretensions and a check on his passion. It was the 
same thing to her whether it was the pettiest avarice 
or the loftiest aspirations that actuated her lover, if he 
had been actuated in his heart by any sentiment hut 
love ; and Ferrers, to whose eye her foibles were fa- 
miliar, knew well how to make his praises of Ernest 
arouse against Ernest all her exacting jealousies and 
irritable doubts. 

^ It is strange," said he, one evening, as he was con- 
versing with Florence, " how complete and triumphant 
a conquest you have effected over Ernest. Will you 
believe it, he took a prejudice against you when he first 
saw you ; he even said that you were made to be ad- 
mired, not to be loved." 

** Ha ! did he so ! True, true — ^he has almost said the 
same thing to me." 

" But, now, how he must love you ! Surely he has all 
the signs." 

" And what are the signs, most learned Lumley t" 
aaid Florence, forcing a smile. 

'* Why, in the first place, you will doubtless observe 
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Ukai he never takes his eyes from you— ^with whomso- 
ever he converses, whatever his occupatiofi^ those eyes, 
restless and pining, wander around for one ghmce from 
you." 

Florence sighed and looked up ; at the other end of 
the room her lover was conversing with Cleveland, and 
his eyes never wandered in search of her. 

Ferirers did not seem to notice this practical contra- 
diction of his theory, but went on. 

" Then, surely, his whole character is changed ; that 
brow has lost its calm majesty, that deep voice its as- 
sured and tranquil tone. Has he not become humble, 
and embarrassed, and fretful, living only on your smile, 
reproachful if you look upon another — sorrowful if your 
lip be less smiling — a thing of doubt, and dread, and 
trembling agitation— slave to a shadow-*-no longer lord 
of the creation t Such is love^Hsuch is the love you in- 
spire — such is the love Maltxavers is capable of, for I 
have seen him testify it to another. But," added Lum- 
ley, quickly, and as if afraid^ he had said too much, 
'' Loixl Saxingham is looking out for me to make up 
his whist-tab&. I go to-morrowr— when shall you be in 
townt" • 

" In the course of the week," said poor Florence, 
mechanically ; uid Lumley walked away. 

In another minute Maltravers, who had been more 
observant than he seemed, joined her where she sat. 

*' Dear Florence," said he, tenderly, '* you look pale ; 
I fear you are not so well this evening." 

'* No affectation of an interest you do not feel, pray," 
■aid Florence, with a scornful lip but swimmipg eyes. 

" Do not feel, Florence !" 

" It is the first time, at least, that you have observed 
whether I am well or ill. But it is no matter." 

"My dear Florence, why this tone; how have I 
offended you 1 Has Lumley said — ^" 

^* Nothing but in your praise. Oh, be not afraid, you 
are one of those of whom all speak highly. But do 
not let me, detain you here; let us join our host— you 
have left him alone." " 

Lady Florence waited for no reply, nor did Maltravers 
attempt to detain her. Ho looked pained, and when 
she turned round to catch a glance that she hoped 
would be reproachful, he was gone. Lady Florence 
became nervous and uneasy, talked she knew not whatt* 
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and laughed hysterically. She, however, deceived 
Cleveland into the notion that ahe was in the beat poa- 
aible spirits. 

By-and-by she rose and passed through the suite of 
rooms : her heart was with Maltravers, still he was not 
visible. At length she entered the conservatory, and 
there she observed him, through the open casements^ 
walking slowly, and with folded arms, upon the moon- 
lighted lawn. There was a short struggle in her breast 
between woman's pride and woman's love; the last 
conquered, and she joined him. 

" i^orgive me, Ernest," she said, extending her hand, 
** I was to blame." 

Ernest kissed the fair hand, and answered, touch* 
ingly, 

"Florence, you have the power to wound me, be for- 
bearing in its exercise. Heaven knows that I would 
not, from the vain desire of showing command over 
you, inflict upon you a single pang. Ah ! do not fancy 
that in lovers' quarrels there is any sweetness thiU 
compensates the sting." 

'* 1 told you I was too exacting, Ernest. I told yoa 
you would not love me so well when you knew me 
better." 

" And were a false prophetess. Florence, every day, 
every hour I love you more — better than I once thought 
I could." 

" Then," cried this wayward girl, anxious to pain her- 
self, '' then once you did not love me." 

"Florence, I will be candid — I did not. You are 
now rapidly obtaining an empire over me greater than 
my reason should allow. But, beware : if my love be 
really a possession you desire, beware how you arm 
my reason against you. Florence, I am a proud man. 
My very consciousness of the more splendid alliances 
you could form renders me less humble a lover than 
you might find in others. I were not worthy of you if 
I were not tenacious of my self-respect." 

" Ah," said Florence, to whose heart these words 
went home, " forgive me but this once. I shall not for- 
give myself so soon." 

And Ernest drew her to his heart, and felt that, with 
all her faults, a woman whom he feared he could not 
render as happy as her sacrifices to him deserved was 
becoming very dear to him. In his heart he knew that 
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she was not formed to render him happy ; but that was 
not his thought, his fear. Her love had rooted out all 
thought of self from that generous breast. His only 
anxiety was to requite her. 

They walked along the sward, silent, thoughtful ; and 
Florence melancholy, yet blessed. 

** That serene heaven, those lovely stars," said Mai- 
travers at last, '* do they not preach to us the philosophy 
of peace ? Do they not tell us how much of calm be- 
longs to the dignity of man, and the sublime essence 
of the soul ? Petty distractions and self- wrought cares 
are not congenial to our real nature ; their very dis- 
turbance is a proof that they are at war with our na- 
tures. Ah, sweet Florence, let us learn from yon skies, 
over which, the old Greek poetry believed, brooded 
the wings of primeval and serenest love, what earthly 
love should 1^ ; a thing pure as Ught and peaceful as 
immortality, watching over the stormy world that it 
shall survive, and high above the clouds and vapours 
that roll below. Let little minds introduce into the 
holiest of affections all the bitterness and tumuU of 
common life ! Let us love as beings who will one day 
be inhabitants of the stars !" 



CHAPTER IV. 

** A slippery and subtle knaTe ; a finder <mt of occasions ; that has 
an eye can stamp and counterfeit advantages.**— OMeUo. 

" Knavery*s plain face is never seen till used.** 

Ibid, 

" You see, my dear Lumley," said Lord Saxingham, 
as the next day the two kinsmen were on their way to 
London in the earFs chariot, ''you see, that, at the best, 
this marriage of Flory's is a cursed bore." 

'' Why, indeed, it has its advantages. Maltravers is a 
gentleman and a man of genius; but gentlemen are 
plentifulf and his genius only teUs against us, since he 
IS not even of our pohtics." 

'' Exactly; my own son-in-law votinff against me !" 

" A practical, reasonable man woiwi change : not so 
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Maltravers; and all the estates, and all the parliament* 
ary influence, and all the wealth that ought to go with 
the family and with the party, go out of the fanuly and 
against the party. You are quite right, my dear lord 
—it is a cursed bore.^' 

" And she might have had the Duke of ****, a man 
with the rental of 100,000/. a year; it is too ridiculous ; 
this Maltravers, d— d disagreeable fellow, too, eh V 

" Stiff and stately — ^mnch dianged for the worse of 
late years — grown conceited and set up." 

'* Do you know, Lumley^ I would rather, of the two, 
have had you for my son-in-law." 

Lumley half started. '* Are you serious, my lord ? I 
have not Ernest's fortune ; I cannot make such settle-^ 
ments ; my lineage, too, at least on my mother's side, 
is less ancient." 

'* Oh, as to settlements, Flory's fortune ought to be 
settled on herself; as for family, connexions tell more 
nowadays than Norman descent ; and for the rest, you 
are likely to be old Templeton's heir, to have a peerage 
(a laige sum of ready money is always useful), are rising 
m the house ; one of our set ; will soon be in office ; and» 
flattery apart, a devilish good fellow into the bargaiu. 
Oh, I would sooner a thousand times that Flory had 
taken a fancy to you !" 

Lumley Ferrers bowed his head, but said nothing. He 
fell into a revery, and Lord Saxingham took up his of 
ficial red box, became deep in its contents, and forgot 
aU about the marriage of his daughter. 

Lumley pulled the check-string as the carriage en- 
tered PaU Mall, and desired to be set down at the 
" Travellers'." While Lord Saxingham was borne on 
to settle the affbirs of the nation, not being able to set- 
tle those of his own household, Ferrers was inquiring 
the address of Castruccio Caesarini. The porter was 
unable to ffive it him. The signor generally called 
every day for his notes, but no one at the club knew 
where he lodged. Ferrers wrote, and left with the por- 
ter a line requesting OaBsanni to call on him as soon as 
possible, 2nd bent his way to his house in Great George- 
street. He went straight into his library, unlocked his 
escritoire, and took out that letter which, the reader 
will remember, Maltravers had written to Cassaiini, aiHl 
which Lumley had secured ; carefully did he twice read 
<ov6r this eflAisioA, and the second time bis face bright- 



Mtd «id'lHS'e)«s 8p9i)d6d. It is now tune to lay this, 
letter before the xeader ; it rah thus t«**» 

*' Private and' em^dentiai, ^ 

*' My DXAs Ciisutin, 
"The assurance of your iHendly feelings is most 
welcome to me. In much of what you say of marriafOy 
I Jim inclined, though with reluctance^ to agi;ee« As to 
Lady Florence herself, few persons are more calculated 
to dazzle, perhaps to fascinate. But is she a person 
to make a nome happy — to sympathize where she has 
been accustomed to commaiid — to comprehend, and to 
yield to the waywardness and irritability common to 
our imaginative and morbid race — to content herself 
with the homage of a single heart t 1 do jiot know 
her enough to decide the question ; but I know her 
enough to feel deep solicitude and anxiety for your 
happiness if centred in a nature so imperious and so 
Tain. But you will remind me of her fortune, her sta- 
tion. Ypu will say that such are the sources from 
which, to an ambitious mind, happiness may well be 
drawn. Alas ! I fear that the man Who marries Lady 
Florence must indeed confine his dreams of feUcity to 
those harsh and disappointing realities. But, Cssarinii 
tiiese are not the words which, were we more intimate, 
I would address to you. I doubt the reality of those 
affections which you ascribe to her^ and suppose dcTO* 
ted to yourself. She is evidently fond of conquest. 
She sports with the victims she makes. Her vanity 

Sys with those of our sex— it will dupe her at last— 
you must not yet believe that the time is come« 
Let me caution you to discretion, for your own sake. 
I will not say more to you. 

" Yours, 

^ Hurrah 1*^ cried Ferrers, as he threw down the let* 
ter and rubbed his hands with delight. ** I little thought,- 
when I schemed for this letter, that chance wcMiid make 
it so inestimably serviceable. There is less to alter 
than I thought for ; the clumsiest botcher in the world 
could manage it. Let me look again. Hem, hem — ^the 
first phraiie to alter is this : ' I know her enough to 
feel deep solicitude and anxiety for your happiness if 

Vol. IL— M 
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centred in a nature so imperibtui and ▼ini^"*-8crstch 

out ' your* and put ' my.' All the vest i^ood* good, tHI 
we come to ' affections which you ascnbe to her and 
suppose devoted to yvurtelj^ — ^for ' yottrself ' write * mp^ 
selr — the rest will do. Now, then, the date, we must 
change it to the present month, and the work is done. 
1 wish that ' Italian blockhead would come. If I can 
but once make an irreparable breach between her and 
Maltravers, I think I cannot fail of securing his place ; 
her pique, her resentment, will hurry her into taking 
the first who offers, by way of revenge. And, by Jnpi* 
ter, even if I fail (which I am sure I shall not), it will 
be something to keep Flory as lady paramount for a 
duke of our own party. I shall pain immensely by snch 
a connexion : but I lose everythmg and gain nothing by 
her marrying Maltravers-^-of opposite politics, too — 
whom I begin to hate like poison. But no dnke shaQ 
have her ; Florence Ferrers, the only alliteration I ever 
liked ; yet it would sound rough in poetry.'* 

Lumley then deliberately drew towards him his ink" 
stand.^ " No penknife — ^ah, true, I nev^r mend pens — 
sad waste — must send out for one." He rang the bell, 
ordered a penknife to be purchased, and the servant 
was still out when a knock at the door was heard, and 
in a minute more Csesarini entered. 

^ Ah," said Lumley, assuming a melancholy air, ** I 
am glad that you are arrived ; you will excuse my faav* 
ing written to you so unceremoniously. You received 
my note— sit down, pray — and how are you— you look 
delicate — can I offer you anything ?" 

" Wine," said Caesarini, laconically, " wine— your cli- 
mate requires wine." 

• Here the servant entered with the penknife, and was 
ordered to bring wine and sandwiches. Ijumley then 
conversed lightly on different matters till the wine ap^ 
peared; he was rather surprised to observe Cssarini 
pour out and drink off glass upon glass, with an evident 
craving for the excitemeqt. When he had aatlsiied 
himself, he turned his dark eyes to Ferrers and said— 
" You have news to communicate, I aee it in your brow. 
I am now ready to hear all." 

*' Well, then, listen to me ; you were right in yo^ 
suspicions ; jealousy is ever a true diviner. I inake no 
doubt Othello was quite right, and Desdemona was no 
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'Mter than she shotdd be. Maltraven has proposed to 
my cousin, and been accepted.'' 

CeBsarini's complexion grew perfectly ghastly; his 
whole frame shook like' a leaf ; for a moment he seemed 
paralyzed. . 

" Curse him !" said he, at last, drawing a deep breath 
and between his grinded teeth ; " curse him from the 
depths of the heart he has broken !" 

'* And after such a letter to you ; do you remember 
it 1 here it is. He warns you against Lady Florence, 
aod then secures her to himself ; is this treacheiy 1" 

'* Treachery, black as hell. I am an Italian,'' cried 
Cttsarini, spnnging to hiis feet, and vnth all the passions 
of his climate in his face, *'and I will be avenged. 
Bankrupt in fortune, iiiined in hopes, blasted in heart, 
1 have still the godlike consolation of the desperate — ^I 
have revenges." 

**Will vou call him outi" asked Lnmley, musingly 
and calmly. *' Are you a dead shot 1 If so, it is worth 
thinking about; if not, it is a mockery; your shot 
misses — ^his goes in the air — seconds interpose, and 
pm both walk away devilish glad to get off so well. 
DuelB are humbugs^" 

** Bfr. Ferrers," said Ceesarini, fiercely, ** this is not a 
matter of jest." 

^ I do not make it a Jest ; and, what is more, Oaesari- 
ni," said Ferrers, with a coticentrated energy far more 
commanding than the Italian's fury, *' what is more, I 
«o detest Maitravers, I am so stung by his cold superi- 
ority, so wroth with his success, so loathe the thougnt of 
his alliance, that I would cut off this hand to frustrate 
that marriage. I do not jest, man ; but I have method 
and sense in my hatred—- it is our English way." 

Cftsarini stared at the speaker gloomily ; clinched 
his hand, muttered, and strode rapidly to and fro the 
fodm. 

'' You would be avenged, so would I. Now what 
shall be the means !" said Ferrers. 

** I will stab him to the heart— I will — " 

** Cease these tragic flights. Nay, frown and stamp 
not ; but sit down and be reasonable, or leave me and 
act for yourself." 

''Sir," said Cssarini, with an eye that might have 
alarmed a man less resolute than Ferrers, '' have a care 
kow you presume on my distress." 
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** You mre in distress, ifid yoQ feftise f^«fi yov art 
bankrupt in fortune, and you rare like a poet when you 
should be devising and plotting for the. attainment of 
boundless wealthy Rerenge and ambition may both be 
yours, but they are prizes never won but by a eautioiis 
foot as well as a bold hand/' 

'' What would you have me dot-^-and what bat hts 
life will content me ^^ 

*' Take his life if you can— I have no objection— -go 
and take it ; only Just observe this, that if you miss 
your aim, or he, being the stronger man, strike yon down, 
you will be locked up in a madhouse for the next year 
or two at least, and that is not the plsce in which / 
should hke to pass the winter^^ut as yon will." 

*' You !•— you ! But what are you to me t I will go 
«— good-day, sir." 

^ Stay a moment," said Ferrers, when he saw Caesar- 
im about to leave the room; *'stay — take this chair, 
and listen to me ; you had better--" 

Ceesarini hesitated, and then, as it were, niechanically 
obeyed. 

. ** Read that letter which Msltravers wrote to yoiL 
You have finished; well— now observe, if Florene^ 
sees that letter, she will not and cannot marry the tnaa 
who wrote it ; you must show it to her." 

*' Ah, my {[uardian angel, I see it all ! yes, there are 
words in this letter no woman so proud could ever 
pardon. Give it me again ; I will go at once." 

" Pshaw ! y^u are too quick ; you have not remarked 
that this letter was written &ve months ago, before Mai* 
travers knew much of Lady Florence. He himself 
has confessed to her that he did not then love her; so 
much the more would she value the conquest she h^s 
now achieved. Florence would smile at this letter, and 
say, ' Ah, he judges me differently now V " 

*'Are you seeking to madden me? What do yon 
mean \ bid yon not ju«t now say thatr did she see that 
letter, she would never maarry the writer!" 

'* Yes, yes, but the letter must be altered. We must 
erase the date— we must date it from to-day :-*-to-day 
— ^Maltravers returns to-day. We must suppose it writ, 
ten, not in answer to a letter from you, demanding bis 
advice and opinion as to y&ur marriage with Lady Flor« 
ence, bu( in answer to a letter of yours, in which you 
cpngratulate him on his approachmg marriago to hef« 
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By the snbstftmion of one pronoun for another in two 
places, the letter will read as well one way as anoth* 
er. Read it again and see— or^ stop^-I will be the lec- 
turer." 

Here Ferrers read over the letter, which, by the tri- 
fling substitutions he proposed, might indeed bear the 
character he wished to give to it. 

'^The caution at the close as to fliscretion may be 
interpreted," said Ferrers^ as he concluded, "into an in- 
junction of secresy and silence respecting this private 
and confidential letter. Does the light break in upon 
you now ! Are you prepared to go throuffh a part that 
requires subtlety, delicacy, address, and, above all, self- 
control; qualities that are the common attributes of 
your countrymen." 

** I will do all — fear me not. It may be viUanous, it 
may be base ; but I care not, Maltravers shall not rival, 
master, eclipse me in all things." 

" Where are you lodging?" 

•* Where ? out of town a little way." 

** Take up your home with me for a few days. I 
cannot trust you out of my nght. Send for 3rour lug- 
gage ; I have a room at your service." 

Caesarini at first refused; but a man who resolves 
on a crime feels the awe of solitude and the necessity 
of a comi>anion. He went himself to bring his effects, 
and promised to return to dinner. 

'' I must own," said Lumley, resettling himself at 
his desk, " this is the dirtiest trick that ever I played ; 
but the glorious end sanctifies the paltry means. After 
all, it is the mere prejudice of gentleman-like education. 
80 now for you. Master Maltravers !" 

A very few seconds, and with the aid of the knife to 
erase and the pen to rewrite, Ferrers completed his 
task, with the exception of the change of date, which, 
on second thoughts, he reserved as a. matter to be reg^ 
ulated bj circumstances. 

'* I think I have hit off his m's and y's tolerably," said 
he, " considering 1 w^s not brought up to this sort of 
thing. But the alteration would be visible on close in- 
spection. Cssarini must read the letter to her ; then, if 
•he glances over li herself, it will be with bewildena4 
eyei ahd a dizzy brain. Above all, he must not leave 
U with her, and must bind her to the closest secresy. 

M9 
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She is hmumrable, and will keep bet woti ; and, so, now 
that matter is settled. I have just time before dinner 
to canter down to my uncle's add wisb the old fellow 
joy." 



CHAPTER T. 

« And then my lord has mnch tiiat ht would state 
All good to yon." 

Cbabbb's TaUa^ihtSmrt. 

Loan Varorate was sitting alone in bis library, with 
his aceount-books before him« CarefoU^^ did he cast 
i:^ the Yaiious sums which, invested in rarious specula* 
tions, sweUed his income. The result seemed satis* 
factory, and the rich man threw down his pen with an 
air of triumph. " I will invest 130,000/. in land— only 
ISO^OOOf. I will not be tempted to sink more;. I wiu 
have a fine house — a house fitting for a nobleman — a 
fine old Elizabethan house — a house of historical intei^ 
est. ' I must have woods and lakes — and a deer-park, 
above all. Deer are very gentlemanlike things — very, 
J>e Clififord*s place is to be sold, I know ; they ask, too 
much for it ; but ready money is tempting. I can bsur- 

fin — bargain, I am a sood hand at a bargain. Should 
now be Lord Baron Vargrave if I had always given 
people what they asked I I will double ray subscrip- 
tions to the Bible Society, and the Philanthropic, and 
the building of new churches. The world shall not say 
Bichu^ Templeton does not deserve his greatness* I 
will— oome in. Who^s there t Come in.'* 

The door gently opened ; the meek face of the n^w 
peeress aiq[>eared. *' I disturb you — I beg your pardon 

" Come in, my dear, come in-*-I want to talk to you 
*^I want to talk to your kdystup— dt down, pray.'' 

Lady Vargrave obeyed. 

** You se^," said the peer, crossing his legs and cares* 
«ing his left foot with both hands, while he seesawed his 
stately body to and fro In his chair--^*'yott see that tkm 
honour conferred upon me will make a great change la 
our mode of life, Mrs Temple— f I mean Lady Var- 



I 
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Ifrate. This villa is all very well— «ny conniry houst 
18 not amiss for a country gentleman — ^but now, we 
must support our rank. The estate I have will gfo with 
the tit]e---go to Lumley — I shall buy another at my 
own disposal, one that I can feel thorawkly mine-^it 
Idiall be a splendid pltce, Lady Vargrave.*^ 

'^This place is splendid to me,'* said Lady Yargravet 
timidly. 

*' This place, nonsense«-yott must learn loftier ideas, 
liSdy Vargmre; yon are young, you can easily con- 
tract new habits, more easily, perhaps, than myself; 
you are naturally ladylike, though I say it ; you have 

S>od taste, you donH taik much, you don't show your 
norance-^uite right. You ^must be presented at 
court. Lady Yargrave-— we must give great dinners, 
Lady Yargrave. BaUs are sinful, so is the opera, at 
least I fear so--yet an opera^box would be a proper ap* 
pendage t6 your rank, I^y Yaigrave." 

•* My dear Mr. Templeton^" 

** Lord Yargrave, if your ladyship pleases." 

*^ I beg paraon. May you live long to enjoy your 
honours ; but I, my dear lord-— I am not fit to share 
them ; it is only in our quiet life that I can forget what 
•^what I vras. You terrify me when yon talk of court 
•^of*^*^ 

** Stuff, Lady Yargrave, stuff; we accustom ourselves 
to these things. Do / look like a man who has stoo4 
behind a counter! rank is a glove that stretches to the 
hand that wears it. And the child, dear child— -dear 
Evelyn, she shall be the admiration of London, the 
Beauty, the heiress, the— oh, she will do us honour !'* 

**8he win, she will,*' said Lady Yargrave, and the 
tears gushed from her eyes. 

Lord Yargrave was softened ; he rose from his chair, 
took his wife's hand, and kissed her forehead affec* 
tionately. 

*' No mother ever deserved more from a child thaa 
jrou from Evelyn.'' 

" 1 would hope I have done my duty,'' said Lady Yar* 
grave, drying her tears. 

'* Papa, papa !" cried an impatient voice, tapping al 
the window, ^ come and play, papa—oome and play at 
ball, papa." 

And there by the window stood that beautiful child, 
Igitrmg witli bsalth and miiih, Imt light hair teased 
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from het forebead, liMr sweet nioiith dimpled wiUi 
smiles. 

" My dsriing, go on the laMm — don't overexert your* 
self— you have not quite recovered that horhd sprain--* 
I will join you immediately*— bless you !'* 

" DonH be long, p^a— 4iobody plays so «nicely as yoq 
do ;'* and, nodding and laughing from very glee, away 
scampered the young fairy. 

Lord Vargrave turned to his wife, 

^ What think you of my nephew-^of Lnmley !" said 
he, abrapUy. • 

** He seems all that is amiable, frank, and kind.** 

Lord Yargrave's brow became thoughtful. " I think 
so too,'* he said, after a short pause, ^*: and I hope you 
will approve of what I mean to do. You see, my dear, 
Lumley was brought up to regard himself as my heir{ 
I owe soipethtng to him beyond the poor estate whicli 
goes with, but liever can adequately support my title. 
Family honours, hereditary rank, must be properly re- 
garded. But that dear girl— *1 ^all leave her the bulk 
Of my fortmie. Could we not unite the fortune and the 
title f it would secvrfe the rank to her ; it would incorpo- 
rate all my desires, all my duties." 

" But,'* said Lady Yargrave, with .evident surprise,. 
** if I understand you rightly, the disparity of years*-** , 

** And what then, what (hen, Lady vargravel Is there 
no disparity of years between, ut — ^a greater disparity 
than between Lumley and that tail girll Lumley is a 
mere youth, a yoiith still, five-and-thirty— he will be little 
more than forty when thev marry ; I was between fifty 
and sixty when I married you. Lady Yargrave, and I 
flatter myself I have made you an excellent husband.*' 

" Indeed, yes ; but still— *' 

*^ I don't hke boy and girl marriages : a man should 
be older than his wife. But ^ou are so romantic, Ladjff 
Yargrave. Besides, Lumley is so gay and good-look« 
ing, and wears so well. ' He has been very nearly form- 
ing another attachment ; but that, I trust, is out of his 
head now. They OMist like each other. You wilt not 
gainsay me, Lady Yargrave, and if anything haf^ns to 
gHe-^life is uncertain.** 

** Oh, do not speak so, my friend, m^y benefactor !** • 

*' Why, indeed," resumed his lordship, mildly, " thank 
Heaven, I am very well— feel youn^rer than ever I ^a 
^-^Mit still, life is .uacertaia--raQd, if ypu s«rvive me. 
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•jrnx viU not throw obvtaetos in tbe wsy of ray grand 
scheme!'' 

'* I — no, no ; you have the right in all things over her 
destiny; but so young— so soft4iearted, if she'Shouhl 
love one of her own years — " 

" Love — pooh 3 love does not come into girls^ heads 
unless it is put there. We will bring her up to love 
Lumley. I nave another reason — a cogent one— our 
secret! to him it can be confided — it should not go out 
of our family. Even in my grave I could not rest if a 
slur were cast on my respectability — my name.!* 

Lord Vargrave spoke solemnly and warmly; then 
muttering to himself, *' Yes, it is for the best,*' he took 
up his hat and left the room. He joined his stepchild 
on the lawn. He romped with her, he played with her 
r-that stiff stately man ! — ^he lai^hed louder than she 
did, and ran almost as fast And when she was fa* 
tigued and breathless, he made her sit down beside him 
in a little summer-house, and fondly stroking down her 
disordered tresses, said, ^' You tire me out, child ; 1 am 
growing too old to play with yotL Lumley must supply 
my place. You love Lumley T' , . * 
' ** Oh, dearly, he is so good-natured, so kind; he has 
given me a beauUfid doll, with «vcA eyes !*' 

*' You shall be his little wife ; you would like to h% 
bis little wife t'' 

. '^* Wife! why poor raamma is a wife, and she is not 
so happy as I am.*' 

*' Your mamma has bad health, my dear,** said Lord 
Vargrave, a little discomposed. '* But it is a fine thing 
to be a wife, and have a carriage of your own, vand a 
fine house, and jewels, and plenty of money, and be 
your own mistress ; and Lumley will love you dearly.** 

" Oh, yes, I should like all that." 

^ And you will have a [Hrotector, child, when I am no 
more !'* 

The tone, rather that the words, of her stepfather, 
struck a, damp into that childish heart. Evelyn lifted 
her eyes, gazed at him earnestly, and th^i, throwing 
^r arms round him, burst into t^m. 

Lord Vaigrave wiped his own eyes and covered her 
witn kisses. 

'' Yes, you shall be Lumley's wife, his hononred wife, 
heiress to my rank as to my fortunes." 

^' I will do all titat papa wishes." 
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** Yon Witt be La^y Vargmre then, and Enmle^ win 
beyour husband/' said the stepfather, iropressiTely. 
^ Think orer what 1 have said. Now let ns Join mam- 
ma. Bnt, as I live, here is Lomley himself. However, 
it is not yet the time to soond him : 1 hope that he has 
no chance with that Lady Florence.*' 



CHAPTER VI. 

" Fair roccmotar 
Of two most nre aifiactions." 

Mbanwrile the betrothed were on their road to Lon- 
don, The balmy and serene beauty of the day had in- 
duced them to perform the short journey on horseback. 
It is somewhere said that lovers are never so handsome 
as in each other's company, and neither Florence nor 
Ernest ever looked so well as on horseback. There 
was something in the stateliness and the grace of both; 
something even in the aquiline onttine of their features 
and the haughty bend of the neck, that made a sort of 
likeness between these yonng persons, although there 
was no comparison as to their relative degrees of per- 
sonal advantage : the beauty of Florence defied all com- 
parison. And as they rode from Cleveland's porch, 
where the other guests, yet lingering, were assembled 
to give the farewell greeting, there was a general con- 
viction of the happiness destined to the affianced Ones ; 
a general impression that both in mind and person they 
were eminently suited to each other. Their position 
was that which is ever interesting, even in more ordi- 
nary people, and at that moment they were absolutely 
popular with all who gazed on them ; and when the 
good old Cleveland turned a^ay with tears in his eyes 
and murmured " Bless them !" there was not one of the 
party who would have hesitated to jom in the prayer. 

Florence felt a nameless dejection as she left a spot 
•o consecrated by gratelbl recollections. 

** When shall we be again so happy 1" said she, sofllr, 
as she turned back to gaze upon tlie landscape whicn, 
gay with flowers, and shrubs, and the bright English 
venture, smiled behind them like a garden. 
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** We will try and make my old hall and Its glooiiiv 
•hades remind us of these fairer scenes, my Florence.'^ 

'* Ah ! describe to me the character of your place. 
We shall live there principally, shall we not? I am : 
sure I shall like it much better than Marsden Court, 
which is the name of that huge pile of arches and col- 
umns in Yanburgh's heaviest taste, which will soon be 
yours." 

• ** I fear we shall never dispose of all your mighty ret- 
inue, grooms of the chamber, and Patagonian footmen, 
and Heaven knows who besides, in the hole^ and cor- 
.ners of Burleigh," said Ernest, smiling. And then he 
went on to describe the old place with something of a * 
'Well-bom country gentleman's not displeasing pride ; 
and Florence listened, and tbe]r planned, and altered, 
and added, and improved, and ]aid out a map for the fu- 
ture. From that topic they turned to another equally 
interesting to Florence. The work in which Maltrav- 
ers had been engaged was completed, was in the hands 
of the printer, and Florence amused herself with con- 
jectures as to the criticisms it wpuld provoke. She 
was certain that all that had most pleased her would be 
caviare to the multitude. She never would believe that 
any one could understand Maltravers but herself. Thus 
time flew on till thev passed. that part of the road in 
which had occurred Kmest's adventure with Mr. Tem- 
pkton's daughter. Maltravers paused abruptly in the 
midst of his glowing periods, as the . spot awakened its 
associations and reminiscences, and looked round anx- 
iously and inquiringly. But the fair apparition was not 
again visible ; and whatever impression the place pro- 
duced, it ffradually died away as they entered the sub- 
urbs of the great metropolis. Two other gentlemen 
aiid a young lady of thirty-three (I had almost forgotten 
them) were of the party, but they had the lact to linger 
a little behind during .the greater part of the road, and 
the young lady, who was a wit and a flirt, foimd gossip 
and sentiment for both the cavaliers. 

*' Will yon come to us this evening 1" asked Florence, 
timidly. 

. ** I fear I shall not be able. I have several matters 
to arrange before I leave town for Burleigh, which I 
must do next week. Three months, dearest Florence, 
will scarcely suffice to make Burleigbput on its best 
looks to greet its new mistress ,'-«nd I have already ap« 
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pointed the great modern magidans off drtiperies and 
ormolu to consnlt how we may make Aladdin's palace 
lit for th^ reception of the new princess. Lawers, too ! 
in short, I expect to he fully occupied. But to-mor- 
row, at three; I shall he with you, and we can ride out, 
if the day he ilne.'* 

^ Surely,** said Florence, ** yonder is Signor Ccter- 
ini— how haggard and altered he appears V^ 

Maltravers, turning his eyes towards the spot to 
which Florence pointed, saw Caesarini emerging flrom 
a lane, with a porter hehind him carrying some books 
and a trui^. The Italian, who was talking and gestic- 
ulating as to himself, did not perceire them. 

" Poor Castruccio I he seems leaving his lodging,** 
thought Maltravers. ^ By this time I fear he will have 
spent the last sum I conveyed to him ; I must remember 
to find him out and replenish his stores. Do not forged,** 
said he, aloud, " to see Cssarini, and urge him to accept 
the appointment we spoke of.** 

** 1 will not forget it — I will see him to-morrow before 
we meet. Yet it is a painful task, Ernest." 

^ I allow it-— Idas ! florenee, you owe him some rep- 
aration. He undoubtedly once conceived himself en- 
titled to form hopes, the vanity of which his ignorance 
of our English woiid and his foreign birth prevented him 
from suspecting.*' 

** Believe me, I did not give him the right to form 
Mch expectations." 

*^ But you did not sufficiently discourage them. Ah, 
Florence, never underrate the pangs of hope crashed, 
of love contemned.*' 

^* Dreadful!" said Florence, almost shuddering. "It 
is strange, but my conscience never so smote me be- 
fore. It is since 1 love that I feel for the first time how 
guilty a creature is — ^ 

^ A coquet!" interrupted Maltravers; *^well, let us 
think of the paat no m^re; but if we can restore a 
gifted man, whose youth promised much to an honour^ 
able independence and a healthful mind, let us do so. 
Me, Cssarini never can forgive ; he will think I have 
robbed him of you. But we mei#— the woman we have 
once loved, even after she rejects us, ever has some 
power over us ; and ^our eloquence,, which has so oftea 
roused me, cannot fail to impress a nature yet more ex- 
citablo.** 
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MdlraveTi, on leaving florence til het cmn db<n^ 

*#6Bt home, summoned hie favourite servant, gave him 
CttsariHrs- sddrenaM Chelsea, bade him find out wber# 
he was, if he hadleft his lodgings, and leave at his 
present home, or (failing its discoyer]^) at the Tratfel- 
lersi a coiHr, which he made his- servant address, en^ 
closing 9 bank note of some amount. If the reader 
wonder why Maltravers tfius constituted himself the 
lOdmown benefactor of the Italian, I vnvMi tell him that he 
does not understand Maltravers. Caesarini was not thd 
only man of letters whose faults he pitied, whose wants 
he relieved. Though his name seldom shone in the 

Sdmpoas lists of public subscriptions ; though he dis- 
ained to affect the Miecenas ana the patron, he felt the 
brotherhood of maidcind^ and a kind of gratitude for 
those who aspired to raise or to delight their species. 
An author himself, he could appreciate the vast debt 
whidi the world owes to authors, and pays but by cal- 
umny in life and barren laurels after death. His very 
love of the beaatiful kept the heart of Ernest Md.^ 
travers soft and charitable, compassionate and generous^ 



CHAPTER Vn. 

** Don John. How canst thou cross this-maim^i 7 
Boraehio, Not honestly, my lord, but so coTertly that no dinhonesty 
shall appear in me, my lord.*' 

Jtfiidl Ado a&0ifl Nothing. 

Fbkbvrs and Cssarini were sating over their wine,, 
and 9oth had sunk into silence, for they had only one 
KUbject in common, when a note ^as brought to Lumley 
from Lady Florence—" This is lucky enough !" said he, 
as he read it. '*'Lady Florence wishes to see you, and 
endloses me a note for you, which she asks me to ad- 
dress and forward to you. There it is.** 

Csesarini took. the note wUh trembling' hisuids': it was 
Tery short, and iner%^ expressed a desire to see him 
the next day at two o^dock. 

•* What can it be V he'exclaimed ; " can she want to 
apologize, to explain 1^ 

**]^a, no, nor! norence will not do that; but, from 

Voih H.— N 
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certmiB wdrds s]^ draoped in taXkmg with nuBf I gness 
tbot she has some oner to your worldly advantafe t# 
propose to you. Ha! hy-the-wag^ a. thought strikes 
me.'* 

Lomley eagerly pmg* Hm belli ^ Is Ladv Florence'ii 
servant waiting for an answer T' 41^ 

"Yes, sir." ^ 

** Very wett-^etain him.** 

'^Now, Oaesahni, assurance is made denhly svre« 
Ckmie into the next room* There, sit down «t my deeh 
and write, as I shall dictate, to MaltrsTen.'' 

*« 1 »" 

" Yes ! now do pat yourself in my hands—^write, wiile* 
When you have finished I will exjdain."- 
Cesarini obeyed, and the letter was as ibttows :-— 

. " Dba.r Maltratsrs,. 

** I have learned your af^oaehiogmarriags wiith Ladjr 
Florence Lascelles. Permit me to congratulate 3roib 
For myself, I have overcomea vain and foolish passiofi» 
and can contemplate your happiness without a sigh* . 

" I have reviewed all my old prejudices against mar- 
riage, and believe it to be a state which notmng but the 
most perfect congeniality of temper, pursuits, and minds 
can render bearable. How rare is such congeniality ! 
in your case it may exist. The affections of that beaa- 
tiful being are doubtilasii ardent^sad they are yours I 

*^ Write me a line by the bearer to assure me of your 
belief of my sincerity. 

.** Yours, 

*f C. CjESAann.'* 

" Copy out this letter, 1 want its ditto — guick. Now 
Ileal and direct the duplicate," continued Ferrers ; i^ that's, 
right— go into the hall, give it yourself to Lady Fior^' 
ence's servant, and beg him to take it to Seamore-ptoe^ 
Wait for an answer, and bring it here; by which time; 
you will have a note ready for Lady Florence. Say I 
will mention this to her laavship, and give the man hal£y 
a crown. Th^re— 4)egone." » 

. *^ I do not understand a w^rd^o^tlus," said Csesarinii,^ 
When he returned; '^ will you explain r? ... . ..^ 

'' Certainly ; the copy of the note^youhave despatched' 
to Maltrav^rs I shall shdw to Lady Florence this evfi* 
ningy as a proof of your soberedand generous feeli^igs ; 
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dbserve, it is so written that the old letter of your rival 
may seem an exact reply to it. To-morrow, a reference 
to this note of yours will bring out our scheme more 
ea§iiy ; and if you follow my instructions you will not 
'Seem to vdurUeer lowing our hancliwork, as we at first 
intended ; but rather to yield it to her eyes from a gen- 
erous impulse, from an irresistible desire to save her 
from an unworthy husband and a wretched fate. For- 
tune htte been dealing our cards for us, and has turned 
up the ace. Three to one now on the odd trick. Mal- 
mrers, too^ is at home. I called at his house oti're- 
. taming from my uncle's, and leiraed that he would not 
«tir' out all the errening." 

^ In due time came the answer from Ernest: it was 
•^orc and hurried ; but full of «^ ^m nuuiiy kindness of 
rhis nature ; it expt^ssed admiraiiun and. delight at tto 
tone of Cttsaarini^s letter; it reyoked all former expres- 
-eions derogatory to Lady Florence ;<■ it owned the haish-^ 
Aess and errors of his first impressions ; it used every 
4leHcate a r g u ment that could sooth and reconcile Caesae- 
ini ; and concluded by- sentiments of friendship and dew 
Sure of service soodroial, so honest, so free from the af* 
fsetation of patronage, that evenCassarini him^f, half 
insane as he was with passion, was almost softened 
JiUmley saw the change in his couiiteiiance^-Hmatched 
tlM letter from his handk-read it^threw it into the fir^ 
'—and saying, ** We must guard against accidents," eiapw 
-ped' tlie Italian vlTectionately on the shoulder, and added, 
*' Now you can have no remorse— nfor a more Jesuitical 

«eoe of insulting, hypocritical cant, I never read. 
^here's your note to Lady Flotenoel Yonr cesnpli^ 
nents, you will be with her al two. There^-now the 
feheanaFs over,'the scenes arranged, and I'll dress and 
open thd play for you with a prologve.*' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

" ^8tuat indent 
Imo in corde pudor, mixtoque insanit lactn, 
Et funis agitatufl amor, et cooscia yiitua.*' 

ViKOIIm 

The next day, punctual to his appamtment, Cvsaxni 
repaired to his critical imerview with Lady Fk>renc«. 
Her countenance, which, like that of most persons whose 
temper is not under their command, ever too faithftilly 
expressed what wim within, was unusually flushed. 
Lumley had dropped words and hints which had driven 
w. ^ from her pillow and repose from her mind. 

She lose from her seat with nervous agitation as C»> 
sarini entered and made his grave salutation. Afker a 
short and embarrassed pause she reeov«red, however, 
her self-possession, and, with all a woman's delicate and 
dexterous tact, urged upon the Italtan the expediency 
of accepting the offer of honourable independence now 
extended to him. 

^ You have abilities,^' she said, in conclusions*'^ yon 
have friends-*yon have yonth-^-take advantage of those 
gifts of nature and fortune, and fulfil such a career as,'* 
added Lady Florence, wiUi a smile, ** Dante did not co» 
aider incompatible with poetry." 

^* I cannot object to any career,^' said Cssarini, witk 
an effort, ^ that may serve to remove me from a coniitry 
that has no longer any charms for me. I thank yon for 
your kindness — ^I will obey you. May you be happy-«f> 
and yet — no, ah J no-^appy you must be ! Even kt^ 
sooner or later, must see you with my eyes.** 

" I "know," replied Florence, falteringly, " that you 
have wisely and generously mastered a past illusion. 
Mr. Ferrers allowed me to see the letter you wrote to 
Er — ^to Mr. Maltravers ; it was worthy of you-^it touched 
me deeply ; but I trust you will outlive your prejudi- 
ces against — " § 
• " Stay," interrupted Caesarini, "did Ferrers commu* 
nicat^ to you the answer t6 thitt letter?*' 

" No, indeed." 

" I am glad of it." 



** Oil, no matter. God bless you— farewell.'* 
: ♦*No'--I implore you do not go yet— what was there 
.in that letter that it could paki me to see 1 Lumlev 
hinted darkly, but would not speak out — ^be more frank/' 
. \ "I canilot^*Tit would be treachery to Maltravers — cru- 
elty to jrou— yet, would it be cruel V * 

" No, it would not — it would be kindness and mercy ; 
•^how'ne the letler^yon have it with tou?* 

*f You could not bear it ; you would hate me Ibr the 
fant it would give you. Let me depffrt.** 
t ''Man,-yoii wrong Maltravers. I see it now. You 
woiM'diurkly elander nim whom you cannot Openly de- 
June. Go-^I was wrong to listen to you — go !" 
. ^* Lady Flovence, beware how you taunt me into nn- 
ideceifiingyp«. Here is the letter, it is his handwriting ; 
>wiUyou readiti I warn you not." 
; ^ I will believe nothing but the evidence of my own 
eyes— give it me." . 

- '^fitay then; on two conditions. First, that you 
{HNmiiee me sacredly that you will not disclose to M al- 
travers, without my consent, that yon have seen this 
letter. Think not I fear his ^angen No! but in the 
aaortal encounter that must ensue, if you thus betray 
me, yodr character would be lowered in the world's 
eyes^ and even I imy excuse unknown) might not ap- 
peair to have acted with honour inobe^ng your desire, 
and v^aming you, while there is yet lime, of bartering 
love for avance. Promise me." 

t ^I dO'-*! da most solemnly." 

- *^ Secondly, assure me that yon 'Will- not ask to keep 
the letter, but will immediately restore it to me." 

:^i .promise it. Now then." 

'•**Take Ae letter." 

; Florence seized, and rapidly read the fatal and gar- 
WM document:; hm brain was dizzy — her eyes clouded 
•*4iev ears, rsuig as with ^a sound of water — she was sick 
and giddy with amotion, but she read enough. This 
letter was written, iken, in answer of Castmccio's of 
last.night^-it avowed dislike of her character — ^it pro« 
duced the impossibLlj^ to Ibve her-^ more than hinted 
the mercenary nature of his feelings. Yes, even ^here, 
wh^re she had garnered up her heart, she was not flor- 
e»6^, the lovely imd beloved woman ; but Florence, the 
wealthy and highbom heiress/ Th* w^d which sha 
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had built upon the faith and heart of Maltrarev^ 6rtim- 
bled away at her f«et Tte letter, drmed fitmi her 
hands; her whole form aeemed to shrink and shrivel 
up ; her teeth were set, and her cheek was as white as 
marble. 

«* O God !" pried Ctesarinl, stung with remorse. '* Speak 
to me, speak to me, Florence. I did wrong — forget 
that hateful letter. I have been false— false.'' 

'^ Ah, false — say ao again !«*Hao, no, J. remember he 
told me-^he, so wise, so deep a judge of human charac- 
ter — that he would be sponsor for jrour faith-- that yoqr 
honour and heart were kisomiptible. II is true. I 
thank you ; you have saved me from a terrible fate. 

^ Oh, Lady Flevenoe, dear — too dear— yet would (bat 
— alas ! she does not listen to me," muttered Castnlccio, 
as Florence, pressing her hands to her templee, walked 
wildly to ana fro the room ; at length she paused op- 
Dosite to Gssarini, looked him full in the face, returned 
nim the letter without a word, and pointed to the doon 
; " No, no, do not bid me leave you yet," said Ccsari- 
hi, tremblio|r with repentant emotion, yet half beaide 
himself with ieakms rage at her love for his rival 

" My friend, go," said Florence; in a tone of voice 
singularly subdued and aoft^ - *^ Do not fear me»-l have 
more pride in ma than even affection; but there are 
certain struggles in a woman's breast which she coidd 
never betray to any one — any one but a mother. Ood 
help me, I liave none !--*go-*-when next we meet I shall 
be calm." . 

She held out her hand aa she spoke; the Itafian 
dropped on his knee, kissed it convulsively, aad, fear- 
Ail of tnisting himself further, vanished from tiie room; 

He hkd not been long gone before Maltravers was 
seen riding through the street Aa he threw himself 
from hie Imrse, he hn^Eedtip at ttw window and kissed 
his hand at Lady Flomnoe, who stood there wmehiflif 
fids arrival, with feelings, indeed, for dtferent from t hose 
be anticipated. He entered the room li^tly and gtyij* 

Florence stiroed not to welcome him. HeappieadiMl 
and took her hand ; ehe withdrew it with a ahodder. 

^* Are you not well, Florenosl" 

" I am well, for I have reeovered.'* • 

"^ What do you mean*— why do yott torn from nm\^ 

Lady Florence fixed her eyes on him, eyaa tiuft lit#»> 
rally hiaaedmhrsr lip quiveied vith acorn. 
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'^ '^Mr. tfaUfaVmri, at length I know y<ra. I ttider- 
stand the feelings with which yon hav« sought a'uniok 
tietween us. (m God ! why, why was I thus cursed 
with riches— why made a thin^ of barter, and merchan- 
dise, and avarice, and k>w ambition 1 Tidie my wealth, 
take it, Mr. Maltravers, since that is what yon prize. 
Heaven knows, I can cast it willingly away ; but leave 
the wretch whom you long deceived, and who now^ 
wretch though she be, renounces and despises yoa" 

** Lady Florence, do I hear aright t Who has accused 
me to you !" 

" None, sir, none — I wpuld ha-ve .believed none. Let 
it suffice that I am convinced that our union can be 
happy to neither; question me no further — ^11 inter-^ 
course between us is for ever over !*^ 

"Pause," said Maltravers, with cold and grave so- 
lemnity — •* another word, and the gulf will become im- 
passable. Pause." 

"Do not," exelaimed the unhappy lady, stung by 
what she considered the assurance of a hardened hypoc* 
risy—- " do not affect this haughty superiority, it dupes 
me no longer. Iwas your slave while I loved you*^ 
the tie is broken. I am free, and I hate and scorn you. 
Mercenaiy and sordid as you are, your bareness of 
spirit revives the differences of our rank. Henceforth, 
Mr. Maltravers, I am Lady Florence Laacelles, and by 
that title alone will you know me-^begone, sir !" 
' As she spoke, with passion distorting every feature 
of her face, all her beauty vanished, a way from the eyes 
of tjie proud Maltravers, as if by witchcraft ; the aagek 
teemed transformed into the fory^ and cold, bitter, and 
withering was the eye which he fiited upon that workr 
ing and agonized countenance. 

" Mark me^ Lady Florsnee Lascelles," said he, vervr 
calmly, " you have now said what you can nev^r reealL 
Were you my wife, the mother of my children ; were 
these the first words of insult that alter long and de«« 
voted years of wedded life you had ever uttered, such 
words would suffice to annihilate all love, and all te^ 
viembrance but of themselves. Were you to discover 
that you had wronged me, and to crawl upon your 
knees to ptay my fordon, I would not grant it. Nei-» 
ther in man nor wjoman did Ernest Maltravers ever 
teget or loigive a sentence which aoctised him of dis- 
honour. I bid you inrewttlllonsver ;. and with any last 
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vofds 1 condeni&yoii talbe daifcest-tif «U te>Qi«-^e 
lemone that comet too late !'* 

Slowly he mored away ; and; as the door dosed upoft 
/(hat towering and haughty form, Floreiice already felt 
.that his curse was working to its fulfilment. She rushed 
to the window ; she caught one last glimpse of him as 
his horse bore htm rapidly away. Ah ! when shall they 
^aest againi 



CHAPTER CL, 

'* And now Llint— oh, wberefcra do I Uto? 
And wit)i that pong I prafsd to be no more.** 

WoBpewosTH. 

It was about nine o'clock that erening, itad Maltraw 
ers was alone in his room. His canriage was at the 
door*-his servants were anungiin^ the higgage^-hewias 
gobig that' night to Burieigh. Ii6ndon-*«ociety^-the 
worlcl, were gtown hateful to him. His galled and in- 
dignant spirit'demanded'solitade.' At this time Lmnley 
Ferrers abruptly entered. 

^^ You will pardon my incision,'' said the latter, "with 
Ins usual frankness, ^ but-*'* 

'* But what, sir t ' I am engaged." 

'*I shaU'be very brief. MaitraTers, tou are my old 
friend* I retain regard and affection for you, though 
tor different habits have of late estranged us. I come 
to youi^om my c<matn— -from Florence ; there has been 
seme misunderstanding between yon. I caMed on her 
to-day after you left the house. Her grief alfected me. 
I'have only just lefther; She has b^n told by some 
gossip or other some stmry or other— women* are icred- 
uious, fooUsh creatures'; undeceive her« and I dare say 
aH maybe settled. '' 

" Ferrers, if a man had spoken to me as Lady ¥lbr^ 
ence did^ his blood or mine must hove flowed. And do 
you think that words that might have plunged me inta 
the guilt of homicide if uttered by a man, 1 could t>v^ 
pardon in one whom I had dreamed of for a wife f 
Never!" 

**Pooh«^po<rti; women's wdids are wind. Dost 
lhMW^«way«a>iq[>leBdM a matoh Ufr such a tirifleu'* * 
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. * Da yo6, too, ftir, mean to inpute mertenary niotiTee 
tome V 

'^ God forbid ! yoa know I am no cowaid, but I really 
don't want to light you. Come, be reasonable." 

''I dare say you mean w^l, but the breach is final; 
an recurrence to it is pamful and superfluons. I must 
wish you good^evening.'' 

'^ You have positively decided." 

" I have." 

*' £ven if Lady Florence make the eanenie honnrMe T' 

^ Nothing on the part of Lady Florence oonld alter 
my resolution. The woman whom an honourable man, 
an English gentleman, m^es the partner of his life^ 
ought never to listen to a syllable against his fair name : 
his honour is hers, and if lier lips, that should breathe 
comfort in ealumuYt only serve to retail the lie — she 
may be beautiful, gifted, wealthy, and highborn, but he 
takes a curse to his arms. That curse I have escaped." 

** And this I am to say to my cousin 1" 

*' As you will. And now stay, Lumley Ferrers, and 
hear me. I neither accuse nor suspect you ; i desire not 
to pierce your hetfrt, and, in this case, I cannot fathom 
yowr motives; bat if it should so have happened that 

Jou hav«, in any way, ministered to Lady Florence 
lascelles's injurious ofMnions of my faith and honour, 
you will have much to answer for, and sooner or later 
there will come a day of reckoning between you and 
me *' 

^ Mr. Maltravers, there can be no quarrel between ns, 
with my cousin's fair name at stake, or else we should 
not now part without preparations for a more hostile 
meeting. I can bear your language. /, too, though 
no philosopher, can forgive. Come, man, you aro 
heated — it is very natural ; let us part friencw^your 
hand." 

^ If you can take my liand« Lumley, yon are innocenti 
and I ha¥e wronged you." 

Lmnley smiled, and cotdially pressed the hand of hie 
old friend. 

As he descended tiie stairs, Mahravers followed, and 
jQst as Lumley turned into Caraon»street, the carriage 
whirled rajndly past him, and, by the lamps, he saw the 
^e and stem fhee of Maltiavers. 

It was a slow drizzling rain, one of those unwhole- 
some close nights frequent in London towards the end 
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^f tntmnB. FeneiSyfaoweTer, k»«».«.>«'.^ ^ ~^ ^^.u^^, 
walked slowly and thoughtfully towards his coogiii^ 
house. He was playing for a mighty stakes and hith- 
erto the cast was in his favour, yet he was uneasy koA 
perturbed. His conscience was tolerably proof to all 
compunction, as much from the leWty as from the 
strength of his nature ; and, MahraYers removed, he 
trusted in his knowledge of the human heart, and the 
smooth speciousness of his manner, to win, at last, in 
the band of Lady Florence, the object of his ambition, 
it. was not on lier affection, it was on her pique, her 
jresentment, that he relied. *^When a woman fancies 
herself slighted by the man she lores, the first person 
who proposes must be a clumsy wooer indeed if he does 
not carry her away." So reasoned Ferrers, but y^t he 
was ruffled and disquieted ; the truth must be spoken ; 
able, bold, sanguine, and soomful as be was, his sjunt 
quailed before that of Maltravers ; he feared the lion of 
that nature when fairly aroused: his own fcharacter had 
in it something of a woman^i*<-an unprincipled, gifted, 
aspiring, and subtle woman's, and in Maltravers, stern^ 
simple, and masculine, he recognised the superior dig- 
nity of the *' lords of the creation ;" he was overawed 
by the anticipation of a wrath. and revenge. which: he 
felt he merited, and which he' feared might be deadly.' 

While grsMluaUy, however, his spirit recovered its 
tasual elasticity, he came in tiie vicinity of Lord 8axing4 
ham^s house, and suddenly, by a comer of the street^ 
his arm was seioed-: to his inexpressible astonishment 
hJ9 recognised in the muffled figure that accosted hnm 
Ihe form of Florence Lasoelles. ' 

"Good heavens^^* he cried, '^ is it possible! Yon 
alone in the streets at this faonrv aoid such ani^t tooi 
How very wrong, how very imprudent!^* - 

" Do not talk to me ; I am dmost mad as it is : Iconld 
not rest; I could. not bravse miiet solitude; still less 
the face of my father; I could not; .but quick, wins 
aays he I What excuse has he ! ' Tell me everythiag ; 
I will cling to a straw.*' 

' * " And is this the proud florence Lascelles !" 
' *^ No; it is the humUed Florence Lascelles. I hftve 
done with pride; sp&k to me." 

" Ah, what a treasure is such a heart ! How can hf 
tlirow it away!" 

** Does he deny r 
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*' He denies nothing ; he expresses himself rejoiced 
to have escaped — such was his expression — a marriage 
in which his heart nerer was engaged. Jle is unworthy 
of you; forget him." 

Florence shivered, and, as Ferrers drew her arm in 
his own, her ungloved hand touched his, and the touch 
was like that of ice. 

" What will the servants think t what excuse can we 
make t" said Ferrers, when they stood beneath the porch. 

Florence did not reply; but, as the door opened, she 
said softly, 

*' I am iU — ^ill" — and clung to Ferrers with that un- 
nerved and heavy weight which betokens faintness. 

The light glared on her; the faces of the lackeys 
betokened their undisguised astonishment. With a vio- 
lent effort she recovered herself, for she had not yet 
done with pride, swept through the hall with her usual 
stately step, slowly ascended the broad staircase, and 
gained the solitude of her own room, to fall senseless 
on the floor. 
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BOOK IX. 

SoPHOCLKt^iilinf t oVx 

*• I go, the bride of Acheron." 

MAXvvrardlra.' _ 

iftii., 1339. 

** These things are in the fature^*' 
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BOOK IX. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Stat*. I too hftve oracira 

That claim a hearinf.'* 
MlTCHKLLB'a ABIaT0PHANCa.-~7%f Knights, 

I woKDKR whether the world will perceive all the 
sublime and beautifid things there are in this work! 
My sweet Alice — I may speak of you without the 
Vanity of authorship ; for Nature moulded you, and I 
did but copy — will they discover how exquisite were 
the materials of innocence, that sin itself could not 
mar, from which you wt- re created ! You, Alice, you 
— whom it would have been impossible even for poets 
to create from the teeming fancy — the literal and sim- 
ple transcript from the real ! Two years ago^ yea, 
even two little years, I should have spoiled the can- 
vass that coldly reflects your image. I should have let 
my enthusiasm run away with me, and have overcoL- 
oured your modest and delicate hues ; but patience — 
the sequel of your fortunes is yet to come. And my 
banker, my excellent, worthy, respectable banker, the 
dolts would have liked you better if I had daubed you 
in coarser colours, and made vou a Glossop or a Rich- 
ard the Third ; aud Lumley t'errers — with your man- 
ners of wax and your heart of stone-Hsharp and bitter 
is the experience a man must have attained ere he 
could have selected you from the herd ; atid Florence, 
.the proud and peerless, and Ernest Maltravers himself, 
with his progressive changes and varying hues — oh, 
how much finer a writer they would have thought me, 
if, instead of these new combinations of human lif*', I 
hnd chalked out a villain, and a worthy, and a dwarf, 
and a caricature humourist of one phrase ! Will they 
fancy, Ernest Maltravers, that you were meant for me, 
because you are an author and a politician 1 — the sus- 
picion would flatter me — ^but there is not even a faouly 
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resemblance. Alas ! I wish I could draw myself f 
What author ever could mimic his own features t We 
are too various and' too complex to have a likeness in 
"any one of our creation. 

No ! Ernest Maltravers, yon are an original, not a 
copy ; you will not interest young, ladies and gentle- 
men half as much as if you had been a bold impostor, 
with a sneer and a swagger. What do we care, Er- 
nest t we must bide our time ; and yet, if the judgments 
of to-day are hollow, those of to-morrow we may never 
hear ! Alas ! how is the bloom faded from the face of 
life! how is the golden bowl broken at the cistern! 
Ah ! fair days of youth, when I had no name — when 
there was no such thing as experience — would I could 
recall you; perhaps in age your shadow may coibe 
back to me, though the hght be lost; for when we' 
have seen and tried all things, we return to the same 
cfonctustons as those from which we started, and in 
the glass of memory we look once more on the form 
of hope! I long for the hour wh^n 1 shall break up' 
ihy wand and drown my books; the island i hare 
dwelt in is a desert. I am growing egotistical. *' What 
has this to do with your story V^ cries some solemn 
Mr. Buyes. " Sir, t bee your pardon ; but everything 
relating to the author illustrates the work. None of 
us are half egotistical enough ! You are puzzled— let 
tis go on." 



CHAPTER II. 

'* There the afrtion liee 
Initio true nature. 

What then?. What rests 
Try what repentance can !" 

"I doabt he will be deed or erel come." 

KmgJokH. 

It was a fine afternoon in December, when Lumley 
Ferrers turned from Lord Saxingham's door. The 
knockers were muffled — the windows on the third story 
were partially closed. There was sickness in that 
house. 
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Lamley*8 face was uousually grare ; it was even sad. 
^*8o youngp— so beautiful," he muttered. "If ever f 
loved woman, 1 do believe I loved her — that love must, 
be my excuse. I repent me of what I have done—but 
I could not foresee that a mere lover^s stratagem was 
to end in such effects-^the metaphysician was very 
righl when he said, ' We only sympathize with feelings 
we know ourselves.* A little disappointment in love 
could not have hurt me much— it is d-— d odd it should 
hurt her so. I am altogether out of luck — old Temple* 
ton — I beg his pardon, Lord Vargrave--(by-the-by, he 
gets heartier every day — what a constitution he has !) 
seems cross with me. He did not like the idea that J 
should marry Lady Florence ; and, when I thought that 
vision might have been realized, hinted that I was dis 
appointing some expectations he had formed; I cauH 
make out what he means. Then, too, the government 
have offered that place to Maltravers instead of to me. 
In fact, my star is not in the ascendant. Poor Florence 
though — I would really give a great deul to know her 
w«ll — 1 have done a villanous thing, but I thought it 
only a clever one. However, regret is a fool's passion. 
By Jupiter — talking of fools-rhere comes Ceesarini.'* 

Wan, haggard, almost spectral, his hat over his brows, 
his dress neglected, his air reckless and fierce — Caesar* 
ini crossed the way and thus accosted Lumley. 

" We have murdered her, Ferrers, and a ghost will 
haunt us to our dying day." 

**Talk prose— you know I am no poet. What do 
you mean V . 

*' She is worse to-day y" groaned Ccsarini, in a hollow 
voice. ''I wander like a spectre round the house; I 
question all who come from it ; tell me— oh tell me, is 
there hope ?" 

" I do indeed trust so," replied Ferrers, fervently. 
*'The illness has only of late assumed an alarming ap- 

Eearance. At first it was merely a severe cold caught 
y imprudent exposure one ramy night. Now they 
fear it has settled on the lungs ; but if we could get her 
abroad all might be well." 
" You think so, honestly V 

" 1 do. Courage, my friend — do not reproach your- 
self; it has nothing to do with us. She was taken ill 
of a cold — not of a letter, man !'* 
^ No, no— I Jud^ ber heart by my own. Oh» that ^. 

02 
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cdQld reetU the paast I Look at tiofe ; I am the wi^dc of 
'^hat I was — day and ni^ht the recollection of my false- 
liood haunts me with remorbe.** 

" Pshaw — we will go to Italy together^ and in your 
beautiful land love wiU replace love." 

** I am half resolved, Ferrers." 

•* Ha !— to do what 1" 

** To write— to reveal ail to her." 

The hardy coinplexion of Ferrers jgrew livid; his 
brow became dark with a terrible e^j^pression. 

" Do so,vand fall the next day by my hand — my aim, 
ill slighter quarrel, never erred." 

" Do you dare to threaten me ?" 

" Do you dare to betray me ? betray one who, if he 
sinned, siuned on your account — ^in your cause— who 
Would have secured to you the loveliest bride and the 
most princely dower in England ; and whose only of- 
fence to ]^ou is that he cannot command life and health !" 

^* Forgive me," said the Italian, with great emotion, 
" forgive me-^and do not misunderstand ; I would not 
have betrayed you, there is honour among villains. I 
would have confessed only my own crime; I would 
never have revealed yours — why should I ? — it is un- 
necessary." 

•* Are you in earnest— are you sincere 1" 

" By my soul.'' 

" Then, indeed, you are worthy of my friendship ; you ' 
will assume the whole forgery — an ugly word, but it- 
avoids circumlocution — to be your own t" 

" I will." 

Ferrers paused a moment, and then stopped suddenly 
short. 

" You will swear this ?*' 

"ByaUthat is holy." 

"Then — mark me, Caesarini— if to-morrow Lady Flor- 
ence be worse I will throw no obstacle in the way of 
your confession, should you resolve to make it ; I will 
even use that influence which yon leave me to palliate 
your offence, to win your pardon. And yet to resign your 
hopes — to surrender one so loved to the arms of one so 
hated — it is magnanimous— it is noble— it is above«m'y 
standard ! Do as you will." 

Caesarini was about to reply, when a servant on horse* 
back abruptly turned the comer, almost at full speed. 
Uefulled4n- his^y^feiiupon LuailejEr-h&diaiiiounted 
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•'Oh, Mr. Fcrrert,** said the man, breathlessly, •*! 
have been to yonr house ; they told me I might find you 
at Lord Saxingbam's — i was just going there." 

** Well, well, what is the matter V 

" My poor master, sir— my lord, I mean.^' 

•'WhHtof him!" 

" Had a fit, sir— the doctors are with him — ^my mis- 
tress — for my lord can't speak — sent me express for 
you." 

** Lend me your horse — ^there, just lengthen the stir- 
rups." 

while the groom was engaged at the saddle Ferrers 
tum^ to Cffisarini. *' Do nothing rashly," said he ; ** I 
Would say, if I might, nothing without consulting me ; 
but mind, I rely, at aU events, on your promise — ^your 
oath." 

" You may," said Cssarini, gloomily 

'* Farewell, then," said Lumley, as he mounted, and 
in a few moments was out of sight. 



CHAPTER in. 

«« Oh world, thoa watt theforest to Uuthtit; 
• * * * * 

Doftt thou here lie?** 

Julius CjBSAit. 

As Lumley leaped from his horse at his uncle's door, 
the disorder and bustle of those demesnes, in which 
the severe eye of the master usually preserved a re- 
pose and silence as complete as if the affairs of life 
were carried on by clockwork, struck upon him sensi- 
bly. Upon the trim lawn the old women employed in 
cleaning and weeding the walks were aU assembled in a 
cluster, shaking their heads ominously in concert and 
carrying on their comments in a confused whisper. In 
the- hall the housemaid (and it was the first housemaid 
whom Lumley had ever seen in that house — so invisi- 
bly were the wheels of the domestic machine carried 
on) was leaning on her broom, ** swallowing with open 
mouth a footman's news." IX was as if, with the first 
Blackening of the* rigid rein, human nature broke looser 
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from the conventual stillness in which it had ever paced 
its peaceful path in that formal mansion. 

" How is he V 

" My lord is better, sir ; he has spoken, I believe.*' 

At this moment a young face, swollen and red with 
weeping, looked down from the stairs ; and presently 
Evelyn rushed breathlessly into the hall. 

'^ Oh, come up— come up, cousin Lumley ; he cannot, 
cannot die in your presence ; vou always seem so fuU 
of life ! He cannot die ; you do not think he will die. 
Oh take me with you — they won't let me go to him." 

*^ Hush, my dear little girl, hush ; follow me lightly — 
that is right. ^' 

Lumley reached the door — tapped gently — entered ; 
and the child also stole in unobserved, or at least un- 
prevented. Lumley drew aside the curtains; the new 
lord was lying on his bed, with his head propped by pil- 
lows; his eyes wide open with a glassy, but not in- 
sensible stare, and his countenance fearfully changed. 
Lady Vargrave was kneeling on the other side of the 
bed, one hand clasped in her husband's, the other 
bathing his temples, and her tears falling, without sob 
or sound, fast and copiously down her psde fair cheeks. 

Two doctors were conferring in the recess of the 
window ; an apothecary was mixing drugs at a table ; 
and two of the oldest female servants of the house were 
standing near the physicians trying to overhear what 
was said. 

" My dear, dear uncle, how are you V asked Lumley. 

*' Ah, you are come, then," said the dying man, in a 
feeble yet distinct voice ; *' that is well — 1 have much 
to say to you." 

" But not now — not now — you are not strong 
enough," said the wife, imploringly. 

'I'he doctors moved to the bedside. Lord Vargravo 
waved his hand and raised his head. 

" Gentlemen," said he, " I feel as if death were hast* 
ening upon me ; I have much need, while my senses re- 
main, to confer with my nephew. Is the present a fit- 
ting time — if I delay, are you sure that I shall have any 
other 1" 

The doctors looked at each other. 

"My lord," said one, " it may p^^rhaps settle and re» 
lieve your mind to converse with your nephew ; after 
wu^ yon may bettor oompoae yourself to slaep,'' 
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•^'fake this cordial then," Jiaid the other doctor. 

The sick man obeyed. One of the physicians ap- 
proached Liimley, and beckoned hhn aside. 

** Shall we send for his lordship's lawyer !" whispered 
the leech. 

" i am his heir-at-law," thought Lumley. " Why no, 
my dear sir — no, I think not, unless he expresses a de- 
sire ; doubtless my poor uncle has akeady settled his 
Worldly affairs. What is his state V 

The doctor shook his head. \' I will speak to you, 
sir, after you have left his lordship." 

'* What is the matter there t" cried the patient, 
sharply and querulously. *' Clear the room ; I would 
be atone with my nephew." 

The doctors disappeared ; the old women reluctantly 
followed ; when, suddenly, the little Evelyn sprang for- 
ward and threw herself on the breast of the dying man, 
sobbing as if her heart would break. 

" My own child — my sweet child — my own, own dar- 
ling/' gasped out Lord Vargrave, folding his weak arms 
around her ; '^ bless you — ^bless you ! and God will bless 
you. My wife," he added, with a voice far more tea 
aer than Lumley had ever before heard him address to 
Lady Vargrave, " if these be the last words I utter to 
you, let them express all the gratitude I feel for you 
for duties never more piously discharged ; you did not 
love me, it is true, and in health and pride that knowl- 
edge often made me unjust to yotf. I have been a 
severe husband ; you have had much to bear — ^forgive 
me." 

" Oh, do not talk thus ; you have been nobler, kinder 
than my deserts. How much I owe you— how little I 
have done in return !" 

" I cannot bear this — ^leave me, my love— leave me. 
1 may live yet— I hope I may — I do not want to die. 
The cup may pass from me. Go-»-go— and you, my 
ehild." 

"Ah, let me stay," 

Lord Vargrave kissed the little creature as she clung 
to his neck with passionate affection, and then, placing 
her in her mother's arms, fell back exhausted on h.s 
pillow. Lumley. with handkerchief to his eyes, opened 
the door to Lady Vargrave, who sobbed bitterly, and 
carefully closing it, resumed his station by his uncle. 

When Lumley Ferrers left the room his countenance 
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was gloomy and excited, rather than sad. He hurried 
to the room which he usually occupied, and remained 
there for some hours while bis uncle slept — a long and 
sound sleep. But the mother and the stepchild (now 
restored to the sick-room) did not desert their watch. 

It wanted about an hoiur to midnight when the senior 
physician sought the nephew. 

" Your uncle asks for you, Mr. Ferrers ; and I think 
it right to say that his last moments approach. We 
have done all that can be done.*' 

" Is he fully aware of his danger ^" 

*' He is ; and has spent the last two hours in prayer 
— it is a Christian's deathbed, sir." 

" Humph !" said Ferrers, as he followed the physician. 

The room was darkened — a single lamp, carefully 
shaded, burned on a table, on which lay the Book of Life 
in Death ; and with awe, rather than grief, on thf ir 
faces, the mother and the child were kneeling beside 
the bed. 

" Come here, Lumley," faltered forth the fast-d3ing 
man. ** There are none here but you three — nearest 
and dearest to me — that is well. Lumley, then, you 
know all — my wife, he knows all. My child, give 
your hand to your cousin — so you are now plighted. 
When you grow up, Evelyn, you will know that it is 
my last wish and prayer that you should be the wife of 
Lumley Ferrers. By giving you this angel, Lumley, I 
atone to you for all seeming injustice, ^nd to you, 
my child, I secure the rank and honours to which I 
have painfully climbed, and which I am forbidden to en- 
joy. Be kind to her, Lumley — ^you have a good and 
frank heart — let it be her shelter — she has never known 
a harsh word. God bless you all, and God forgive 
me — pray for me. Lumley, to-morrow you will be 
Lord Vargrave, and by-and-by" (here a ghastly but ex- 
ultant smile flitted over the speaker's countenance) 
" you will be my lady — Lady Vargrave. Lady— so — so 
Lady Var— " 

The words died on his trembling lips; he turned 
round, and though he conthiued to breathe (>*t more 
than an hour, Lord Va/grave never uttered another syl- 
lable. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

" Hopes iind feurs 
Start np atarm'd, unH o*er file's narrow verge 
Look down—on what ? a fathomless ab>88 '* 

YOITNO. 

** Contempt, farewell, and, maiden pride, adieu !'* 

Mitch Ado abdut Nothing* 

Th« wound which Maltravers had received was peculi- 
arly severe and rankling. It is true that he had never been 
what is called violently in love with Florence Lascelles; 
but from the moment in which he had been touched 
and surprised into the character of a declared suitor, it 
was consonant with his scrupulous and loyal nature to 
view only the bright side of Florence's gifts and quali- 
ties, and to seek to enamour his grateful fancy with her 
beauty, her genius, and her tenderness for himself. He 
had thus forced and formed his thoughts and hopes to 
centre all in one object ; and Florence and the future 
had grown words which conveyed the same meaning 
to his mind. Perhaps he felt more bitterly her sudden 
and stunning accusations, couched as they were in lan- 
guage 80 unqualified, because they fell upon his pride 
rather than his affection, and were not softened away 
by the thousand excuses and remembrances which a 
[Passionate love would have invented and recalled. It 
WHS a deep concentrated sense of injury and insult, 
that hardened and soured his whole nature — wbunded 
vanity, wounded pride, and wounded honour. And the 
blow, too, came upon him at a time when he was most 
dissatisfied with all other prospects. He was disgusted 
with the littleness of the agents and springs of political 
life ; he hnd formed a weary contempt of the barrenness 
of literary reputation. At' thirty years of age he had 
necessarily"*]Outlived the sanguine elasticity of early 
vouth, and he had already broken up many of those 
later toys in business and ambition which afford the 
rattle and the hobby-horse to our maturer manhood. 
Always asking for something too refined and too exalt- 
ed for human life, every new proof of unworthiness in 
men and things saddened ot revolted a mind still too 
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fastidious for that quiet contentment with the world as 
it is which we must all learn before we can make our 
philosophy practical, and our genius as fertile of the 
nanrest as it may be prodigal of the blpssom. Haugh- 
ty, solitary, and unsocial, the orainaiy resources of 
mortified and disappointed men were not for Ernest 
Maltravers. Rigidly secluded in his coui^try retirement, 
he consumed the days in moody . wanderings; and in 
the evenings he turned to books with a spirit disdainful 
and fatigued. So much had he already learned, that 
books taught him little that he did not already know. 
And the biographies of authors, those ghostlike beings 
who seem to have had no life but in the shadow of their 
own haunting and imperishable thoughts, dimmed the 
inspiration he might have caught from their p»ges« 
Those slaves of the lamp, those silkworms of thu 
closet, how little had they enjoyed, how little had they 
lived ! Condemned to a mysterious fate by the wholor 
sale destinies of the world, they seemed born but to 
toil and to spin thoughts for the common herd ; and, 
their task performed in drudgery and in darkness, to diq 
when no further service could be wrung from their ex- 
haustion. Names had they been in life, and as name^ 
they lived for ever, in life as in death, airy and unsub- 
stantial phantoms. It pleased Maltravers at this tima 
to turn a curious eye towards the obscure and half-ex- 
tinct philosophies of the ancient world. He compared 
the Stoics with the Epicureans — those Epicureans who 
had given their own version to the simple ana abste- 
mious utilitarianism of their master. He asked which 
was the wiser, to deaden pain or to sharpen pleasure— * 
to bear all or to enjoy aU — and, by a natural reactioii 
which often happens to us in life, this man, hitherto so 
earnest, active-spirited, and resolved on great things, 
began to yearn lor the drowsy pleasures of indolence. 
The garden grew more tempting than the porch. H^ 
seriously revolved the old alternative of the Grecian 
demigod — ^might it not be wiser to abandon the grave 
pursuits to which he had been addicted; to dethrone the 
ausust but severe ideal in his heart ; to cultivate the 
light loves and voluptuous trifles of the h^rd; and to 
plant the brief space of youth yet left to htnfi with th^ 
myrtle and the rose ? As water flows over water, so 
new schemes rolled upon new, sweeping away every 
momentary impression, and leaving the surface {^(^ 
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BtpaiXtf to tecQire and to forget. 8ueh is a comnKMi 
state with imaginative men in those crises of lifo when 
some great revolutioa of designs and hopes mset- 
tles elements too susceptible of every changing wind. 
And thus the weak are destroyedy while the strong re- 
lapse,, after terrible but unknown convulsions, into that 
solemn harmony and order from which Destiny and God 
draw their uses to mankind. 

It was from this irresolute contest between antago- 
nist principles that Maltravers was aroused by the fol- 
lowing letter from Florence LascelleS :-^ 

** For three days and three sleepless nights I have 
debated with myself whether or not I ought to address 

rou. Oh, Ernest, were I what I was, in health, in pride, 
might fear that, generous as you are, you would mis- 
construe my appeal; but that is now impossible. Our 
union never can take plaoe, and my hopes bound them- 
selves to one sweet and melancholy hope — that you 
will remove from my last hours the cold and dark shad- 
ow of your resentment. We have both been cruelly 
deceived and betrayed. Three days ago I discovered 
the perfidy that has been practised against us. And 
thf*n, ah, then, with all tlie weak human anguish of dis- 
covering it too late (your curse is fulfilled^ Ernest !), I 
had at teast one moment of proud, of exquisite rapture. 
Ernest Maltravers, the hero of my dreams, the god of 
my worship, stood pare and lofty as of old— a thing it 
was not nnworthy to love, to mourn, to die for. A Tet- 
ter in your handwriting had been shown me, garbled 
and altered, as it seems ; but I detected not the impos- 
ture ; it was yourself— yourself alone, brought in false 
and horrible witness against yourself ! And could you 
think tkat any other evidence — the words, the oaths of 
others, would have convicted you in my eyes % There 
yim wronged me. S^t I deserved it ; I had bound my- 
self to aecresy ; the seal is taken from my lips in order 
to be set upon my tomb. Ernest, beloved Ernest — ^be- 
loved till the last breath is extinct — till the last throb 
of this heart is stilled !•— write me one word of comfort 
and of ps^on. You will believe what I have imper- 
fectly written, for yo« ever trusted my faith, if you have 
blamed my faults. I am now comparatively happy : a 
word Arom you will make me blessed. And fate has, 
perhaps, been more m«*reiful to both than, in our shorv 
fluiited and quevMhwia-huflUA Wioii»^R^miihl9fefbapa» 
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belieye ; for, now that the frame is brought low, and, hi 
the solitude of my chrimber, I can duly and humbly 
commune with mine own heart, I see the aspect of 
those fault? which 1 once mistook for virtues* and feel 
that, had we t>een united, I, loving you ever, might not 
have constituted your happiness, and so have known 
the misery of losing your affection. Alay He who 
formed you for glorious and yet all unaccomplished 
purposes strengthen you when these eyes can no long- 
er sparkle at your triumphs or weep at your lightest 
sorrow. You will go on in your broad and luminous 
career. A few years, and my remembrance will have 
left but the vestige of a dream behind : but — but— I can 
write no more. God bless you !" 



^ CHAPTER V. 

** Oh stop this headlong current of yoor goodness ; 
It comes too fast upon a feeble soul." 

Dryoen's SdMuHan and Dorat, 

The smooth physician had paid his evening visit. 
Lord Saxingham had gone to a cabinet dinner, for life 
must ever walk side by side with death ; and Lady Flor- 
ence Lascelles was alone. It was a room adjoining her 
sleeping apartment — a room in which, in the palmy days 
of the brilliant and wayward heiress, she had loved to 
display her fanciful and peculiar taste. There had she 
been accustomed to muse, to write, to study ; there had 
she first been dazzled by the novel glow of Ernest's un- 
diurnal and stately thoughts ; there had she first con- 
^ ceived the romance of girlhood, which had led her to 
confer with him unknown ; there ^had she first confessed 
to herself that fancy had begotten love ; there had she 
gone through love's short and exhausting progress of 
lone emotion ; the doubt, the hope, the ecstasy ; the re* 
ve^rse, the terror ; the inanimate despondency, the ago- 
nized despair! and there, now, sadly and patiently 
she awaited the graduaJ march of inevitable dertay. 
And books, and pictures, and musical insrruments, and 
marble busts, half shadowed by classic ^draperies, and- 
all the delicate dei^aaces of womaoty.refiaemeaty still. 
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inyested the chamber wfth a grace as cheerful as if 
youth and beauty were to be the occupants for ever; 
and the dark and noisome vault were not the only last- 
ing residence for the things of clay ! 

Florence Lascelles was dying ; but not, indeed, wholly 
of that common, if mystic malsujy, a broken heart. Her 
liealth — always delicate, because always preved upon 
by a nervous, irritable, and feverish spirit — had been 
gradually and invisibly undermined even before Ernest 
confessed his love. In the singular lustre of those 
•iHrge-pupilled eyes, in the luxuriant transparency of 
thst glorious bloom, the experienced might, long since 
have traced the seeds which cradle death. In the night, 
when her restless and maddened heart so imprudently 
drove her forth to forestall the communication of Lum- 
ley (whom she had sent to Maltravers, she scarce knew 
fur what object, or with what hope) — ^in that night she 
was already in a high state of fever. The rain and the 
chill struck the growing disease within ; her excitement 
gave it food and fire ; delirium succeeded — and in «that 
most fearful and fatal of all medical errors, wlfth robs 
t)ie frame, when it most needs strength, of the very 
principle of life, they had bled her into a temporary 
calm and into permanent and iilcurable weakness. 
Consumption seized its victim. The physicians that at- 
tended her were the first in London, and Lord Saxiiig- 
ham was firmly persuaded that there was no danger. 
It was not in his nature to think that death would take 
so great a liberty with Lady Florence Lascelles when 
there were so many poor people in the world whom 
there would be no impropriety in removing from it. 
But Florence knew her danger, and her high spirit did 
not quail before it. Yet when CaBsarini, stung beyond 
endurance by the horrors of his remorse, wrote and con- 
fessed all his own share of the fatal treason, though, 
faithful to his promise, he concealed that of his accom- 
plice ; then, ah, then she did indeed repine at her doom, 
and long to look once more with the eyes of love and 
joy upon the face of the beautiful world. But the ill- 
ness of the body usually brings out a latent power and 
philosophy of the soul which health never knows; and 
God has mercifully ordained it as the customary lot of 
natuie,that, in proportion as we decline into the grave, 
the sloping path is made smooth and easy to our feet; 
aad every day, as the films of clay ase removed from 
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•ur eyes, death loses the false aspect of the speetrs, 
and we fall at last into its arms as a wearied child upon 
the bosom of its mother. 

It was with a heavy heart that Lady Florence lis^ 
lened to the monotonous cHckinf of the clock that an- 
nounced the departure of moments few, yet not pre- 
cious, still spared to her. Her face buried in her 
hands, she bent over the small table beside her sofa, 
and indulged her melancholy thoughts. Bowed was 
the haughty crest, unnerved the elastic shape that had 
once seemed bom for majesty and command ; no friends 
were near, for Florence had never made friends. Sci*- 
itary had been her youth, and solitary were her dying 
hours. 

As she thus sat and mused, a souad of earriage* 
wheels in the street below slightly shook the r(iom-*-it 
ceased — the carriage stopped at the door. Florence 
looked up. '* No, no, it cannot be,*' she muttered ; yet 
while she spoke a faint flush psssed over her suoJ^esi 
and faded cheek, and the bosom heaved b«iieath the 
robe, *a world too wide for Its shrunk" proportions. 
There was a silence, which to her seemed interrainabley 
and she turned away with a deep sigh and a chill aii^c^ 
ing of the heart. 

At this time her woman enteved with a meaning and 
flurried look. 

** I beg your pardon, my lady ; but—'* 

"But what r 

" Mr. Maltravers has called and asked for your lady- 
ship ; so, my lady, Mr. Burton sent for me, and I said 
my lady is too unwell to see any one ; but Mr. Maltrav<- 
ers would not be denied, and he is waiting in my lord's 
library, and insisted en my coming up and 'nouncing 
him, my lady." 

Now Mrs. Shinfield's words were not euphnnistic nor 
her voice mellifluoas, but never had eloquence seemed 
to Florence so effective. AH youth, love, beauty, rush- 
ed back upon her at once, brightening her eyes, her 
cheek, and filling up ruin with sudden and deceitful 
light. 

" Well," she said, after a pause, ^ let Mr. Maltravers 
come up." 

**• Come up, my lady! Bless me ! let me just 'rsngft 
your hair ; your ladyship is really in such dish-a-bill." 

'* Best as it is» Shinfield ; he will excuse all. Go.' 
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Mrs. Shinffeld shrugged her shoulders, and departed.- 
A few moments more — a step on the stairs, the creak- 
ing of the door — and Maltrdvers and Florence were 
again alone. He stood motionless on the threshold. 
She had involuntarily risen, and so they stood oppo- 
site to each other, and the lamp fell full upon her face. 
Oh, Heaven ! when did that sight cease to haunt thiS 
heart of Maltravers ! When shall that altered aspect 
not pass as a ghost before his eyes ! there it is, faithful 
and reproachful, alike in soUtudes and in crowds ; it is 
seen in the glare of noon ; it passes .dim and wan at 
night, beneath the stars add the earth ; it looked into 
his heart, and left its likeness there for ever and for 
ever ! Th(»se cheeks, once so beautitully rounded, now 
sunken into lines and hollows ; the livid darkness be- 
neath the eyes ; the whitened lip ; the sharp, anxious, 
worn expression, which had replaced that glorious and 
beaming regard, from which all the life of genius, all the 
sweet pride of womanhood had glowed forth, and in 
which not only the intellect, but the eternity of the soul 
seemed visibly wrought ! 

There he stood aghast and appalled. At length a low 
groan broke from his lips ; he rushed forward, sank on 
his knees beside her, and, clasping both her hands, sob- 
'bed aloud as he covered them with kisses. All the iron 
of his strong nature was broken down, and his emotions, 
long silenced, and now uncontrollable and resistless, 
were something terrible to behold ! 

" Do not, do not weep so," murmured Lady Florence, 
frightened by his vehemence; **1 am sadly changed, 
but the fault is mine. Ernest, it is mine; best, kindest, 
gentlest, how could I have been so mad ; and you for- 
give me ? 1 am yours again, a little while yours. Ah, 
do not grieve while I am so blessed !" 

As she spoke her tears — ^tears from a source how 
different from that whence broke the scorching and in- 
tolerable agony of his own — fell soft upon his bended 
head and the hands that still convulsively strained hers. 
Maltravers looked wildly up into her countenance, and 
shuddered as he saw her attempt to smile. He rose 
abruptly, threw himself into a chair, and coverd his face. 
He was seeking by a violent effort to master himself, 
and it was only by the heaving of his chest, and now 
and then a gaisp as for breathy that he betrayed the 
wormy struggle withia. 
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floronce gaxed at him a moment ia btttec, in afaaost 
-Bolfish penitence. *' And thia was the man who iseemed 
to me so callous to the softer sympathies — ^tbis was the 
heart I trampled upon-^-this the nature I distrusted !" 
She came near him, trembling and with feeble steps ^ 
she laid her hand upon his slMulder, and the fondneoa 
of love came over her, and she wound her arms around 
him. 

'^ It is our fate-— 4t is my fate,** said MattntTers aa 
last, awaking as from a hideous dream, and in a hollow 
but calm voice — ^^ we are the things of destiny, and the 
wheel has crushed us. It is an awful state of being 
this human life! What is wisdom — vktue— faith to 
men — piety to Heaven— ^all the nurture we bestow on 
ourselves — ^ali our desire to win a loftier sphere, when 
we are thus the tools of the merest chance— the vic- 
tims of the pettiest villany, and our very existence, 
our very senses almost, at the mercy of «vecy Iraitur 
and every fool V 

There was something in Ernest's voice, as well, as in 
his reflections, which appeared so unnaturaDy calm and 
deep that it startled Florence with a fear more acute 
than his previous violence had done. He rose, and 
muttering to himself, walked to and fro, aa if insensi- 
ble of her presence — in fact he was so. At length he 
stopped short, and, fixing his eyes upon Lady Florence, 
said, in a whispered and thrilling tone — 

*' Now, then, the name of our undoer !" 

*' No, Ernest, no— never, unless you promise me to 
forego the purpose which I read in your eyes. He has 
confessed— he is penitent— I have forgiven him— yoti 
will do so too !" 

"' His name !** repeated Materavers, and his lace, be- 
fore verjr flushed, was unnaturally pale. 

•' Forgive him— promise me." 

** His name, I say— woman, his name !" and Mai- 
travers stamped on the floor with fury. 

" Is this kind ? you terrify me — ^you will kiU me,^ 
■faltered out Florence, and she sunk on the sofa ex« 
hausted : her nerves, now so weakened, were perfectly 
tnstrung by his vehemence, and she wrung her hands 
and wept piteously. 

^ You will not t^ll me his natne," aaid Jfaltraveia, 
'iaalead^inalieradioiis. ^Beitjia. IwiUaakno 
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inore. I can discover it myself. God the ATcnger will 
feveal it.** 

At that thought he grew more composed ; and, as 
Florence wept on, the unnatural concentration and 
liereeiMps of his mind again gave way, and, seatmff 
himself beside her, he uttered all that could sooth, and 
comfort, and console. And Florence was soon soothed ! 
And there, while tover their heads the grim skeleton was 
holding the funeral pall, they again exchanged their 
TOWS, and again, with feelings fonder than of old, spoke 
of lore^ f 



CHAPTER VI. 

*' Erichtho, thmi, 
Breathes ber dire nranmin which enforce him beer 
Her baneful secrets to the spirits of horror/* 

Maklow. 

WrrR a heavy step Maltravers ascended the stairs of 
his lonely house that night, and heavily, with a sup- 
pressed groan, did he sink upon the first chair that prof- 
fiered rest. 

It was intensely cold. During his long' interview 
with Lady Florence, his servant had taken the precau- 
. Hon to fo to Seamore Place, und make some hasty 
preparations for the owner's return. Bnt the bedroom 
looRod comfortless and bare, the curtains were taken 
down, the carpets were taken up (a single man's house- 
keeper is wonderlVilly provident in these matters : the 
moment* his back is turned, she bustles, she displaces, 
she exults ; *' things can be put a little to rights !"). 
Even the fire would not bum clear, but gleamed sullen 
and fitful from the smothering fuel. It was a large 
chamber, and the lights imperfectly filled it On the 
fable lay parliamentary papers and pamphlets, and bills, 
and presentation-books from younger authors, evidences 
of the teeming business of that restless machine th» 
world. But of all this Maltravers was not sensible : the 
winter frost numbed not his feverish veins. His ser- 
vant, who loved him, as all who saw much of Maltravers 
flidf iidgcrted an»ionaty aibout4he iEooio,..aod ^lifid tfaA 
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mtilen fire, and laid out the comfortable dre88ing*robet, 
and placed wine oil the table, and asked quesiious which 
w«re not answered, and pressed service which was not 
heeded. The little wheels of life go on. even when the 
great wheel is paralyzed or broken. Maltravers whs, 
if I may so express it, in a kind of mental trance. His 
emotions had left him thoroughly exhausted. He felfc 
that torpor which succeeds, and is again the prectursor 
of, great wo. At length he was alone, and the solitude 
half unconsciously restored liiro. P^or it may be ob- 
served, that when misfortune has stncken us home, the 
presence of any one seems to interfere between the 
memory and the heart. Withdraw the intruder, and the 
lifted hammer falls at once upon the anvil ! He rose as 
the door closed on his attendant — rose with a start, and 
pushed the hat from his gathered brows. He walked 
for some moments to and fro, and the air of the room, 
freezing as it was, oppressed him. 

There are times when the arrow quivers within us — 
in which all space seems too confined. Like the 
wounded hart, we could fly on for ever ; there is a vague 
desire of escape ; a yearning, almost insane, to get out 
from our own selves : the soul struggles to fiee away, 
and take the wings of the morning. 

Impatiently, at last, did Maltravers throw open bis 
window ; it communicated upon a balcony, built out to 
command the wide view which, from a certain height, 
that part of the park affords. He stepped into the bal- 
cmy and bared his breast to the keen air. The uncom- 
fottable and icy heavens looked down upon the hoar- 
rime that gathered over the grass and the ghostly 
boughs of the deathlike trees. All things in the world 
without brought the thought of the grave, and the pause 
of being, and the withering up of beauty, clnser and 
closer to his soul. In the paJpable and griping winter, 
dea*h itself seemed to wind around him its skeleton and 
joyless arms. And as thus he stood, and, wearied with 
contending against, passively yielded to, the bitter pas- 
sions that wrung and gnawed his heart, he heard not 
a sound at the door below, nor the footsteps on the 
stairs, nor knew he that a visiter was in his room, till 
he felt a hand upon his shoulder, and, turning round, he 
beheld the white and livid countenance of Castruccio 
Cssarini. 

'^ It is a dreary nigl^t and a soleam hour, Maltraverst^ 
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said the Italian, with a distorted smile ; " a fitting night 
and time for my interview with you." 

'* Away," said Maltravers, in an impatient tone. " I 
am not at leisure for these mock heroics." 

^' Ay, but you shall bear me to the end. I have 
watched your arrival; I have counted the hours in 
which you remained with her; 1 have followed you 
home. If you have human passions, humanity itself 
mu9t be dried up within you, and the wild beast in his 
caveru is not more fearful to encoimter. Thus, then. 
I seek and brave you. Be still. Has Florence revealed 
to you the name of him who belied you, and who be- 
trayed herself to the death ?" 

" Ha !" said Maltravers, growing very pale, and fixing 
his eyes on Caesarini, " you are not the man ; my sus- 
picions lighted elsewhere." 

*' I am the man. Do thy worst." 

Scarce were the words uttered, when, with a fierce 
cry, Maltravers threw himself on the Italian ; he tor« 
him from his footing, he grasped him in his arms as a 
child, he literally whirled him around and on high ; and 
in that maddenmg paroxysm it was, perhaps, but the 
balance of a feather, in the confiicting elements of re* 
venge and reason, which withheld Maltravers from 
hurling the criminal from the fearful height on which 
they stood. The temptation passed ; C«sarini leaned, 
safe, unharmed, but half senseless with mingled rage 
and fear, against the wall. 

He was alone ; Maltravers had left him; had fled from 
himself; fled into the chamber; fled for refuge from 
human passions to the wing of the All Seeing and AU 
Present. " Father," he groaned, sinking on his knees, 
*' support me, save me : without thee I am lost !" 

Slowly Caesarini recovered himself and re-entered 
the apartment. A string in his brain was already loos- 
ened, and, sullen and ferocious, he returned again to 
goad the Hon that had spared him. Maltravers had al- 
ready risen from his brief prayer. With locked and 
rigid countenance, with arms folded on his breast, he 
stood confronting the Italian, who advanced towards him 
with a menacing brow and arm, but halted involuntarily 
at the sight of that commanding aspect. 

*' Well, then," said Maltravers at last, with a tone 
preternaturally calm and low, ^^ you jure the man* Speak 
on ; what arts did you employ V 
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"Your own letter! When, many months ago, I 
wrote to tell you of the hopes it was mine to conceive, 
and to ask your opinion of hrr I loved, how did you an- 
swer me 1 With doubts, with depreciation, with covert 
and polished scorn, of the very woman whom, with a 
deliberuie treachery, you afterward wrested from my 
worshipping and adoring love. That letter 1 garbledf. 
1 made the doubts you expressed of my happiness seem- 
doubts of your own. I changed the dates. 1 made the 
letter itself appear written, not on your first acquaint- 
ance with her, but subsequent to your plighted and ac- 
cepted vows. Your own handwriting convicted you <jf 
mean suspicion and of sordid motives. These were 
»iy arts." 

" They were most noble. Do you abide by them, or 
lepont 1" 

" For what I have done to thee I have no repentance. 
Nay, I regard thee still as the aggressor. Thou hast 
robbed me of her who was all the world to me : and, be 
thine excuses what they may, I hate thee with a hate 
that cannot slumber — that abjures the abject name of 
remors**. I exult in the very agonies thou endurest. 
But for her, the stricken, the dying! God, God! 
The blow falls upon mine own head !" 

** Dying !" said Maltravers, slowly, and with a shudder. 
'• No, no — not dying — or what art thou t Her murderer ! 
And what must 1 be ? Her avenger !" 

Overpowered with his own passions, Caesarini sank 
down, and covered his face with his clasped hands. 
Maltraverb stalked gloomily to and fro the apartment. 
There was silence for some moments. 

AX length Maltravers paused opposite Caesarini, and 
thus addressed him. 

" You have come hither, not sp much to confess the 
basest crime of which man can be guilty, as to gloat 
over my anguish, and to brave me to revenge my 
wrongs. Go, man, go ; for the present you are safe. 
"While she lives, my life is not mine to hazard ; if sh<J 
recover, 1 can pity you and forgive. To me your of- 
fence, foul though it be, sinks below contempt rtself. It 
is the consequences of that crime as they relate to— to 
— that noble and suffering woman, which can alone 
raise the despicable into the^ Jiiagic, and make your life 
a worthy and a necessary offering, not to revenge, but 
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jBstice : life for life, victim for victim. 'Tis the old 
law — ^*tis a righteous one." 

'* You shall not, with your accursed coldness, thus 
dispose of me as you wiU, and arrogate the option to 
smite or save. No,*^ continued Gsesarini, stamping his 
foot ; " uo ; far from seeking forbearance at your hands, 
I dare and defy you. You think I have injured you ; I, 
on the other hand, consider the wrong has come from 
you. But for you. she might have loved me, have been 
mine. Let that pass. B it for you, at least it, is certam 
thrit I should neither have sullied my soul with a vile 
sin, nor brought the brightest of human beings to the 
grave. If she dies, the murder may be mine, but you 
were the cause, the devil that tempted to the offence. 
I defy and spit upon you ; I have no softness left in me ; 
my veins are fire ; my heart thirsts for blood. You — 
you — have still the privilege to see, to bless, to tend 
her; audi — I, who loved her so — who could have kissed 
the earth she trod on — I — well, well, no matter— 1 hate 
you — I insult you — I call you villain and dastard — I 
throw myself on the laws of honour, and I demand that 
conflict you defer or deny." 

^* Home, doter, home ; fall on thy knees, and pray 
to Heaven for pardon ; m ike up thy dread account ; 
repine not at the days yet thine to wash the. black spot 
from thy soul. For, while I speak, I foresee too well 
that her days are numbered, and wirti her thread of life 
is entwined thine own. Within twelve hours from her 
last moment we meet again ; but now I am as ice and 
stone; thou canst not move me. Her closing life shall 
not be darkened by the aspect of blood— by the thought 
of the sacrifice it demands. ' Begone, or menials shall 
cast thf^e from my door; those lips are too base to 
breathe the same air as honest men. Begone, I say ; 
begone *" 

Though scarce a muscle moved in the lofty counte. 
nance of Maltravers — though no frown darkened the 
majestic brow — though no fire broke from the steadfast 
and scornful -eye. there was a kingly authority in the 
aspect, in the extended arm, the stately crest, and a 
power in the swell of th^ stern voice, which awed and 
quelled the unhappy being whose own passions exhaust-' 
ed and unmanned him. iJC^irove-to fling back scorn 
to scorn, but his lips trcMliid', and his voice died in 
hollow murmurs within liis bremst. Maltravers regard- 
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ad hfm wfth a crufthinir and intense disdain. The ItaJU 
ian, with shame and wrath, wrestled against himselC but 
in rain ; the cold eye that was fixed npon him was as 
a spell, which the fiend within him could not rebel 
agkrnst or resist. Mechanically he moved to the door ; 
then, turning round, he shook his clinched hand at Mai- 
iraverSt and, with a wild, hysterical laughs rushed from 
the apartment. 



CHAPTER VII. 

** On tctne fond breast the partfaig t#iil nliM.*' 

Not a day paused in -which Maltravers was absent 
fh)m the side of Florence. He came eaiiy, he went 
late. He subsided into his fdriuer character of an ac- 
cepted suiter, without a word of explanation wiih Lord 
Saxingham. That task was left to Florence. She 
doubtless performed it well, for his lordship seemed 
satisfied, though mve, and, almost for the first time in 
his life, sad. Maltravers never reverted to the cause of 
their uuhappy dissension. Nor from that night did he 
once give way to whatever might be his more agonized 
and fierce emotions; he never after affected to reproach 
himself; he never bewailed with a vain despair their ap- 
proaching sepanttion. Whatever it cost him, he stood 
collected and stoical in the intense power of his self- 
control. He had but one object, one desire, one hope« 
to save the Ikst hours of Florence Lascelles from every 
pang; to brighten and smooth the passage across the 
solemn bridge. His forethought, his presence of mind, 
his care, his tenderness, never forsook him for an in- 
stant ; they went beyond the attributes of men ; they 
went into all the fine, the indescribable minutiae by 
which woman makes herself '* in pain and anguish" the 
** ministering angel." It was as if he had nerved and 
braced his whole nature to one duty ; as if that duty 
were more felt than lUTection itself; as if he were re- 
solved that Florence should not remember that she had ; 
nam$tker! 
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And oh, then, how Fknrence loved tmn ! how Ihr more 
Inzurioue in its grateful and clinging fondneee was thai 
love, than the wild and jealous fire of their earher con- 
nexion. Her own character, as is often the case in 
lingering illness, became incalculably more gentle and 
•oftened down as the shadows closed around it. She 
loved to make him read and talk to her ; and her ancient 
poetry of thought now grew mellowed, as it were, into 
retigion, which is indeed poetry with a stronger wing. 
There was a world beyond the grave ; there was lifo 
out of the chrysalis sleep of death ; they would yet be 
united. And Maltravers, who was a solemn and intense 
believer in the Gbkat Hope, did not neglect Uie purest 
and highest of all the fountains of solace. 

Often, in that quiet room, in that gorgeous mansion, 
which had been the scene of all vain or worldly schemes, 
of flirtations and feaatings, and poUtical meetings and 
cabinet dinners, and. all the bubbles of the passing wave, 
often there did these persons, whose position to each 
othw had been so suddenly and so strangely changed, 
coBTeorse on those matters, daring and divine, which 
'^make the bridal of the earth and sky." 

*' How fortunate am I," said Florence, one day, ''that 
my choice fell on one who thinks as you do ! How 
your words elevate and exalt me! yet once I never 
dreamed of questioning your creed on these questions. 
It is in sorrow or sickness that we learn why faith was 
given as a soother to man ; faith, which is hope with a 
holier name ; hope that knows neither deceit nor death. 
Ah, how wisely do you speak of the philosophy of be- 
lief! It is, indeed, the telescope which leads our vision 
to the stars. And to you, Ernest, my beloved, compre- 
hended and known at last, to you I leave, when I am 
gone, that monitor, that friend ; you will know yourself 
what yon teach to me. And when you look not on the 
heaven alone, but in all space, on all the illimitable crea^ 
tion, you will know that I am there ! For the home of 
a spirit is wherever spreads the universal presence of 
God. And to what numerous stages of being, what 
paths, what duties, what active and glorious tasks: in 
other worlds may we not be reserved ; perhaps to know 
and share them together, and mount age after age higher 
in the scale of being. For surely in Heaven there is 
no pause or torpor ; we do not lie down in cidm and 
unimprovable repose. Movement and progress will re<« 
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main the law and condition of existence. And tliere 
wiU be efforts and duties for us above as there have 
been below." 

It was in this theory, which Maltravers shared, that 
the character of Florence, her overflowing life and ac- 
tivity of thought, her aspirations, her ambition, were 
still displayed. It was not so much to the calm and 
rest of the grave that she extended her unreluctant gaze, 
as to the light and glory of a renewed and progressive 
existence. 

It was while thus they sat, the low voice of Ernest, 
tranquil jret half trembling with the emotions he sought 
to restrain, sometimes sobering, sometimes yet more 
elevating the thoughts of Florence, that Lord Vargrave 
was announced, and Lumley Ferrers, who had now suc- 
ceeded to that title, entered the room. It was the first 
time that Florence had seen him since the death of his 
uncle, the first time Maltravers had seen him since the 
evening so fatal to Florence. Both started ; Maltraver» 
rose and walked to the window. Lord Vargrave took* 
the hand of his cousin, and pressed it to his lips in silence, 
while his looks betokened feelings that for once were 
genuine. 

** You see, Lumley, I am resigned," said Florence, 
with a sweet smile. *' I am resigned and happy." 

Lumley glanced at Maltravers, and met a cold, scm- 
tinizin^, piercing eye, from which he shrank with some 
confusion. He recovered himself in an instant. 

" I am rejoiced, my cousin, I am rejoiced," said he, 
very earnestly, *' to see Maltravers here again. Let us 
now hope the best." 

Maltravers walked deliberately up to Lumley, " Will 
you take my hand now too V said he, with deep mean- 
mg in his tone. 

^' More wilUngly than eyer," said Lumley ; and he did 
not quail before Ernest's eye. 

"I am satisfied," replied Maltravers, after a pause, 
and in a voice that expressed more than his words. 

There is in some natures so great a hoard of genei^ 
osity, tbat it often dulls their acuteness. Maltravers 
could not believe that frankness could be wholly a mask 
— it was an hypocrisy he knew not of. He himself 
was not incapable, had circumstances so urged him, of 
great crimes; nay, the design of one crime lay at that 
Bioment deadly and dark within his heart, for he had 
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some passions which in so resolute a character could 
produce, should the wind waken them into storm, dire 
«nd terrible effects. Even at the age of thirty, it was 
yet uncertain whether Ernest Maltravers might become 
an exemplary or an evil man. But he could sooner 
have strangled a foe than taken the hand of a man whom 
^e had once betrayed. 

*' I love to think you friends," said Florence, gazing 
at them affectionately, '* and to you at least, Lumley, 
such friendship should be a blessing. I always loved 
you much and dearly, Lumley ; loved you as a brother, 
though our characters often jarred." 

Lumley winced. " For Heaven's sake," he cried, 
" do not speak thus tenderly to me ; I cannot bear it, 
and look on you and think—" . 

" That I am dying. Kind words become us best 
when our words are approaching to the last. But 
enough of this — 1 grieved for your loss." 

" My poor uiicle," said Lumley, eagerly changing the 
conversation ; ** the shock was sudden ; and melancholy 
duties have absorbed me so till this day, that 1 could 
not come even to you. It soothed me, however, to 
learn, in answer to my daily inquiries, that Ernest was 
here. For my part," he added, with a faint smile, ^' I 
have had duties as well as honours devolved on me. I 
am left guardian to an heiress, and betrothed to a child." 

" How do you mean 1" 

'* Why, my poor uncle was so fondly attached to his 
wife's daughter that he has left her the bulk of his prop- 
erty: a. very small estate — ^not 2000/. a year — ^goes 
with the title (a new title, too, which requires twice 
as much to carry it off and make its pinchbeck pass for 
gold). In order, however, to serve a double purpose, 
secure to his protegee his own beloved peerage, and 
atone to his nephew for the loss of wealth, he has left 
it a last request that I should marry the young lady 
over whom I am appointed guardian when she is eigh* 
teen — ^alas ! I shall then be at the other side of forty ! 
If she does not take to so mature a bridegroom, she 
loses thirty, only thirty, of the 200,000/. settled upon 
her, which goes to me as a sugarplum after the nause- 
ous thought of the young lady's ' No.' Now you know 
all. His widow, really an exemplary young woman, 
has a jointure of 1500/. a year and the villa. It is not 
mu^h, but she is contented." 
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The lightness of the new peer's Ume revvUed Mai- 
travers, and he turned impatiently away. But Loid 
Vargrave, resolving not to suffer the conversation to 
glide back to sorrowful subjects, which he always hated, 
turned round to Ernest and said, *^ Well, my dear £r* 
nest, I see by the papers that you are to have N— **» 
late appointment — ^it is a very rising office. I congrafeo- 
late you." 

** I have refused,*' said Maltravers, dryly. 

"Bless me! indeed! — ^whyV • 

Ernest bit his hp and frowned ; but his glance wan- 
dering unconsciously at Florence, Lumley thought he 
detected the true reply to his question, and became 
mute. 

The conversation was afterward embarrassed and 
broken up ; Lumley went away as soon as he could, 
and Lady Florence that night had a severe fit, and could 
not leave her bed the next day. That confinement she 
had struggled against to the last ; and now, day by day, 
it grew more frequent and inevitable. The steps of 
death became accelerated ; and Lord Saxingfaam, wa* 
kened at last to the mournful truth, took his place by 
his daughter's side, and forgot that he was a cabinet 
minister. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

** Away, my friends ; why take such pains to know 
What tome bwre marble soon in church shall show.** 

ClABBI. 

It may seem strange, but Maltravers had never loved 
Lady Florence as he did now. Was it the perversity of 
human nature, that makes the things of mortality dearer 
to us in proportion as they fade from our hopes, hke 
birds whose hues are only unfolded when they take 
wing, and vanish amid the skies ; or was it that he had 
ever doted more on loveliness of mind than of form, and 
the first bloomed out the more, the more the last de- 
cayed? A thing to protect, to sooth, to shelter— oh* 
how dear it is to the pride of men ! The hau|^hty wo* 
man who can stand alone, and requires no leanmg«plac6 
in our heart, loses the spell of her sex. 



/ 



'Tt- 



COLD INTIHACIXS. 185 



I pass over those stages of deeline gratuitously pain- 
PA to re<(OFd, and which, in this case, mine cannot be 
the cold and technical hand to trace. At length came 
that time when physicians could define within a few 
days the final hour of release. And latterly the mock- 
ing pruderies of rank had been lain aside, and Maltrav- 
ers had, for some hours at least in the day, taken his 
watch beside the couch to which the admired and bril- 
liant Florence Lascelles was now almost constantly re- 
duced. But her high and heroic spirit was with her to 
the last. To the last she could endure, love, and hope. 
One day, when Maltravers left his post, she besought 
him, with more solemnity than usual, to return that 
evening. She fixed the precise hour, and she sighed 
heavily when he departed. Maltravers paused in the 
hall to speak to the physician, who was just leaving 
Lord Saxingham's library. Ernest spoke to him for 
some moments calmly, and, when he heard the fiat, he 
betrayed no other emotion than a slight quiver of the 
lip I *' I must not weep for her yet," he muttered, as 
he turned from the door. He went thence to the house 
of a gentleman of his own age, with whom he had form- 
ed that kind of acquaintance which never amounts to 
familiar friendship, but rests upon mutual respect, and 
is often more ready than professed friendship itself to 
confer mutual service. Colonel Danvers was a man 
who usually sat next to Maltravers in parliament ; they 
voted together, and thought alike on principles both of 
politics and honour; they would have lent thousands to 
each other without bond or memorandum ; and neither 
ever wanted a warm and indignant advocate when he 
was abused behind his back in the presence of the other. 
Yet their tastes and ordinary habits were not congenial ; 
and when they met in the streets, they never said, as 
they would to companions they esteemed less, '* Let us 
spend the day together.'' Such forms of acquaintance 
are not uncommon among honourable men who have 
already formed habits and pursuits of their own, which 
they cannot surrender even to friendship. Colonel 
' Banvers was not at home — they believed he was at his 
club in St. James Vstreet. Thither Maltravers bent his 
way. On arriving, he found that Danvers had been at 
the club an hour ago, and left word that he should 
shortly return. Maltravers entered and quietly sat 
down. The room was full of its daily loungers; but 
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be did not sbrink fWnii,he did ncyt eTen heed, tbeaowd 
He felt not the desire of sqlitude-^-there was S(^t«de 
enou^ within him. Sevend distinguished pnl^c moi 
were there, grouped around the fire, and many of the 
hangers-on and sateltites of political life; they were 
talking with eagerness and ammation, for it was a sear- 
son of great puty conflict. Strange as it may seeaiiy 
though Maltravers was tiien scarcely sensible of tiieir 
conversation, it aQ came back vividly and faithfully on 
him afterward, in the first hours of reflection on his own 
future plans, and served to deepen and consolidate his 
disgust of the world. They were discussing the char- 
acter of a great statesman, whom, wanned bnt by the 
loftiest and purest motives, they were unable to under- 
stand. Their gross suspicions, their coarse jealousies, 
their calculations of patriotism by place— -idl that strips 
the varnish from the face of that fair harlot, Political 
Ambition, sunk like caustic into his spirit. Jl genUe- 
man, seemg him sit silent, with his hat over his moody 
brow, civilly extended to him the paper he was reading. 
''It is the second edition; you will find the last 
French express." 

''Thank you,'' said Maltravers; and the civil man 
started as he heard the brief answer ; there was some- 
thing so inexpressibly prostrate and broken-4pirited in 
the voice that uttered it. 

Maltravers's eyes fell mechanically on the column, 
and caught his own name. That woik which, in the 
fair retirement of Temple Ghrove, it had so pleased him 
to compose — and in every page and every thought of 
which Florence had been consulted— which was so in- 
separably associated with her image and glorified by 
the light of her kindred genius— was just published. It 
had been completed long since : but the pubhsher had, 
for some excellent reason of the craft, hitherto delayed 
its appearance. Maltravers knew nothing of its publi- 
cation—he had meant, after his return to town, to have 
sent to forbid its appearance ; but his thoughts of late 
had crushed everything else out of his memory — ^he 
had forgotten its existence. And now, in all the pomp 
and parade of authorship, it was sent into the world ! 
Now, now, when it was like an indecent mockery of the 
bed of death — ^a sacrilege, an impiety ! There is a ter* 
rible disconnexion between the author and the 
the author's life and the man's life— 4be eras of 
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tnamph may be those of the most inttfimnki^t thbtigh 
unrevealedand micoiijectiired aaguislL The book that 
delighted us to €dm{M>8e may fiist come to the world 
in thft hour when all things under the sun atre joyless. 
This had been Ernest Maltravers'^ftmost favoured woric. 
tt had been conceived in a happy hour of great ambi- 
tion ; it had been executed with that desire of truth 
which in the mind of genius becomes Art. How little, 
in the solitary hours stolen jfrom sleep, had he thought 
of self, and that laboort^Hs hire oailed ''fame;" how 
had he dreamed that he was pronnrigating secrets to 
make his kind better, and wiser^ and truer to tiie amt^ 
aims of life ! How had Florence, and Florence atone, 
understood the beatings of his heart in every page ! 
And wfw ! It so chanced that th^ work was reviewed 
in the paper he read ; it was not only a hostile criticism, 
it was a personally abusive diatribe, a virulent invec- 
tive. All the motives that can darken or de/ile were 
ascribed to him. All the mean spite of some mean 
mind was sputtered fdHh. Had the writer known the 
awful blow that awaited Maltravers at that time, it is 
not in man's nature but that he would have shrunk from 
^us petty ^U upon the wrung withers ; but, as I have 
said, there is a terrible disconnexion between the author 
and the man. The first is always at our mercy, of 
the last we know nothing. At such an hour Maltrav^ 
ers Could feel none of the contempt that proud, none 
of the wrath that vain minds feel at these small stings. 
He could feel nothing but an undefhi^d abhorrence ol 
the world, and of the aims and objects he had pursued 
so long. Yet that even he did not then feel. He was 
in a dream ; but, as men remember dreams, so, when he 
awoke, did he loathe his own former aspirations, and 
sicken at their base rewards. It was the first time 
dnce his first year of inexperienced authorship that 
abuse had had the power even to vex him for a momenta 
But here. When tine cup was already full, was the drop 
that overflowed. The great column of his past world 
was gone, and all else seemed crumbling away. 

At length Colonel Danvers entered. Maltravers 
drew him aside, and they left the club. 

^ Danvers," said the latter, ^ the time in which I told 
you I should need your services is near at faand-<4el 
me see you, if possible, to-night*'* 

'* Certainly ; I shaU beat me house till eleven. Af^ 
ter that hour you will find me at home." 
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^ I thank yvo." 

*' Cannot this matter be arranged anjucably 1*' 

" No, it is a quarrel of life and death." 

" Yet the world is really growing too enlightened for 
these old mimicries of single combat.'' 

" There are some cases in which human nature and 
its deep wrongs will be ever stronger than the world 
and its philosophy. Daels and wars belong to the same 
principle ; both are sinful on light grounds and poor pre- 
texts. But it is not sinful fmr a soldier to defend hia 
country from inraaion, nor for man, with a man's hearty 
to Tincucate truth and honour with his life. The rob- 
ber that asks me for money I am allowed to shoot Is 
the robber that tears from me treasures never to be re- 
placed to go free ? These are the inconsistencies of a 
pseudo-etMcs, which, as long as we are made of flesh 
and blood, we can never subscribe to." 

"Yet the ancients," said Panvers, with a smile, 
" were as passionate as ourselves, and they dispensed 
with duels." 

** Yes, because they resorted to assassination. Per- 
haps," added Mahravers, with a gloomy frown, " they 
took the wiser, if not the nobler course of justice. As 
in revolutions all law is suspended, so are there stormy 
events and mightv injuries in life which are as revolu- 
tions to individuals. Enough of this ; it is no time to 
argue like the schoolmen. When we meet you shall 
know all, and you will judge like me. Good-day !" 

'*What, are you |foing already! Maltravers, you 
look ill ; your nand is feverish ; you should take ad- 
vice." 

Maltravers smiled— but the smile was not like his own 
— shook his head, and strode rapidly away. 

Three of the London clocks, one after the other, had 
told the hour of nine as a tall and commanding figni^ 
passed up the street towards Saxingham House. Five 
doors before you reach that mansion there is a crossing, 
and at this spot stood a young man, in whose face youm 
itself looked sapless and blasted. It was then March — 
the third of March — the weather was unusually severe 
and biting, even for that angry month. There had been 
snow in the morning, and it lay white and dreary in va- 
lious ridges along the street. But the wind was not 
still in the keen but quiet sharpness of frost : on the 
ooQtraryi it howled almost like a hurricane through tha^ 
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fSesolftte thorouf hiares, and the lamps flickered unstead*> 
dy in the ttirimlent gnsts. Perhaps it was these blsMs 
Which increased the haggaidness of aspect in the younr 
man I have mentioned. His hair, wfaidi was mo<m 
tonger than is commonly worn, was tossed wildly from 
cheeks pretematnrally shnmk, hollow, and livid ; and 
the Ihdl, thin form seemed scarcely able to snppcnt itr 
self against the rush of the winds. 

As the tall figure, which, in its masculine stature and 
proportions, and a peculiar and nameleiBs grandeur of 
bearing, strongly contrasted that of the younger man« 
now came to Uiat spot where the streets meet, it paused 
abruptly. 

^ You are here once more, Castniccio Caesarini — it 
is well !*' said the low but ringing voice of Ernest Mal^ 
travers. " This, I believe, will not be our last inter- 
view to-night." 

'* I ask you, sir," said Ocesarini, in a tone in which 
pride struggled with emotion^ *^i ask you to tell me 
how she i»— whether you know — I cannot speak*-*-" 

^ Your work is nearly done," answered Maltravers. 
** A few hours more, and your victim, for she is yours, 
will bear her tale to the great judgment^eat. Murder- 
er a^ yon are, tremble, for your own hour approaches !" 

^ She dies, and I cannot see her, and you are per« 
mittisd to that last glimpse of human perfectne^s ; you, 
wlio never loved her as I did ; you ! hated and detested ! 
you — ^" 

Caesarini paused, and his voice died away, choked in 
his own convulsive gasnings for breath. 

Maltravers looked at him, Arom the heigbioif his erect 
and lofty form, with a merciless eye; ptt in this one 
quarter Maltravers had shut out DM^Irom his soul. 

^ Week criminal !" said he, ^.fiiipme. You received 
at my hands fort>earance, frfend^p, fostering and anx 
ious care. When your own follies plungedf you into 
penury, mine was the unseen hand that plucked you 
from famine or the prison. I strove to redeem, and 
save, and raise you, and endow your miserable spirit 
with the thirst and the power of honour and independ- 
ence. The agent of that wish was Florence Lascelles ; 
you repaid us well ! a base and fraudulent forgery, at- 
taching meanness to me, fraught with agony and death 
to her. Your conscience at last smote you; you reveal- 
ed to her your crime ; one spark of manhood mode you 
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nveal it also to myself. Fresh as I was in that mo- 
ment from the contemplation of the rain you had made, 
I curbed the impulse that would have crushed the life 
from your bosom. I told you to live on while life was 
left to her. If she recovered I could forgive, if she died 
I must avenge. We entered into that solemn compact, 
and in a few hours the bond will need the seal ; it is the 
blood of one of us. Castruccio Caesarini, there is justice 
in heaven. Deceive yourself not ; you will fall by my 
hand. When the hour comes you will hear from me. 
Let me pass ; I have no more now to say." 

Every syllable of this speech was uttered with that 
thrilling distinctness which seems as if the depth of the 
heart spoke in the voice. But Oaesarini did not appear 
to understand its import. He seized Maltravers by the 
arm, and looked in his face with a wild and menacing 
glare. 

''Did you tell me she was dying V he said ; '' I ask 
vou that question, why do you not answer me ? Oh, 
by-the-way, you threaten me with your vengeance. 
Know you not that I long to meet you front to front, 
and to the death. Did I not tell you so ? did I not try 
to move your slow blood ; to insult you into a conflict 
in which I should have gloried? yet then you were 
marble." 

"Because my wrong I could forgive, and Aer«— thisre 
was then a hope that l^s might not need the atonement. 
Away !" 

. Maltravers shook the hold of the Italian from his arm 
and passed on. A wild, sharp veil of dei^air rang after 
him, and echoed in his ear as he strode the long, dim, 
solitary stairs that led to the deathbed of Florence 
Lascelles. 

Maltravers entered the room adjoining that which 
contained the sufferer; the same room, still gay and 
cheerful, in which had been his first interview with 
Florence since their reconciliation. 

Here he found the physician dozing in a fauteuil. 
Lady Florence had fallen asleep during the last two or 
three hours. Lord Saxingham was in his own apart- 
ment, deeply and noisily affected, for it was not thought 
that Florence could survive the night. 

Maltravers sat himself quietly down. Before him, 
on a table, lay several manuscript books, gavly and j[or- 
geouaky bound ; he mechanically opened them, nor* 



«nce^8 fair, noble Italian eharactero met his eye in 
every page* Her rich and active mind ; her love fbr 
poetry ; her thint for knowledge ; her indulgence oi 
deep thought^ spake from those pages like the ghosts of 
herself. Often, underscored with the marks of her ap- • 
probation, he chanced upon extracts from his own works, 
sometimes upon reflections b^r the writer herself, not 
inferior in truth and depth to his own; snatches of wild 
verse never comi^eted, but of a power and energy be- 
yond the delicate grace of lady-poets ; brief, vigorous 
criticisms on books above the common holyday studies 
of the sex; indignant and sarcastic aphcnrisms on the 
real world, with high and sad bursts of feeling upon the 
ideal one ; all, checkering and enriching the vaned vol- 
umes, told of the rare gifts with which this singular 
girl was endowed ; a heibal, as it were, of witherd blos- 
soms that might have borne Hesperian fruits. And 
sometimes, in these outpourings of the full mind and 
laden heart, were allusions to himself, so tender and so 
touching ; the pencilled outlines of his features traced 
by memory in a thousand aspects ; the reference to 
former interviews and conversations; the dates and 
hours marked vnith a woman's minute and treasuring 
care ! all these tokens of genius and of love spoke to 
him with a voice that said — ^^ And this creature is lost 
to you for ever : you never appreciated her till the time 
for her departure was irrevocably fixed !'' 

Maltravers uttered a deep groan ; aQ the past rushed 
over Mm. Her romantic and imaginative passion for 
one yet unknown ; her interest in his glory ; her zeal 
for his life of life ; his spotless and haughty name. It 
was as if with her fame and ambition were dying also, 
and henceforth nothing but common clay and sordid 
motives were to be left on earth. 

How sudden, how awfully sudden, had been the '> 

blow! True, there had been an absence of some 
months in which the change had operated. But ab^ 
sence is a blank ; a nonentity. He had left her in ap- 
parent health ; in the tide of prosperity and pride. He 
saw her again — stricken dovm in body and temper-— 
chastened — humbledr-dying. And this being, so bright 
and lofhr, how had she loved him! Never had he been 
so loved, except in that morning dream haunted by the 
vision of the lost and dim-remembered Alice. Never 
on earth could he be so loved again. Tlie air and as- 
pect of the who^e chamber grew ta him painful and op- 
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premve. It was fnll of b«r— the owimr ! fliere Hm 
niurp, which so well became her muselike fonn that il 
was associaied with her like a part of herself! There 
the pictures, fresh and glowing from her hand — ^the graco 
— tlM harmony-^the classic and simple taste every* 
where displayed ! 

Rossean has left to ns an immortal portrait of tho 
lover waiting for the first embraces of his mispress. 
Bat to wait with a pulse as feveiish, a brain as dizxy, 
for her last look ; to await the moment of despair, not 
of rapture ; to feel the alow and dull time as palpable a 
load upon the heart, yet to shrink from your own im- 
patience, and wish that the agony of suspense nught 
endure for evor ; this, oh, this is a picture of intense 
passion ; of flesh and blood reality ; of the rare and sol- 
emn epoclw' of our mysterious life ; which had been 
worthier the genius of that " Apostle of Affliction !" 

At length the door c^fiened ; the favourite attendaal 
of Florence looked in. 

" Is Mr. Maltravers there ? Oh, sir, my lady is awake 
and would see you." 

Maltravers rose, but his feet were glued to the ground ; 
his sinking heart stood still ; it was a mortal terror that 
possessed him. With a deep «gh he shook oS the 
numbing spell, and passed to the bedside of Florence. 

She sat up, propped by pillows, and, as he sank he*- 
side her, and clasped her wan, transparent hand, she 
looked at him with a smile of pitying love* 

" You have been very, very kind to me," she said» 
after a pause, and with a voice winch had altered evea 
since the last time he heard it, *' and ^ou will be re- 
warded. You have made that part of hfe, from which 
human nature shrinks with dread, the happest and the 
brightest of all my short and vain existence. My own 
adored Emest^-God bless you !" 

A few grateful tears dro{q)ed iVom her eyes, and they 
fell on the hand which she bent her lips to kiss. 

** It was not h^e ; not amid streets and the noisy 
abodes of anxious, worldly men; nor was it m i)m 
harsh and dreary season of the year, that I could have 
wished to look my last on earth. Could I have seen 
the face of nature ; could I have watched once more 
with the summer sun amid those gentle scenes we loved 
so well, death would have had no difference from sle^ 
But what matters it ? With you there is summer and 
natve evecywhere." 
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Maltravers raised his face, and their eyes met in si* 
lence; it was a long, fixed gaze, which spoke more 
than all words could. Her head dropped on his shoul- 
der, and there it lay, passive and motionless, for some 
moments. A soft step glided into the room — it was the 
unhappy father^. He came to the other side of his 
daugnter, and sobbed convulsively. 

She then raised herself, and even in the shades of 
death a faint blush passed over her cheek. 

'^My good, deaf mth«r, what comfort Wfll it give yoa 
hereafter to think how fondly you spoiled your Fioiw 
eiice I" 

Lord Saxingham could not anawMr; he clasped her 
in his arnw and wept over her. Then he broke away 
—looked on hot with a shnddei^— 

** Oh God !'' he cried, *^ she is dead— she is dead !" 

MalttaveiB started, and waved aside the poor old 
man impatiently. The physiciaa kindly approached, 
and, takmg Lord Saxingham's hand, led him from the 
room ; he went mute and obedi«it like a child. 

But the struggle was not yet past. Florence once 
more opened her eyes, and Maltravers uttered a cry of 
joy. But along those eyes the film was darkening rap 
idly, as still, through the mist and shadow, they sought 
the beloved countenance which hung over her, as if to 
breathe life into waning life. Twice her lips moved, 
but her voice tailed her; she shook her head sadly. 

Maltravers hastily held to her mouth a cordial which 
lay ready on the table near her, but scaice had it moist- 
ened her lins when her whole frame grew heeivier and 
heavier in his clasp. Her head once more sank upon 
bus bosom ; she twice gasped wildly for breath ; and at 
length, raising her haiuL on high. Me struggled into its 
expiring ray. 

*^ There^-eboYO !-*-Emest^^hat name— Ernest !" 

Yes, that name was the last she uttered ; she wacr 
evidently conscious of that thouglu, for a smile, as her 
voice again faltered, a sweet smile and serene, that 
smile never seen but on the faces of the d3ring and the 
dead, borrowed from a light that is not of tms world, 
settled slowly <m her brow, her lips, her whole counte- 
nance ; still she breathed, but the breath grew fainter ;- 
at length, withoqt murmur, sound, or struggle, it pasaed 
away ; the head dropped firom his bosom— tiie form fell 
torn hia arms^-^ was ovtr ! 

Vol. IL— R 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Is tiiii fhe promiMd end V* 



It was two hours after tlmt scene before Maltravers 
left the house. It was then just on the stroke of tibe 
first hour of morning. To him, as he walked through 
the streets, and the sharp winds howled on his path, it 
was as if a strange and wizard life, a mechanical Me, 
had passed into and si:q[>ported him; a sort of drowsy, 
dull existence. He was like a sleep-walker, uncon- 
scious of all around him ; yet hissteps went safe and free ; 
and the one thought that possessed his beings into which 
all intellect seemed shrunk — ^the thought, not fiery nor 
vehement, but calm, stem, and solemn — the thought of 
revenge, seemed, as it were, to have grown his soul it- 
self. He arrived at the door of Colonel Danvers, 
mounted the stairs, and, as his friend advanced to meet 
him, said calmly, " Now, then^ the hour has arrived.*' 

^' But what would you now V 

" Come with me, and yon shall learn.'' 

*' Very well, my carriage is below. Will you direct 
the servants I" 

Maltravers noddedj gave his orders to the cardesa 
footman, and the two friends were soon driving through 
the less-knovrn and courtly regions of the giant city. 
It was then that Maltravers concisely stated to Danvera 
the fraud that had been practised by CoBsarini. 

'* You will go with me now," concluded Maltravers, 
** to his house. To do him justice, he is no coward ; he 
has not shrunk from giving me his address, nor will he 
shrink from the atonemeht I demand. I shall wait be* 
low while you arrange our meeting — at daybreak for 
to-morrow." 

Danvers was astonMied and even appalled by the 
discovery made to him. There was something so unu- 
sual and strange in the whole afl&ur. But neither his 
experience nor his {Mrindples of honour could suggest 
say alternative to that proposed. He suppressed any 
objections he might form, and pressed his iiiend's haodi. 
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Th«y> sank into silence tiE the carriage stopped at a 
door in a narrow lane in an obscure suburb. Yet dark 
as all the houses around were, lights were seen in the 
upper windows of Csesarini^s residence, passing to and 
fro; and scarce had the servaht's loud knock echoed 
through the dim thoroughfare ere the door was opened. 
Danvers descended and entered the passage^" Oh, sir, 
I aoi so glad you are come !" said an old woman, pale 
and trembling; ^^ he do take on so !" 

" There is no mistake," asked Danvers, halting ; ** an 
Italian gentleman named Csesarini lodges here V 

*' Yes, sir, poor cretur — I sent for you to come to him 
—for says I to my boy, says I — " 
. " Whom do you take me for V 

" Why, la, sir, you he's the doctor, benH you ?" 

Danvers made no reply ; he had a mean opinion of 
the courage of one who could act dishonourably; he 
thought there was some design to cheat his friend out 
of his revenge ; accordingly, he ascended the stairs, mo- 
tioning the woman to precede him. 

He came back to the door of the carriage in a few 
minutes. '^ Let us go home, Maltravers^'^ said he ; " this 
man is not in a state to meet you.'' 
■ " Ha!" cried Maltravers, frowning darkly, and all his 
long-smothered indignation rushing like fire through ev- 
ery vein of his body ; *' would he shrink from the atone* 
ment V* He pushed Danvers impatiently aside, leaped 
from the carnage, and rushed up stairs. 

Danvers followed. 

Heated, wrought up, furious, Ernest Maltravers burst 
into a small and squalid chamber ; from the closed doors 
of which, through many chinks, had gleamed the light 
that told him Coesarini was within. And Csesarini's 
eyes, blazing with hotaible fire, were the first object 
that met his gaze. MaJteavers stood still as if frozen 
into stone. ""^ . 

'* Ha ! ha !" laughed a id^ll and shrieking voice, which 
contrasted dreadly with the^ccents of the soft Tuscan 
in which the wild words were strung — "who comes 
there with garments rolled in blood ? You cannot ac- 
cuse me, for my blow dremno blood; it went straight 
to the heart ; it tore no flesh by the way ; we Italians 
poison our victims ! Where art thou, where art thoii, 
Maltravers ? I am ready. Qoward, you do no!s come. 
Oh, yes, yes, here you are; tliiei>pistols — I will not fight 
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■o. I am a wild beast. Let in rend 6»di other wilk 
ovr teeth and talons." 

' Hoddled up like a heap of confused and joiiiflesa limbe, 
in the farthest comer of the room lay the wretch, a !»•• 
ving maniac ; two men keeping their firm gripe on him, 
which, ever and anon, with the mighty strength of mad* 
ness, he shook off, to fall back senseless and exhausted ; 
his strained and bloodshot eyes starting from their sock* 
ets, the slaver gathering round his lips, his raven hair 
standing on end, hisdeUcate and symmetrical features dis- 
torted into a hideous and gorgon aspecL It was, indeed, 
an appalling and sublime spectacle, full of an awful 
moral, the meeting of the foes ! Here stood Maltravers^ 
strong beyond the common strength oflnen, in health, 
power, conscious superiority, premeditated vengeance, 
wise, gifted ; all his faculties ripe, developed at his com- 
mand ; the complete and all-armed man, prepared for 
defence and offence against every foe; a man who, once 
roused in a righteous quarrel, would not have quailed be^ 
fore an army ; and there and thus was his darkand fierce 
purpose dashed from his soul, shivered into atoms at his 
feet He felt the nothingness of man and man's wrath 
in the presence of the msuman on whose head the thmi* 
derbolts of a greater curse than human an^er ever 
broathes had fallen. In his horrible affliction me crim* 
inal triumphed over the avenger! 

** Yes, ]^es !" shouted Cesarini again; ** they tell me 
she is dying, but he is by her side ; pluck him thence 
— he shidl not touch her hand — ^she shidl not bless him 
— she is mine ; if I killed her, I have saved her from 
him ; she is mine in death. Let me in, I say ; I will 
come in ; I wiU, I will see her, and strangle him at her 
feet." With that, by a tremendous effort, he tore him«> 
self Arom the clutch of his holders, and with a sudden 
and exultant bound he sprang across the room, ana 
stood face to face to Maltravers. The proud brave 
man turned pale and recoiled a step. ** It is ne, it is he !" 
shrieked the maniac, and he leaped like a tieer at the 
throat of his rival. Maltravers quickly seized his arm, 
and whirled him round, and he fell heav|ly on the floor, 
mute, senseless, and in strong convulsions. 

*' Mysterious Providence," murmured Maltravers, 
*Mhou hast justly rebuked the mortal for dreaming he 
might arrogate to himself thy privilege of vengeance. 
Forgive the sinnen oh God, as I do. as thou teachesi 
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thift 8h:A>bdni heart ta forigive, ds »he foigave who is 
now with thee, a blessed saint in heaven !" 

When, some minutes afterward, the doctor, who had' 
been sent for, arrived, the head of the stricken patient 
lay on the lap of his foe, and it was the huid of Mal- 
travers that wiped the froth from the white lips, and the 
voioe of Maltravers that obrove to sooth, and the tears 
of Maitravers that were falling on that fiery brow. 

*' Tend him, sir, tend him as my brother,^' said Mai- 
travers, hiding his face as he r^ugned the charge. 
** Let him have all that can alleviate and cure ; remove 
btra hence to some fitter abode ; send for the best ad- 
vice. Restore him, and~*and--^" He could say no 
mofe, but left the room abruptly.' 

It was afterward ascertained that Caesarini had re- 
mained in the streets after his short interview, with Er- 
neeft ; that, at length, he had knocked at Lord Saxing- 
ham's door just in the very hour when death had 
claimed its victim. He heard the announcement, he 
sought to force his way up stairs, they thrust him from 
the house, and nothing more of him was luiown till he 
arrived at his own door an hour before Danvers and 
Maltravers came, in raging phrensy. Perhaps by one 
of the dim erratic gleams of light which always checker 
Hie darkness of insanity, he retained some faint remem- 
brance of his compact and assignation with Maltravers^ 
which had happily guided his steps back to his abode. 



It was two months after this scene, a lovely Sabbath 
morning in the earliest May, as Lumley, Lord Var- 
grave, sat alone by the window in his late uncle's villa, 
in his late uncle's easy-chair ; his eyes were resting 
musingly on the green lawn on which the windows 
opened, or rather on two forms Uiat were seated upon 
a rustic bench in the middle of the sward. One was 
the widow in her weeds, the other was that fair and 
lovely child destined to be the bride of the new lord. 
The hands of the mother and daughter were clasped 
\eaek in each. There was sadness in the faces of both, 
deeper, yet more resigned on that of the elder, for the 
child sought to console her parent, and grief in child- 
hood comes with a butterfly's wing. 

Lumley gazed on them both, and on the child more 
earnestly . . 

R8 
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**Bh!e is veiT lovely," he said; ^^sfae will be rwrf 
rich. After all, I am not to be pitied. I am a peer> 
and I hare enough to lire upon at present. I am a 
rising man ; our party wants peers ; and though I could 
not hare had more than a subaltern's seat at the treas- 
ury board six months ago, when I was an actire, 
sealous, able commoner, now that I am a lord, with 
what they call a stake in the country, I may open my 
mouth, and— bless me ! — ^I know not how many windfall 
may drop in ! My uncle was wiser than I thought in 
wrestling for this peerage, which he won and 1 wear! 
Then, by>and-by, }ust at the age when I want to many 
and have an heir (and a pretty wife sares one a rast 
deal of trouble), 200,000/. and a young beauty ! Come» 
eome, I hare strong cards in my hands if I play them 
tolerably. I must take care that she falls desperately 
in lore with me. Leave me alone for that ; I know the 
sex, and havo never failed except in— ah, that poor 
Florence ! Well, it is no use regretting ! Like thrifty 
artists, we must paint out the unmarketaUe picture, and 
cull lucfkier creations to fill up the same canvass !" 

Here the serrant interrupted Lord Yargrave's medi- 
tation by bringing in the letters and the newspapers 
wluch had just been forwarded from his town house. 
Lord Yargrare had spoken in the lords on the prerious 
Friday, and he wished to see what the Sunday newspa- 
pers said of his speech. So he took up one of the lead- 
mg papers before he opened the letters. His eyes 
rested upon two paragraphs in close neighbourhood with 
each other : the first ran thus : — 

*'The celebrated Mr. Maltrarers has alnniptly re* 
signed his seat for the of — , and left town yes- 
terday on an extended tour on the Continent. Specu- 
lation is busy on the causes of the singular and unex- 
pected self- exile of a gentleman so distinguished— 4d 
the rery zenith of his career." 

^* So he has given up the game," muttered Lord Yar- 
grare ; ** he was nerer a practical man ; I am glad he ia 
out of the way. But what's this about myself ?" 

'* We hear that important changes are to take place 
in the goremment ; it is said that ministers are at last 
alire to the necessity of strengthening themselves with 
new talent. Among other appointments confidently 
spoken of in the best-informed circles, we learn that 
Lord Yargrare is to hare the place of ••*•**. it wiU b^ 
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a popular appointment. Lord Yargrave is not a holyday 
orator, a mere declamatory rhetorician, but a man of 
clear business-like views, and was highly thought of in 
the House of Commons. He has Sso the art of at- 
taching his friends, and his frank, manly character can- 
not fail to have its due effect with the English public. 
In another column of our journal our readers will see a 
full report of his excellent, maiden speech in the House 
of Lords on Friday last: the sentiments there ex- 
pressed do the highest honour to his lordship's patriotism 
and sagacity.^' 

** Very well, very well, indeed," said Lumley, rubbing 
his hands, and, turning to his letters, his attention was 
drawn to one of an enormous seal, marked *' Private 
and confidential." He knew before he opened it that it 
contained the offer of the appointment alluded to in the 
newspapers. He read, and rose exultingly; passing 
through the French windows, he joined La3y Vargrave 
and Evelyn on the lawn, and as he smiled on the mother 
and caressed the child, the scene and the group made 
a pleasant picture of English domestic happiness. 

Here ends the first portion of this work : it ends with 
what, though rare in novels, is common in human life ; 
the affliction of the good, the triumph of the unprin- 
cipled ; Ernest Maltravers, a lonely wanderer, disgusted 
with the world, blighted prematurely in a useful and 
glorious ambition; "remote, unfriended, melancholy;" 
Lumley Ferrers, prosperous and elated; life smiling 
before him ; rising in the councils of the proudest and 
perhaps the wisest of European nations, and wrapped 
m a nardy stoicism of levity and selfishness, that not 
only defied grief, but silenced conscience. 

If the reader be interested in what remains — ^if he 
desire to know more of the various characters which 
have breathed and moved throu^^hout this history, he 
will soon be enabled to gratify his curiosity, and com- 
plete what the author believes to be a faithful survey 
of the Philosophy of Human Life. 
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